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Facing  racism,  economic  oppression,  language  and  cultural  barriers 


Moving  to  Meet  Needs  of  Haitians  with  AIDS 


By  Art  Cohen 

BOSTON  —  The  problems  faced 
by  Haitians  with  AIDS  are  in  some 
ways  similar  to  those  faced  by  gay 
men.  As  Black  people  and  im¬ 
migrants,  Haitians  have  suffered 
discrimination  in  this  country. 


News  Commentary 

Like  lesbians  and  gay  men  they 
are  an  “outside”  group  without 
political  clout.  Some  are  here  il¬ 
legally,  which  makes  them  targets 
for  exploitation,  and  many  speak 
only  Creole  (a  combination  of 
West  African  languages  and 
French),  which  makes  it  difficult 
for  them  to  find  employment. 
The  additional  stigma  of  AIDS 


and  the  lack  of  adequate  education 
and  services  for  Haitians  with  the 
disease  have  made  matters  much 
worse. 

When  AIDS  was  first  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  disease,  Haitians  were 
considered  to  be  at  high  risk  for  ac¬ 
quiring  it.  The  HTLV-III  virus  had 
not  yet  been  isolated,  and 
epidemiologists,  who  study  the 
statistical  evidence  of  disease,  were 
puzzling  over  the  large  number  of 
AIDS  cases  among  Haitian  im¬ 
migrants,  almost  eight  percent  of 
the  total  reported  cases  in  1981. 
The  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  in  Atlanta  wondered  if 
•some  environmental  or  genetic 
factors  made  Haitians  more 


susceptible  than  other  people  to 
AIDS. 

.  But  the  initial  figures  turned  out 
to  be  misleading.  The  early 
statistics  may  be  have  been  skewed 
because  of  under-reporting  or  in¬ 
correct  diagnosis  of  AIDS  cases.  It 
is  also  possible  that  some  diseases 
which  were  diagnosed  as  AIDS  in 
Haitians  were  not  AIDS  at  all.  As 
the  knowledge  of  the  disease 
developed  and  more  and  better 
statistical  data  were  gathered,  the 
number  of  Haitian  AIDS  cases 
dropped.  From  5.2  percent  in 
1983,  the  number  is  now  2.6  per¬ 
cent  of  reported  cases  nationwide. 

In  April  of  this  year  the  CDC  re¬ 
moved  Haitians  from  the  category 


Court  Denies  Lesbian 
Access  to  Disabled  Lover 


By  Sib  Connor 

ST.  CLOUD,  MN  —  In  a  case 
watched  closely  by  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  and  particularly  by  dis¬ 
abled  lesbians  and  gay  men,  Karen 
Thompson  has  once  again  been 
denied  access  to  her  lover  of  four- 
years,  Sharon  Kowalski.  A 
September  19  Minnesota  Ap¬ 
pellate  Court  decision  reversed  a 
restraining  order  on  Donald  Ko¬ 
walski,  Sharon’s  father,  giving  him 
full  guardianship  of  his  disabled 
daughter.  - 

The  battle  over  the  guardianship 
of  Sharon  Kowalski,  who  is  a 
quadraplegic  as  the  result  of  a  car 
accident  two  years  ago,  has  been 
raging  since  July  of  this  year,  when 
a  Minnesota  District  Court  judge 
first  awarded  Donald  Kowalski 
full  guardianship  of  his  daughter. 
Immediately  following  the  district 
court  ruling,  Donald  Kowalski 
denied  Thompson  all  visitation 
rights  to  Sharon  Kowalski.  Thomr 
pson  has  filed  for  appeal  at  three 
court  levels. 

The  September  19  appellate 
court  ruling  effectively  reversed  Em 
August  9  restraining  order  on 


Donald  Kowalski’s  limited  access 
plan.  The  restraining  order,  filed 
by  Thompson  and  the  Minnesota 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (MCLU), 
did  give  Thompson  access  to 
Sharon  Kowalski  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
13,  No.  7),  but  the  visit  lasted  only 
five  days.  Donald  Kowalski  ob¬ 
tained  a  doctor’s  order  stating  that 
he  feared  Karen  Thompson  might 
sexually  abuse  Sharon  Kowalski, 
and  therefore,  her  visits  were  not  in 
his  daughter’s  best  interest.  The 
Leisure  Hills  Nursing  Home  in 
Hibbing,  Minn.,  where  Kowalski 
has  been  placed  by  her  parents, 
denied  Thompson  visitation  on  the 
basis  of  the  doctor’s  orders. 

According  to  Thompson,  the 
two  lesbians  consider  themselves  a 
couple  with  a  long-standing  rela¬ 
tionship.  They  had  exchanged 
rings,  purchased  a  house  together, 
and  had  named  each  other 
beneficiaries  of  their  life  insurance 
policies.  Thompson  told  GCN  that 
after  the  accident  two  years  ago, 
she  was  the  primary  influence  in 
Kowalski’s  recovery  process. 
Thompson  had  taught  Kowalski  to 


communicate  using  a  typewriter. 
During  this  time,  Kowalski 
repeatedly  expressed  her  love  for 
Thompson  and  a  desire  to  return 
to  the  house  the  two  women  own 
near  St.  Cloud. 

According  to  Jule  Andreze- 
jewski,  a  member  of  the  St.  Cloud- 
based  Committee  on  the  Right  to 
Recovery  and  Relationships, 
DonEild  Kowalski  claims  the  two 
women  were  never  lovers,  but  in¬ 
stead  had  a  “tenant  to  landlady 
relationship.”  Thompson  says 
that  Donald  Kowalski  is  denying, 
his  daughter’s  sexuality  and  is  ig¬ 
noring  her  wishes  to  return  home 
with  Thompson.  Donald  Kowalski 
coud  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

According  to  Andrezejewski 
and  Thompson,  Donald  Kowalski 
had  been  attempting  to  limit 
Thompson’s  visitation  to  Sharon 
Kowalski  since  immediately  after 
the  accident,  when  he  gained  full 
guardianship  as  a  result  of  the  July 
23  district  court  decision. 
Kowalski  immediately  limited  his 
daughter’s  visitors  to  family 
Continued  on  page  3 


Red-baiting ,  gay-baiting 

School  Committee  Member 
Attacks  Progressive  Slate 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  School  Committee 
member  Joe  Casper  has  published 
a  report  on  official  school  commit¬ 
tee  stationery  which  apparently  at¬ 
tempts  to  discredit  a  slate  of  pro¬ 
gressive  candidates  because  they 
were  endorsed  by  The  Daily  World 
(the  newspaper  of  the  Communist 
Party  USA)  and  the  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(BL/GPA). 

The  October  8  edition  of  the 
“School  Committee  Report,”  by 
Joe  Casper,  says  in  part,  "[The 
Daily  World]  urged  people  to  join 
the  communist  party;  they  state 
their  position  on  socialism  and 
also  pointed  out  how  essential  it  is 
to  elect  seven  people  to  the  Boston 
School  Committee  who  would 
then  have  voting  control.  These 
seven  votes,  in  effect,  would  mean 
taking  control  over  the  Boston 
Public  Schools....  These  can¬ 


didates  sought  the  endorsement  of 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  •  Political 
Alliance  and  the  following  are 
some  of  their  positions:  To  sup¬ 
port  the  inclusion  of  positive  gay 
role  models  in  school  materials 
and  textbooks;  to  support  the 
referral  of  students  to  gay-positive 
agencies;  to  work  towards  pro¬ 
viding  a  school  atmosphere  sup¬ 
portive  of  gay  students  and 
teachers  and  to  support  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  special  school  in 
Boston  for  students  who  are  gay.” 

Casper  ended  his  report  by  say¬ 
ing,  “[F]or  the  children’s  sake, 
when  someone  stops  you  on  the 
street  and  says,  ‘Hi,  I’m  running 
for  the  Boston  School 
Committee,’  it’s  very  important 
for  you  to  find  out  exactly  where 
they’re  coming  from  and  just 
who’s  standing  behind  them.” 

Casper  also  mentioned  that  the 


seven  candidates  endorsed  by  The 
Daily  World  were  also  endorsed  by 
the  Rainbow  Coalition  “headed 
up  by  Mel  King.” 

Among  those  singled  out  by 
Casper  were  incumbents  Jean 
McGuire,  John  O’Bryant,  and 
Abigail  Browne.  Casper  also  sin-, 
gled  out  his  opponent,  David 
King. 

“It’s  fear  mongering,”  said 
Abigail  Browne.  “He’s  playing  on 
people’s  basest  fears....  It’s  Mc- 
Carthyism.”  McGuire,  who  has 
spoken  out  publicly  against  the 
anti-gay/lesbian  DSS  foster  care 
policy,  echoed  those  sentiments, 
saying,  “I’d  caution  people  to 
watch  out  for  those  who  would 
turn  to  the  days  of  McCarthyism, 
[who  would]  begin  to  judge  people 
in  very  simplistic  ways....  You’re 
hearing  the  voice  of  fascism.” 

Continued  on  page  3 


of  people  at  high  risk  for  contract¬ 
ing  AIDS,  but  by  that  time  the 
psychological  and  social  damage 
was  extensive. 

Dr.  Jean  Bonnet,  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  liaison  to  the  Haitian  com¬ 
munity  for  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  is  visibly  and 
understandably  angry  over  the  ear¬ 
ly  treatment  of  Haitians  by  the 
CDC.  Bonnet  told  GCN  it  is  no 
wonder  that  U.S.  doctors,  ig¬ 
norant  of  Creole  and  Haitian 
culture,  were  asking,  “Is  there 
anything  peculiar  about 
Haitians?”  U.S.  researchers  could 
not  find  Haitian  people  with  AIDS 
who  would  admit  to  what  was 
thought  at  the  time  to  be  the 
necessary  sexual  practices  or  drug 
use  patterns.  In  addition,  while 
Bonnet  said  he  believes  some  of 
the  Haitians  with  AIDS  are  gay, 
and  may  have  contracted  the 
HTLV-III  virus  through  sex  with 
men,  many  others  probably  re¬ 
ceived  the  virus  through  heterosex¬ 
ual  contact  and  through  injections 
and  blood  transfusions  in  rural 
health  clinics. 

According  to  Bonnet,  it  is,  or  at 
least  was,  common  for  rural 
medical  clinics  in  Haiti  to  re-use 
needles  for  injections  and  trans¬ 
fusions,  a  practice  that  would  cer¬ 
tainly  contribute  to  the  spread  of 
AIDS  and  could  help  explain  why 
AIDS  is  not  primarily  a  male  dis¬ 
ease  among  Haitians.  Bonnet  said 
at  least  35  percent  of  the  Haitian 


cases  are  among  women,  some  of 
whom  may  have  contracted  AIDS 
through  the  use  of  poorly  sterilized 
needles  and  some  of  whom  may 
have  received  the  disease  from  sex¬ 
ual  partners. 

George  Seage,  the  city  of  Boston 
epidemiologist,  speculates  that 
AIDS  may  have  had  a  head  start  in 
Haiti.  The  AIDS  virus,  he  sug¬ 
gested,  could  have  come  to  Haiti 
through  the  regular  contact  of  its 
people  with  people  in  Africa, 
where  many  researchers  think  the 
virus  originated.  Seage  said  the 
virus,  which  has  been  found  in 
frozen  blood  samples  taken  from 
children  in  central  Africa  back  in 
1972,  has  probably  been  around 
for  at  least  twenty  years.  Exact 
data  about  the  disease  in  Haiti  is 
difficult  to  obtain  because  the  Hai¬ 
tian  government,  apparently  con¬ 
cerned  about  adverse  publicity, 
lias  released  very  little  information 
and  refuses  to  allow  researchers  to 
conduct  studies. 

Here  in  Massachusetts,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  reported  cases  among  Hai¬ 
tian  immigrants  has  always  been 
higher  than  the  national  average. 
Back  in  1983,  19  percent  of  state 
cases  were  among  Haitians.  That 
figure  is  8.1  percent  as  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1985,  or  a  total  of  just  under 
thirty  people  suffering  from  AIDS. 
Most  of  the  thirty  are  recent  immi¬ 
grants  who  came  to  the  United 
States  after  1978. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Fightback  underway 

N.H.  Introduces 
Foster  Bill 


By  Sharon  Vardatira 

CONCORD,  NH  —  New 
Hampshire’s  gay  and  lesbian 
community  is  organizing  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  proposed  legislation 
which  would  effectively  pro¬ 
hibit  “homosexuals”  from  be¬ 
ing  foster  parents  or  adopting 
children.  The  bill,  authored  by 
Sullivan  County  Rep.  Mildred 
Ingram  and  co-sponsored  by 
Hillsborough  County  Rep. 
Sheila  Roberge,  was  officially 
introduced  early  this  month 
and  will  come  before  the  New 
Hampshire  Legislature  in 
January  1986. 

If  Ingram’s  bill  passes,  it  will 
be  the  first  law  in  the  nation  ex¬ 
plicitly  prohibiting  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  foster  care  and  adoption. 
The  Massachusetts  Legislature 
passed  a  vaguely  worded 
amendment  to  the  Department 
of  Social  Services  budget  this 
June,  also  seeking  to  prohibit 
gay  and  lesbian  foster  parent* 
ing.  The  state  currently  has  a 
state  policy  effectively  banning 
lesbian  and  gay  foster  parent¬ 
ing.  (See  related  article,  this 
issue.) 

The  New  Hampshire  legisla¬ 
tive  attack  on  lesbian  and  gay 
foster  parenting  follows 
months  of  controversy  over  the 
State  Division  of  Children  and 
Youth  Services’  attempts  to 
issue  an  anti-gay  foster  parent 
policy. 

For  the  past  two  months,  the 
Division  has  been  drafting  a 
foster  care  policy  to  replace  a 


June  28  directive  which  caJLls  for 
the  removal  of  all  foster  chil¬ 
dren  from  “practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals.”  Although  the  Divi¬ 
sion  admitted  privately  last 
August  that  the  initial  directive 
is  not  legally  binding,  most  re¬ 
gional  foster  care  agencies  are 
waiting  for  a  formal  policy 
before  extending  or  initiating 
placement  with  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  • 

Beth  Rosko,  director  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Action  Com¬ 
mittee- for  Foster  Children,  ex¬ 
pressed  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Division’s  handling  of  the  June 
28  directive.  “Clearly,  they 
panicked  and  felt  that  they  had 
to  draft  something  to  respond 
to  pressure  from  the  media.  But 
the  policy  hasn’t  been  revoked, 
and  its  interpretation  is  being 
left  up  to  each  agency.”  When 
the  new  policy  is  drafted,  it  will 
be  formalized  through  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Procedures  Act 
which  requires  a  public  hear¬ 
ing.  In  the  meantime,  at  least 
one  agency.  Youth  Services, 
Inc.,  of  Keene,  has  discontinued 
foster  placement  with  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  and  there  have 
been  several  unconfirmed  re¬ 
ports  of  removal  in  other  areas 
of  the  state. 

If  passed,  Ingram’s  legisla¬ 
tion  would  supersede  any  other 
New  Hampshire  foster  care 
policy. 

An  open  information  meet- 
Continued  on  page  3 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

Think  about  your  partner 
before  you  get  down; 
use  a  trojan  or  two,  or 
don’t  mess  around. 

Forgive  me  if  I’m  bold 
but  you’ve  got  to  be  told: 

AIDS  is  a  virus,  and 

it’s  a  bitch  if  you’re  exposed. 

Now  if  you  wanna  be  happy 
you  better  make  it  snappy. 

I’m  not  just  talkin’  crappy, 
to  neglect  yourself  is  tacky 
a  thorough  check-up  is  always 
worth  your  while. 

Now  to  mention  some  prevention, 
and  I’m  gonna  spell  it  out: 

R  is  for  RESPECT,  can’  you  see. 

E  is  to  ERADICATE  the  AIDS  disease. 

S  is  for  as  SOON  as  you  can. 

P  is  for  PREVENTION  across  the  land. 

E  is  for  EVERY  boy,  girl,  woman  &  man. 

C  is  for  CONCERN  for  your  fellow  man. 

T  is  for  the  TIME  to  do  it  now. 

—  from  “Respect  Yourself,  ”  a  rap  song  designed 
by  Black  and  White  Men  Together/Philadelphia  to 
reach  out  to  urban  Black  youth  about  the  AIDS  crisis, 
as  reported  in  the  National  Association  of  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  Newsletter,  Volume  IV,  Number 
4. 


prostitutes’  rights  and  aids 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Coyote,  the  San  Francisco- 
based  prostitutes’  rights  group,  has  called  the 
medical  establishment  to  task  for  spreading-  mis¬ 
information  about  the  role  of  prostitution  in  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  AIDS,  according  to  the  New  York  Native. 

Coyote  states  that  while  doctors  have  expressed 
concern  that  female  prostitutes  could  transmit  the 
HTLV-III  virus  to  their  male  customers,  in  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  heterosexuals  with  AIDS,  women  have  been 
infected  by  men.  The  Coyote  policy  statement,  issued 
at  the  group’s  1985  convention  here,  May  30  to  June  2, 
states,  “If  infected  prostitutes  were  transmitting  the 
virus  to  their  customers,  tens  of  thousands  of  hetero¬ 
sexual  men  would  have  by  now  been  exposed,  with 
many  hundreds  of  them  coming  down  with  the  dis¬ 
ease.” 

Coyote  also  noted  that  prostitutes  may  be 
vulnerable  to  quarantine  measures,  because  like 
gay  men  and  IV-drug  users,  they  are  a  stigmatized 
group.  Priscilla  Alexander,  a  Coyote  member  and  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  Association  for  Women’s  AIDS  Re¬ 
search  and  Education,  writes  in  a  paper  presented  at 
the  conference,  “Since  prostitutes  are  a  group  with¬ 
out  strong  support,  if  such  concern  [that  prostitutes 
are  spreading  AIDS]  turns  into  hysteria,  there  is 
always  the  possibility  that  prostitutes  could  be 
quarantined,  as  a  group.” 

Coyote  also  called  for  pressure  on  producers  of 
pornography  to  depict  only  safe  sex  practices;  for  im¬ 
mediate  eligibility  for  Supplemental  Security  income 
(SSI)  for  all  sex  workers  who  test  positive  for  HTLV-III 
antibodies  or  who  have  AIDS  or  ARC;  establishment 
of  job  retraining  programs  for  those  exposed  to  AIDS; 
widespread  availability  of  latex  condoms  in  public 
bathrooms;  and  use  of  prostitutes  as  educators  about 
safe  sex. 

“We  believe  that  prostitutes,  because  of  their 
varied  sexual'  experience,  would  make  excellent 
educators  in  programs  to  help  people  reorient  their 
sexual  practices  to  conform  to  the  safe  sex  guide¬ 
lines,”  Coyote’s  statement  said. 

—  Stephanie'Poggi 


we’ve  got  the  power 

BOSTON  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men  and  their 
allies  are  invited  to  join  an  election  fundraising  party 
sponsored  by  a  newly  formed  progressive  coalition. 
The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Council  of  the  Rainbow,  Black 
and  White  Men  Together,  and  El  Comite  Latino  de 
Homosexuales  y  Lesbianas  de  Boston  are  co¬ 
sponsoring  the  event  featuring  dancing,  food,  a  cash 
bar,  raffle,  and  an  opportunity  to  meet  candidates  run¬ 
ning  for  the  Boston  City  Councii«and  School  Commit¬ 
tee. 

.  “We’ve  got  the  Power  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
the  Boston  City  Election”  is  the  theme  of  the  evening 
as  the  upcoming  election  provides  the  opportunity  to 
elect  a  pro-lesbian  and  -gay,  anti-racist  majority  in 
Boston  city  government.'  The  fundraiser  is  also  a 
chance  to  celebrate  the  unity  and  electoral  power  of 
progressive  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

The  event  will  be  held  Friday,  October  25  from 
8:00  p.m.  to  midnight  at  the  Church  of  the  United  Com¬ 
munity,  116  Roxbury  Street.  Directions  will  be  posted 
from  the  Dudley  T  Station.  Call  522-5283  for  child  care 
or  more  information.  Requested  donation  is  five 
dollars. 

—  Barbara  Levy 


military  needs  booting 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  city  of  Philadelphia  has 
announced  it  will  appeal  a  decision  by  U.S.  District 
Court  Judge  James  T.  Giles  which  allows  the  military 
to  continue  its  anti-gay  recruitment  practices  at  Tem¬ 
ple  University,  according  to  Chicago’s  Gay  Life. 

On  the  basis  of  the  city’s  ordinance  prohibiting 
discrimination  in  hiring  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference,  a  law  student  at  Temple  had  challenged 
the  presence  of  military  recruiters  on  campus  who 
refuse  to  hire  homosexuals.  The  city’s  Commission 
for  Human  Relations  ruled  in  favor  of  the  student.  The 
U.S.  Justice  Department  later  appealed  that  decision, 
and  won  on  the  basis  of  the  Supremacy  Clause  of  the 
Constitution,  which  states  that  federal  law 
supersedes  state  or  local  law.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No. 
10.) 

The  Commission  will  file  its  appeal  in  Third  Cir¬ 
cuit  U.S.  District  Court. 

—  Regina  Gill  is' 


first  night  of  solidarity 

BOSTON  —  You  are  invited  to  an  evening  of 
ethnic  food  and  live  entertainment  Jn  celebration  of 
coalition  building,  Saturday,  November  9,  6:30  pm.  at 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art.  This  “First  Night  of 
Solidarity,”  hopefully  to  become  an  annual  event,  will 
include  speakouts  as  well  as  dinner  and  music.  It  is 
organized  by  Amigas  Latinas  en  ACcion  pro  Salud 
(ALAS),  Casa  El  Salvador  Farabundo  Marti,  City  Life, 
Reproductive  Rights  National  Network  of  Boston 
(R2N2),  Black  and  White  Men  Together  of  Boston 
(BWMT),  Gay  Community  News  (GCN),  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyers  Guild.  Endorsers  thus  far  include 
Transafrica,  El  Comite  Latino  de  Lesbianas  y 
Homosexuales  de  Boston  (El  Comite),  and  the  Black' 
Men’s  Association  (BMA). 

Join  us  at  theTower  Building  of  Mass.  College  of 
Art,  3rd  Floor,  625Huntington  Ave.  at  6:30  p.m.,  dinner 
at  7:00  p.m.  The  donation  is  five  dollars,  more  if  you 
can/less  if  you  can’t. 

For  more-  information  about  tickets,  literature 
tables,  sponsoring  the  event,  or  to  assist  in  planning, 
please  call:  Casa  El  Salvador  at  661-0202,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyers  Guild  at  227-7335,  or  GCN  at  426-4469 
(ask  for  Brian  or  Stephanie). 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


you  call  my  name  (but  i’m  not  there) 

NEW  YORK  —  A  newborn  baby  conceived 
through  artificial  insemination  cannot  assume  the 
surname  of  its  mother’s  lesbian  lover  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  according  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

State  Supreme  Court  Judge  Bernard  McCafferty 
denied  the  mother’s  appeal  on  the  grounds  that  such 
an  action  would  not  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
child.  He  added  that  the  child  would  be  subjected  to 
additional  trauma  should  the  couple  separate. 

The  child’s  mother  called  the  use  of  her  lover’s 
last  name  important  as  a  “symbolism  of  family.” 

•  •  —  Regina  Gillis 


feminist  literature  on  tape,  in  braille 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  The  Women’s  Braille 
Press  (WBP),  created  in  1980  by  six  blind  women,  of¬ 
fers  feminist  books  and  periodicals  in  tape  and  in 
Braille. 

Over  150  titles  are  available  on  tape  in  the  four: 
track,  15/16  ips  format,  and  can  be  played  on  tape 
players  distributed  by  the  National  Library  Service. 
Several  feminist  periodicals  and  resource  guides  on 
women’s  health  issues  are  also  available  on  tape. 

In  Braille,  a  number  of  books,  including  several 
volumes  of  poetry,  as  well  as  materials  on  women’s 
health  issues,  are  available. 

WBP  produces  a  complete  catalogue  in  Braille, 
on  tape,  and  in  print  of  all  materials  currently  offered. 
The  press  also  produces  a  quarterly  newsletter  in 
Braille,  on  tape,  and  in  print  containing  articles  by 
women  with  disabilities  on  a  wide  variety  of  topics 
such  as  employment  and  attitudes  toward  women 
with  disabilities. 

In  addition  to  providing  literature  for  women  with 
disabilities,  WBP  is  committed  to  educating  non¬ 
disabled  women  on  the  abilities  and  needs  of  dis¬ 
abled  women.  The  press  participates  in  workshops 
and  discussions  on  attitudes  toward  disabilities  and 
will  consult  with  organizations  about  providing  writ¬ 
ten  materials  in  Braille  and  on  tape. 

WBP  is  always  in  need  of  volunteers,  both  for 
reading  on  tape  and  for  Braille  transcribing.  The  work 
‘is  supported  primarily  through  donations  from  in¬ 
dividuals.  Subscription  to  the  newsletter  costs  from 
ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  year  on  a  sliding  scale. 

For  more  information,  write  to  WBP,  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  8475,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408  or  call  (612) 
872-4352  days  or  (612)  822-0549  evenings  and 
weekends. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


campaign  fund  dinner 

BOSTON  —  The  New  England,  chapter  of  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  will  hold  a  fundraising 
dinner  on  November  22  at  the  Lafayette  Hotel  in 
Boston.  The  dinner  will  honor  author  May  Sarton  and 
the  mayor  of  Washington,  D.C.,  Marion  Barry. 

Sarton  has  published  for  over  50  years  and  her 
works  address  lesbian  and  gay  themes.  Barry  has 
long  been  considered  one  of  the  nation’s  most  sup¬ 
portive  mayors  on  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Other  guests  at  the  dinner  will  include  Congress¬ 
men  Gerry  Studds  (D-MA),  Stewart  McKinney  (R-CT), 
and  Barney  Frank  (D-MA),  as  well  as  Elaine  Noble,  the 
first  open  lesbian  or  gay  man  elected  to  statewide  of¬ 
fice  in  the  United  States. 

In  addition,  presentations  will  be  made  to  state 
and  city  legislators  who  have  furthered  the  cause  of 
lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights,  including  Providence  City' 
Councilor  Malcolm  Farmer,  III;  Maine  Senator  Mary 
Najarian;  Burlington,  Vermont  Alderman  Peter 
Lackowski;  Massachusetts  State  Representative 
Byron  Rushing;  and  Rhode  Island  State  Represen¬ 
tative  Linda  Kushner. 

A  special  appearance  will  be  made  by  singer- 
songwriter  Lesley  Gore. 

Tickets  for  the  dinner  are  priced  at  $150  and 
$500,  and  further  information  can  be  obtained  by#call- 
ing  (617)  524-0804  or  writing  HRCF-New  England,  P.O. 
Box  1430,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

—  Christine  Guilfoy 


first  asian  gay  conference 

TOKYO  —  The  first  Asian  Gay  Conference  is" 
scheduled  to  take  place  here  April  30-May  3,  1986. 
The  program  will  include  films,  an  exhibition  on 
homosexuality,  art,  photography,  video  programs, 
stage  performances,  and  workshops.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  write:  Teishiro  Minmai,  Toride  Publishing  Co., 
Ltd.,  201  Hohyu  Bldg.,  2-11-9  Yotsuya,  Shinjuku-Ku 
Tokyo  160,  JAPAN,  or  call:  (03)  359-5856. 

*  —  Stephanie  Poggi 


int’l  gay  youth  congress 

DUBLIN,  Ireland  —  The  Second  International 
Gay  Youth  Congress  was  held  here  July  7  to  12. 
Among  the  resolutions  passed,  according  to  Out 
magazine,  were  calls  for: 

1.  the  abolition  of  age  of  consent. 

2.  the  removal  of  homosexuality  as  a  mental  ill¬ 
ness  from  the  World  Health  Organization’s  Men¬ 
tal  Illnesses  list. 

3.  the  recognition,  by  various  countries,  including 
Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland,  of  the  needs 
and  rights  of  lesbian  add  gay  youth. 

4.  the  presence  of  local  officials  at  next  year’s  con¬ 
gress  in  Norway  in  light  of  the  lack  of  local  offi¬ 
cials  at  the  1985  congress. 

5.  the  active  involvement  and  encouragement  at 
next  year’s  congress  of  lesbians,  youth  of  color, 
and  younger  delegates. 

—  Regina  Gillis 
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Mass.  Foster  Policy:  Gauging  the  Impact 

By  Christine  Guilfoy 
BOSTON  —  Last  May,  when 
the  state  announced  a  new  foster 


care  policy  which  gives  placement 
preference  to  relatives  and  “tradi¬ 
tional”  families,  and  virtually  pro¬ 
hibits  gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
being  foster  parents,  there  was  a 
storm  of  criticism.  Opponents 

News  Analysis 


charged  the  policy  was 
discriminatory  and  would  have  an 
adverse  effect  on  foster  care.  But 
in  late  August,  when  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Services  (DSS)  held 
public  hearings  on  the  new  regula¬ 
tions,  Commissioner  Marie 
Matava  said  the  new  policy  was 
not  substantially  different  from 
the  procedure  that  had  always 
been  in  place  in  the  department. 
She  maintained  that,. in  fact,  very 
little  had  changed. 

The  policy  specifies  that  place¬ 
ment  with  a  single  parent  or  with  a 
gay  man  or  lesbian  would  require 
the  express  approval  of  the  com¬ 
missioner.  In  addition,  all  pro¬ 
spective  parents  must  now  be 
asked  their  sexual  preference.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Matava,  the  policy 
makes  the  possibility  of  placing  a 
child  in  a  lesbian  or  gay  home 
“highly  unlikely.” 

It  has  been  a  relatively  short 
period  of  time  since  the  new  policy 
was  implemented,  but  how  is  it 
working,  and  do  the  criticisms 
leveled  at  it  seem  valid?  What  is 
the  policy’s  effect  on  the  ability  of 
qualified  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
become  foster  parents?  In  order  to 
determine  the  policy’s  effect  thus 
far,  GCN  spoke  with  an  official 
spokesperson  for  DSS,  several 
professionals  from  agencies  which 
contract  with  DSS,  and  two  DSS 
workers  who  did  not  want  to  be 
identified,  but  will  be  called 
“Dan”  and  “Bob.” 

Within  DSS,  said  the  two 


Kowalski 
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members,  eliminating 

Thompson’s  involvement  with 
Sharon  Kowalski’s  recovery.  He 
also  moved  his  daughter  to  the 
Leisure  Hills  Nursing  Home  in 
Hibbing,  increasing  the  distance 
between  the  two  women.  The  July 
23  ruling  reversed  an  April  1984 
decision,  which  had  given  Thomp¬ 
son  equal  visitation  access  to 
Sharon  Kowalski,  and  which  had 
specified  that  Kowalski  be  placed 
only  in  homes  that  have  young 
adult  rehabilitation  programs.  The 
Leisure  Hills  Nursing  Home  has 
no  such  program. 

Contrary  to  the  doctor’s  order 
stating  that  Thompson’s  visits  are 
detrimental  to  Kowalski,  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Health  Facility  (OHF),  a 
division  of  the  Minnesota  Board 
of  Health,  believes  Thompson’s 
visits  are  beneficial  to  her.  The 
OHF  has  filed  a  complaint  with 
the  State  Board  of  Health  against 
the  Leisure  Hills  Nursing  Home, 
stating  that  only  positive  results 
have  come  from  Thompson’s 
visits.  OHF  is  further  arguing  that 
Sharon  Kowalski’s  rights  are  being 
violated  because  she  is  denied 
freedom  of  association  and  the 
right  to  recovery.  • 

Karen  Thompson  has  now  hired 
two  lesbian  lawyers  from  Min¬ 
neapolis,  since  her  former  lawyers 
were  not  willing  to  fight  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  order. 

Thompson’s  lawyers,  along 
with  the  MCLU,  have  filed  ap¬ 
peals  at  the  Minnesota  Supreme, 
Appellate,  and  District  Court 
levels  on  the  basis  of  freedom  of 
association  and  of  equal  represen¬ 
tation  —  the  First  and  Fourteenth 
'Amendments.  The  MCLU  is  argu¬ 
ing  on  two  premises:  the  rights  of 
disabled  persons  to  self- 
determination,  and  the  rights  of 
lesbian  and  gay  couples  to  legal 
protection  of  their  relationships. 

The  legal  battle  promises  to  be 
difficult,  however,  as  the 
September  19  ruling  denied  the 


workers,  it  is  probably  impossible 
for  openly  gay  people  to  become 
foster  parents.  Theoretically,  if  a 
homefinder  believes  that  a  gay  or 
lesbian  parent  is  the  best  match  for 
the  child,  he  or  she  forwards  the 
application  to  the  commissioner 
for  approval.  However,  Dan  told 
GCN  he  attempted  to  make  a 
placement  with  a  woman  who  was 
an  open  lesbian,  but  was  told  by 
his  supervisor  that  the  placement 
was  unacceptable  because  it  would 
never  be  approved  in  the  commis¬ 
sioner’s  office.  Although  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  woman  to  be  the  best 
match  for  the  child,  he  was  forced 
to  find  an  alternative  placement 
which  he  thought  was  not  as  good. 

Commissioner  Matava  recently 
told  a  group  of  reporters  that  she 
has  not  been  asked  to  approve  any 
lesbians  or  gay  men  as  parents. 
“The  commissioner,”  said  Dan, 
“hasn’t  approved  any  gay 
placements  because  she  hasn’t 
been  asked  to.”  Bob,  another  DSS 
workers,  said  it  is  unclear  why  ap¬ 
plications  are  not  being  sent  to  the 
commissioner.  ‘.‘I  don’t  know  if 
she  has  told  the  managers  in  each 
office  not  to  send  those  applica¬ 
tions  to  her,  or  if  the  managers 
have  taken  it  upon  themselves.” 

However,  Bill  Dolan,  a  DSS 
spokesperson,  said  he  is  not  aware 
of  incidences  such  as  the  one  de¬ 
scribed  by  Dan.  He  also  said  that 
there  is  no  policy,  formal  or  in¬ 
formal,  which  would  prevent  such 
placements  from  reaching  the 
commissioner . 

The  policy  can  also  leave  home- 
finders  in  awkward  situations. 
DSS  workers  are  required  to  ask 
prospective  parents  what  their  sex¬ 
ual  preference  is  as  part  of  the  ap¬ 
plication  and  review  process. 
There  have  been  reports  of  priests 
who  .have  answered  “celibate,” 
with  the  worker  then  forced  to  ask 
them  what  their  preference  would 


MCLU  the  right  to  represent 
Sharon  Kowalski  and  prohibited 
Sharon’s  court-appointed  at¬ 
torney  from  consulting  with  the 
MCLU.  The  court  also  ruled 
against  a  Minnesota  statute  that 
requires  that,  in  cases  of  disputed 
guardianship,  the  situation  must 
return  to  its  previous  arrangement, 
that  is,  to  the  situation  wherein 
Karen  Thompson  had  equal  visita¬ 
tion  rights  to  Sharon  Kowalski. 

The  appellate  court  denied  the 
MCLU  as  representative  of 
Sharon  Kowalski  by  ruling 
Kowalski  “incompetent,”  and, 
therefore,  unable  to  choose  her 
own  defense  team.  However, 
Kowalski  did  request  the  legal 
counsel  of  the  MCLU  through  a 
typewritten  statement.  She  has 
also  been  tested  by  an  occupa¬ 
tional  therapist  for  reading  com¬ 
prehension,  and  was  able  to  read  a 
42-word  paragraph  and  answer 
questions  pertaining  to  that 
paragraph  with  100  percent  ac¬ 
curacy.  Andrezejewski  stated  that 
Sharon  Kowalski  does  not  often 
respond  to  certain  tests,  such  as 
the  Stanford-Binet  given  by  the  ex¬ 
aminers  hired  by  her  father’s 
lawyer. 

As  long  as  Sharon  Kowalski  is 
deemed  “incompetent,”  her 
father  will  likely  continue  to  retajn 
full  guardianship.  Donald 
Kowalski  has  further  clouded  the 
guardianship  issue  by  accusing 
Karen  Thompson  of  wanting 
Karen  Kowalski’s  money, 
although  Thompson  has  filed  for 
guardianship  of  the  person,  not 
the  estate.  Thompson  is  currently 
$31,000  in  debt  as  a  result  of  legal 
costs,  and  may  be  forced  to  sell  the 
house  the  two  women  bought 
together.  The  Kowalskis,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  filed  for  $16,000 
of  their  daughter’s  estate  in  order 
to  cover  legal  fees. 

Karen  Thompson  told  GCN 
that  she  wants  to  take  Sharon 
Kowalski  home  where  she  can  re- 


be  if  they  were  sexually  active.  An 
Episcopal  priest  who  had  been  a 
long-time  foster  parent  answered 
“private,”  and  was  denied  a  place¬ 
ment  and  likely  future  placements 
as  well.  Dan  said  he  once  told  a  gay 
client  to  answer  “heterosexual”  to 
the  DSS  question  of  sexual 
preference  because  he  believed  it 
would  be  impossible  to  place  the 
child  with  that  person  otherwise. 

Virginia  Burns,  of  the 
Massachusetts  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
(MSPCC),  said  many  single,  long¬ 
time  foster  parents  were  angered 
by  the  policy  and  have  been  upset 
by  being  asked  their  sexual 
preference.  She  said  it  is  her  under¬ 
standing  that  some  social  workers 
are  simply  overlooking  the  ques¬ 
tion,  at  least  in  certain  cases. 

When  the  new  policy  was  an¬ 
nounced,  some  were  concerned 
that  foster  children  who  were 
already  placed  in  gay  or  single¬ 
parent  homes  could  be  taken  out 
of  the  homes  after  the  required  an¬ 
nual  review.  However,  neither 
Dan  nor  Bob  knew  of  any  gay  men 
or  lesbians  who  had  children  and 
then  lost  them  because  of  the 
policy.  It  was  also  believed  that  the 
policy  would  place  a  strain  on  gay 
parents  who  already  have  foster 
children.  One  woman  who  works 
with  foster  families  said  she  knows 
of  a  case  of  a  lesbian  who  isolated 
herself  from  the  gay  community  in 
fear  that  association  with  it  would 
jeopardize  her  adoption  of  her 
daughter. 

DSS  contracts  for  services  to' 
outside  private  agencies,  in  effect, 
paying  them  to  provide  for  the 
large  number  of  children  who  need 
either  temporary  or  permanent 
homes.  Three  outside  agencies, 
The  New  England  Home  for  Little 
Wanderers,  the  Boston  Children’s 
Services  Association,  and 
Worcester’s  Prospect  House,  were 


ceive  the  medical  attention  and 
rehabilitation  she  needs.  Thomp¬ 
son  charged  that  the  Kowalskis 
would  rather  have  their  daughter 
in  the  nursing  home,  even  if  it  is 
more  expensive  and  lacks  an  ade¬ 
quate  rehabilitation  program. 
Thompson  told  GCN  that  as-  long 
as  Kowalski  remains  in  the  nursing 
home,  she  is  “being  denied  the 
right  to  recovery,  and  she  is  run¬ 
ning  out  of  time.  Her  best  time  to 
improve  [the  first  two  years  after 
an  accident]  is  already  past.” 

Rebecca  Gorlin,  a  lesbian  and  a 
member  of  the  Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front  in  Boston,  told 
GCN  that  this  case  may  help  to 
make  disabled  lesbians  and  gay 
men  more  visible.  “Women, 
especially  as  disabled  lesbians, 
have  long  been  put  in  the  position 
of  children,”  Gorlin  stated.  She 
also  noted  that  most  disabled  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  are  very  much 
in  the  closet,  “because  they  are 
afraid  they  will  be  cut  off  by 
agencies  that  are  homophobic  and 
sex  phobic.” 

Until  a  decision  on  the  appeal  is 
made,  Karen  Thompson  must 
wait.  The  rulings,  she  says,  “may 
come  any  day  or  a  year  from 
now.”  It  has  been  two  months 
already  since  she  last  saw 
Kowalski.  Thompson  also  said  she 
is  concerned  about  the  impact  of 
the  separation  on  Kowalski’s  men¬ 
tal  health,  as  the  latter  has  had 
several  bouts  with  severe  depres- 
.  sion  within  the  last  year.  Letters  of 
support  may  be  sent  directly  to 
Sharon  Kowalski  at  the  Leisure 
Hills  Nursing  Home,  1500  East 
Third  Avenue,  Hibbing,  MN 
55746. 

There  is  also  a  need  for  financial 
contributions.  They  may  be  sent  to 
the  Minnesota  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Legal  Assistance,  c/o  Suzanne 
Born,  3436  Holmes  Avenue,  Min¬ 
neapolis,  MN  55408.  Make  checks 
out  to  MnGALLA. 

—filed  from  Boston 


all  contacted  to  determine  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  policy  within  their  agen¬ 
cies. 

Surprisingly,  they  said  DSS  has 
not  formally  mandated  that  the 
policy  be  followed,  and  they 
generally  describe  their  activities 
as  “business  as  usual.”  Mary 
Burns  of  Boston  Children’s  Ser¬ 
vices  Association  told  GCN  that 
she  expects  these  agencies  will  be 
monitored  for  the  policy  through 
their  licensing  mechanism  for  the 
Office  of  Children.  However,  she 
said,  they  have  received  no  official 
notification  that  the  licensing 
regulations  will  be  changed. 

Spokespersons  for  two  of  the 
agencies,  Prospect  House  in 
Worcester  and  Boston  Children’s 
Services  Association,  said 
knowledge  of  the  policy  has  made 
them  more  hesitant  to  place 
children  with  parents  they  know  to 
be  gay  or  lesbian.  They  said  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  policy  makes  them 
fearful  of  court  actions  in  such 
cases.  “We’d  be  massacred  in 
court,”  said  Mary  Burns  of 
Children’s  Services,  adding,  “We 
wouldn’t  have  been  particularly 
concerned  before  the  policy; 
nobody  would  have  cared.  But  the 
policy  could  be  used  against  us.” 

Diane  Protano  of  Prospect 
House  said  if  she  got  an  applica¬ 
tion  from  a  gay  person,  she  would 
call  her  contracting  agency,  the 
Office  for  Children,  to  see  if  she 
could  be  sued  as  a  result  of  making 
such  a  placement. 

The  three  private  agencies  said 


N.H.  Bill 
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ing  on  Ingram’s  bill  and  effective 
political  responses  will  be  held  Fri¬ 
day,  October  25  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
Franklin  Pierce  Law  Center,  class¬ 
room  1,  in  Concord,  N.H.  The 
meeting  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
New  Hampshire  Citizens  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights 
and  will  feature  speakers  Kevin 
Cathcart,  executive  director  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders,  of  Boston,  and  Diane 
Elze,  of  Maine’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Alliance.  Discussion  is 
expected  to  focus  on  the  evolution 
of  an  anti-lesbian/  gay  foster  care 
policy  in  Massachusetts,  effective 
coalition-building  and  lobbying 
strategies,  and  related  issues  that 
have  surfaced  in  New  Hampshire. 
Attorney  Ellen  Musinsky,  the 
organizer,  hopes  that  •  recent 


Continued from  page  1 

“I  would  not  legitimize  Joe 
Casper  with  a  response,”  said 
School  Committee  President  John 
O’Bryant.  “He’s  a  sick  man.  It’s 
pathological.  Read  [the  report] 
and  tell  me  the  man  is  right,”  he 
said,  adding,  “I  don’t  read  that 
stuff,  it’s  depressing.  I  don’t  re¬ 
spond  to  him  because  that  feeds  it. 
When  people  respond  to  it,  that 
just  feeds  his  ego.” 

Although  the  school  committee 
members  sought  the  endorsement 
of  BL/GPA,  it  is  unclear  if  any 
sought  that  of  The  Daily  World. 
Browne  said  she  did  not  know  she 
had  been  endorsed  by  The  Daily 
World  until  she  saw  Casper’s 
report. 

Browne  told  GCN  that  she  is  a 
registered  Republican;  McGuire 
said  she  is  a  registered  Democrat. 
“I’m  less  concerned  about  the 
‘ism’  than  about  people’s  concern 
for  social  justice,”  said  McGuire, 
and  Browne  said,  “Education  is  a 
question  of  fairness,  not  party 
stance.” 

Browne  was  also  upset  that  the 
report  misrepresented  her  position 
on  the  establishment  of  a  high 
school  for  lesbian  and  gay 
students.  “I  said  [I  would  be  sup¬ 
portive]  if  such  a  program  was 


they  are  not  asking  prospective 
parents  about  their  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  as  is  now  mandated  at  DSS. 
However,  they  say,  if  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  does  come  up,  they  do  ex¬ 
plore  it  further. 

It  is  probably  impossible  to 
gauge  the  number  of  people,  single 
or  gay,  who  are  passed  over  as 
parental  candidates  by  DSS 
workers  who  believe  such  applica¬ 
tions  are  an  exercise  in  futility.  But 
one  mental  health  professional, 
who  is  a  lesbian,  said  that  when  the 
foster  care  system  as  a  whole  is 
considered,  the  issue  of  gay  foster 
parents  is  relatively  small.  She 
believes  that  it  is  issues  such  as 
these  which  prevent  DSS  from 
looking  at  the  real  issues,  such  as 
how  to  better  support  families  who 
are  having  difficulty  caring  for 
their  children  rather  than  simply 
removing  them  and  often  putting 
them  in  homes  where  the  problems 
may  be  even  worse.  But  she  added 
that,  viewed  from  a  gay  liberation 
perspective,  the  issue  is  significant 
because  it  has  moved  beyond 
Massachusetts  and  because  it  is 
part  of  an  atmosphere  of  increased 
prejudice  towards  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

It  is  also  probably  impossible  to 
gauge  the  number  of  single  or  gay 
people  who  were  considering 
becoming  parents  who  will  not 
now  apply.  One  way  to  measure 
the  effect  might  be  to  see  if  the 
number  of  families  has  dropped 
since  the  advent  of  the  policy.  DSS 
Continued  on  page  7 


developments  will  galvanize  the 
New  Hampshire  community. 
“The  coalition  will  be  most  effec¬ 
tive,”  she  added,  “if  we  have  a 
large  membership.  Everyone 
doesn’t  have  to  be  lobbying. 
Legislators  feel  the  impact  if  con¬ 
stituents  simply  call  and  speak  to 
them  directly.” 

For  more  information  on  the 
October  25  meeting  or  the  work  of 
the  coalition,  write  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Coalition  for  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Rights,  P.O.  Box  756, 
Contoocook,  NH  03229,  or  call 
Celeste  Gosselin  at  (603)  228-9009. 
Interpreting  for  the  hearing  im¬ 
paired  may  be  scheduled  for  the 
October  25  meeting  by  calling 
Paula  Miller  at  (603)  529-1732 
(v/tty). 


needed.  We  have  a  moral  obliga¬ 
tion  to  educate  kids  and  to  set  up 
programs  that  are  needed  to  do 
that.  But  you  don’t  send  kids  [to  a 
gay  high  school]  simply  if  they’re 
gay.  You  don’t  isolate  kids  if  they 
can  be  in  the  mainstream.” 
McGuire  took  a  similar  stance 
when  she  was  questioned  about  the 
matter  at  the  BL/GPA  candidates’ 
night. 

Casper  has  been  a  controversial 
member  of  the  committee.  During 
the  recent  search  for  a  new 
superintendent,  he  made  remarks 
to  a  Latino  candidate,  Peter 
Negroni,  which  were  widely  inter¬ 
preted  as  racist.  Several  months 
ago,  he  stole  a  speech  which  a 
fellow  committee  member,  Rita 
Walsh-Tomasini,  had  written  and 
was  going  to  give  at  a  public 
forum.  Casper,  who  preceded 
Walsh-Tomasini  to  the 
microphone,  gave  the  speech 
himself.  Casper  also  has  made 
public  jokes  about  AIDS. 

Casper  had  not  returned  GCN's 
phone  calls  at  press  time. 

Other  candidates  mentioned  in 
Casper’s  report  were  Shirley 
Owens-Hicks,  Juanita  Wade,  and 
Rosina  Bowman. 


School  Committee 
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GCN  Job  Openings 

GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  following  full-time  posi¬ 
tions.  We  welcome  inquiries  about  these 
jobs. 

Promotions/Classified  Ad  Manager 

(available  on  or  before  January  1986):  Use 
direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  ads, 
renewal  campaigns  and  other  strategies 
to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Process  and  lay  out 
weekly  classified  ads.  Qualifications: 
Strong  writing,  administrative,  creative 
and  organizational  skills.  Previous  pro¬ 
motions/marketing  experience  helpful. 

Design  Director  (available  on  or  before 
January  1986):  Establish  overall  design 
of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists)  front  cover,  centerspread  art¬ 
work/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional 
brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Qualifications: 
Strong  graphic  design/art  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specifications, 
knowledge  of  printing  techniques  and 
previous  related  experience  preferred. 

All  positions  require  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist  politics,  and  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary  /Benefits:  $  150/week  and  fully 
paid  health  and  life  insurance,  sick  time 
and  three  weeks’  paid  vacation.  Each 
position  offers  the  staff  member  respon¬ 
sibility  for  his/her  own  job,  with  some 
flexible  hours  and  ample  room  for  in¬ 
novation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to:  GCN  Search 
Committee,  Gay  Community  News,  167 
Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


feeling  the  need 
for  explanations 

Dear  GCN , 

I’m  in  a  very  confused  state  at  this  time.  I’ve 
had  my  first  gay  experience  just  awhile  back  and 
now  I’m  confused  about  who  or  what  kind  of  per¬ 
son  I  am. 

I  must  admit  that  I  enjoyed  the  experience  very 
much  and  that  I  would  like  to  have  a  relationship. 
But  I’m  afraid. 

Now  in  this  gay  experience  I  played  the 
masculine  (man)  roll.  Like  I  said  it  was  more 
fulfilling  than  any  other  sex  I’ve  ever  had;  not  on¬ 
ly  physically  but  mentally  too. 

Now  my  problem  is  this.  How  should  I  pursue 
in  gaining  a  strong  and  healthy  relationship?  How 
can  I  explain  to  my  parents  my  true  feelings? 

The  two  above  questions  are  strongest  in  my 
mind  at  the  time!  But  I  do  have  many  more.  I 
would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  run  my  ad  for  me 
(below)  and  put  me  on  your  mailing  list. 

[Looking  for  sincere  gay  for  possible  relation¬ 
ship.] 

Shawn  D.  BIGGS 
125059,  Box  97, 

McAlester  OK  74502. 


why  can’t  we? 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  presently  serving  time  at  Avon  Park  Cor¬ 
rectional  Institution  and  I  will  be  the  first  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  we  gays  are  being  discriminated  against. 
It  is  bad  enough  being  here,  why  do  we  have  to  be 
“picked  on”  while  we’re  here? 

I  have  been  caught  having  sex  a  couple  of  times 
and  have  gone  through  hell  because  of  it.  They 
treat  us  like  we’ve  committed  a  major  crime. 
Since  being  in,  I  have  gotten  beaten  by  2  guards 
for  being  gay.  They  claimed  it  was  because  I  was 
“laughing  too  loud.” 

Recently  my  “girlfriend”  Vicki  and  I  tried  to 
move  in  the  same  cell  together  and  some  officers 
blocked  the  move.  We  had  to  go  through  the  Col¬ 
onel  to  do  it.  After  the  move  was  made  the  of¬ 
ficers  who  had  blocked  it  became  real  nasty.  The 
move  was  made  about  10  days  ago  and  since  then 
there  has  been  nothing  but  harrassment. 

We  in  here  can’t  do  everything  by  ourselves 
because  they  have  ways  of  shutting  us  up. 
However,  gays  on  the  outside  can  be  heard  and 
that’s  what  we  need.  Please  help  us  help 
ourselves.  We  need  support  from  outside  gays.  If 
straits  can  do  it,  why  can’t  we? 

Thanks  for  listening, 

Paul  Everson 
090563 

PO  Box  1 100  -  1584 
Avon  Park,  FL  33825 


waap’s  policy  on 
debating 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  writing  to  clarify  a  statement  made  by 
Janice  Irvine  in  her  “Open  Letter  to  Women’s 
Alliance  Against  Pornography.”  In  that  letter, 
Janice  stated  that  when  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild  attempted  to  schedule  a  debate  between  the 
Women’s  Alliance  Against  Pornography  and  the 
Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Taskforce,  “WAAP 
members  cited  a  group  policy  not  to  be  in  the 
same  room  with  FACT  members  —  a  policy  that 
derailed  the  debate.” 

In  the  course  of  organizing  our  upcoming 
forum  on  the  anti-pornography  ordinance,  we 
contacted  members  of  both  organizations  to  ask 
if  they  would  participate  in  a  debate.  Although 
FACT  agreed  to  the  debate  format,  a  represen¬ 
tative  from  WAAP  told  us  her  group  as  a  matter 
of  policy  did  not  debate  FACT  members.  We  ex¬ 
pressed  our  strong  disagreement  to  the  WAAP 
representative,  and  asked  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  policy  by  the  groTip.  When  we  were  subse¬ 
quently  told  that  WAAP  would  not  alter  its 
policy,  we  saw  only  two  alternatives:  we  could 
organize  a  program  that  called  for  two  separate 
presentations,  or  we  could  invite  FACT  alone  to 
make  a  presentation  at  the  meeting. 

After  consulting  with  FACT  and  obtaining  the 
agreement  of  its  representative,  we  decided  that  in 
the  absence  of  a  debate,  having  separate  presenta¬ 
tions  would  serve  the  political  dialogue  among 
our  membership  and  in  the  larger  community  bet¬ 
ter  than  having  FACT  make  its  presentation 
alone.  We  invited  WAAP  to  make  a  separate 
presentation  on  the  condition  that  they  explain 
during  the  presentation  their  reasons* for  not 
debating  FACT.  They  said  they  would  be  happy 
to  do  so. 

We  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  at  no  time  did 
WAAP  say  they  would  not  “be  in  the  same  room 
with  FACT.”  To  be  precise,  what  was  said  was 
that  WAAP’s  policy  was  not  to  debate  FACT  “in 
the  same  room  at  the  same  time.”  We  welcome 
everyone  with  an  interest  in  this  ordinance  to  at¬ 
tend  the  forum  on  Tuesday,  October  22,  at  8 
p.m.,  at  7  Temple  Street  (one  block  west  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Square)  in  Cambridge  to  hear  the  presenta¬ 
tions  of  both  groups  and  to  ask  questions  of  each 
of  their  representatives. 

Sincerely, 

Larry  Goldsmith 
Staffperson 
Anne  Kaufman 
Steering  Committee 
National  Lawyers  Guild 
Boston,  MA 

and  those 
bisexuals... 

Dear  GCN: 

It  has  taken  some  serious  thought  to-decide  to 
renew  my  subscription  to  Gay  Community  News. 
Frankly;  I  am  tired  of  opening  the  GCN  to  find 
story  after  story  with  no  gay  news  peg.  Or  a  very 
tenuous  one.  Like  “The  entire  female  population 
of  Massachusetts,  which  includes  some 
lesbians....” 

In  case  you  have  forgotten*  every  single  Marx¬ 
ist  state  that  has  ever  existed  has  made  it  state 
policy  to  annihilate  gay  people  and  eradicate 
every  aspect  of  gay  culture. 

1  am  not  interested  in  seeing  photos  of  the  gay 
banner  at  the  anti-nuke  rally  unless  you  show  me 
that  people  organized  around  nuclear  issues 
thereby  gain  an  analysis  which  leads  to  their  sup¬ 
port  of  gay  rights.  Likewise  baby  fur  seal  rallies, 
save  the  whale  demonstrations,  and  the  safe  con¬ 
traception  movement.  Can  you  tell  me  in  twenty- 
five  words  or  less  what  business  gay  people  have 
in  issues  of  contraception?  . 

And  bisexuals,  bisexuals,  bisexuals.  Think  of 
the  amount  of  space  you  have  devoted  to  bisex¬ 
uals  who  want  custody  of  their  children.  Except  in 
cases  of  rape,  gay  people  do  not  have  children. 
This  simple  biological  fact  seems  to  have  escaped 
your  attention.  While  lynching  by  handgun  re¬ 
mains  a  fact  of  life,  I  am  not  moved  to  tears  by  the 
parenting  problems  of  closet  cases  and  bisexuals. 

In  short,  I  think  you  need  to  get  your  priorities 
in  order. 

Sincerely, 

Lars  Eighner 
Austin,  TX 

P.S.  Running  prisoners’  ads  without  warning 
people  of  the  numerous  scams  involved  material¬ 
ly  contributes  to  the  oppression  of  gay  people. 
The  Quarterly  of  BWMT  had  an  excellent  system 
for  dealing  with  this  problem. 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

An  action/picket  will  be  held  at  the 
home  of  Bernard  Cardinal  Law  on  Satur¬ 
day,  October  26  at  1 1  a.m.  The  address  is- 
2101  Commonwealth  Ave.  in  Brighton 
(corner  of  Lake  St.). 


forced  relocation 
of  hopis  &  navajos 


Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  tell  you  how  I  feel  about  what  is 
happening  in  the  Big  Mountain  area  in  Arizona, 
otherwise  known  as  the  Navaho-Hopi  Joint  Use 
Area.  Public  Law  93-531,  which  was  established 
in  1974,  has  nearly  run  out.  The  law  stated  that 
the  Navaho  and  Hopi  had  until  1986  to  “volun¬ 
tarily’  ’  move  Off  their  land  (a  land  where  the  Hopi 
have  lived  for  at  least  5,000  years).  In  9  years,  on¬ 
ly  about  1,200  of  approximately  14,000  people 
voluntarily  moved  off  the  land  and  even  that  was 
with  some  major  manipulation  from  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

Along  with  Public  Law  93-53 1 ,  the  government 
set  up  rules  for  the  people  staying  on  their  land: 
prohibiting  the  people  from  repairing  their 
homes,  digging  wells  for  a  water  supply,  decreas¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  sheep  and  animals  permitted  on 
the  land,  and  other  rules  which  seriously  hindered 
the  people’s  ability  to  continue  to  live  self- 
sufficiently.  For  those  who  “voluntarily”  left  — 
with  an  offer  of  a  year’s  free  payment  on  a  house 
—  they  had  to  sign  a  paper  which  stated  that 
under  no  circumstances  could  these  people  return 
to  the  reservations.  However,  once  these  people 
moved,  some  knowing  very  little  English,  their 
difficulty  in  finding  jobs  and  being  unable  to 
make  their  payments  caused  them  to  lose  their 
houses  (some  houses  being  given  to  4  or  5  groups 
of  relocatees).  And  as  the  law  stated,  they  could 
not  return  to  their  reservation,  but  have  been 
cautiously  living  under  bridges,  attempting  to 
hide  from  the  patrollers  who  continuously  survey 
the  area  by  foot,  car  and  helicopter  for  the  return-' 
ing  people. 

The  situation  is  incredibly  complicated  and 
distressing.  The  government  seems  to  be  planning 
a  forced  relocation  around  July  of  1986.  But  the 
Navajo  and  Hopi  people  are  refusing  to  leave 
their  land.  The  only  interest  the  U.S.  government 
has  in  the  land  there  is  for  the  incredible  number 
of  tons  of  coal  and  other  minerals,  some  of  which 
lies  a  mere  six  inches  beneath  the  top  soil.  The 
government  has  little  concern  for  the  people,  their 
ancient  culture,  or  for  their  sacred  land.  For  the 
sake  of  preserving  the  culture  and  lives  of  these 
people  and  to  protect  the  ecological  balance  in  the 
Four  Corners  area,  the  Public  Law  93-531  must 
be  repealed.  THE  FORCED  RELOCATION 
MUST  BE  STOPPED!!! 

Not  only  will  Native  Americans  be  affected  by 
this  relocation  and  resulting  strip  mining,  but 
other  people  living  in  the  Four  Corners  region  will 
also  be  affected.  Already,  some  mining  has  been 
happening  in  the  Navajo  reservation  area  and 
thousands  of  gallons  of  water  per  day  are  being 
used  to  slurry  the  coal  to  the  energy  plant  in 
Southwest  Colorado.  The  aquifer  levels  have 
lowered  and  some  foliage  has  died.  If  increased 
mining  and  slurrying  occurs,  the  water  table  will 
be  seriously  affected.  This  will  then  cause  a 
change  in  the  ecological  balance  in  the  region,  af¬ 
fecting  drinking  water  supplies  and  vegetation 
there,  even  as  far  away  as  Denver.  THIS  AF¬ 
FECTS  OUR' LIVES!! 

I  am  outraged  at  the.  audacity  of  the  U.S. 
government  and  its  mind-boggling  ideas  for  the 
Four  Corners  area.  The  U.S.  has  no  qualms  with 
its  incredibly  blatant  racism  towards  these  peo¬ 
ple.  Energy  sources  and  money  are  the  only  goals. 
We  must  prevent  this  cultural  and  ecological 
nightmare  from  happening.  Native  Americans 
have  witnessed  enough  sacrifice  of  their  people 
and  culture.  Isn’t  it  time  we  lay  off? 

I  urge  you  to  write  to  your  congresspeople  and 
representatives  to  REPEAL  the  Public  Law 
93-531  and  to  DEMAND  A  STOP  TO  THE 
RELOCATION  of  these  indigenous  people. 
Serious  ramifications  will  result  for  all  people  if 
inis  relocation  idea  is  not  terminated. 

Thank  you  for  considering  this  issue  seriously, 
and  for  taking  the  time  to  write  a  letter  to  your 
representative.  Time  is  running  out  quickly  and 
we  must  save  what  is  left  of  the  Navajo  and  Hopi 
culture  and  land.  If  you  need  more  information, 
call  Chrystalynn  at  1-800-824-7255  during  the 
week,  10  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.,  Mountain  Standard 
Time. 

Thank  you! 

Chrystalynn 
Boulder,  CO 
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Speaking  Out- - - - 

Spider  Woman  Kiss-off 

By  Kenneth  Hale-  Wehmann 


“Some  of  my  best  friends  were  homosexuals,’ but  what  could  I  do  about  it?”  So,  with 
no  trace  of  irony,  says  Hector  Babenco,  the  director  of  Kiss  of  the  Spider  Woman,  in  the 
New  York  Native  (Aug.  26-Sept.  1).  Several  gay  people  I  know  have  seen  this  movie  and  seen 
nothing  wrong  with  it.  . I  was  quite  troubled  by  the  film,  however,  and  feel  compelled  to 
respond  to  Michael  Bronski’s  review  of  it  in  GCN  (August  10,  1985).  Oddly,  Bronski  refers 
to  Spider  Woman  as  being  welcome  relief  this  summer  of  Rambo,  because  it  “provokes.” 
Yes,  but  how  and  whom  does  it  provoke?  Rambo,  after  all,  is  nothing  if  not  provocative. 

While  I  will  not  claim  that  Spider  Woman  —  a  film  by  a  director  unknown  to  the 
general  public  concerning  a  queen  and  a  straight  radical  sharing  a  prison  cell  in  a  fascist  state 
—  that  this  film  will  come  near  the  influence  of  something  like  Rambo,  I  must  say  that  I  left 
Spider  Woman  feeling  sick  to  my  stomach  because  of  the  message  it  is  putting  out  to  semi¬ 
mass  audiences.  Reading  Bronski’s  review,  after  the  fact,  only  served  to  aggravate  this 
condition  of  rage.  I’m  learning  not  to  underestimate  the  opposition  and  what  it  believes,  not 
to  scoff  at  the  resources  at  its  disposal  for  disseminating  information.  Seeing  that  Bronski 
criticized  the  movie  mainly  on  aesthetic  grounds,  ignoring  the  political  message  it  seems  to 
me  to  embody,  I  feel  it’s  necessary  to  address  the  film  as  a  manifestation  of  certain 
mainstream  beliefs  about  sexuality  and  politics. 

I  have  not  read  the  book  on  which  the  movie  is  based,  so  I  came  to  the  movie  the  way 
most  people  in  fact  Vill  —  I  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  fill  in  any  deficiencies  of  the 
movie  with  my  knowledge  from  the  book.  I  should  also  say  that  it  seems  necessary  to  “give 
away”  twists  of  the  plot  in  order  to  show  why  I  find  the  film  distressing.  People  who  haven’t 
yet  seen  it  and  like  surprises,  no  matter  how  unpleasant,  might  want.to  stop  reading. 

Spider  Woman  is  dubbed  by  Bronski  a  “fascinating  meditation  of  the  roles  that  politics 
and  fantasy,  sexuality  and  sex  roles,  and  action  and  feeling  play  in  our  lives”  (by 
coincidence,  the  blurb  in  the  Boston  Globe  “Calendar”  refers  to  “the  interplay  of 
fantasy/reality,  politics/art  and  sexual  identity”).  Yet  Spider  Woman’s  biggest  flaw  in  my 
eyes  is  its  dearth  of  overt  political  content.  Valentin  Arregui  (played  by  Raul  Julia),  the 
supposed  radical,  never  lets  on  to  what  he  believes  and  was  working  for  when  he  was  thrown 
in  prison.  Beyond  some  vague  comments  about  the  imbalance  of  power  and  wealth, 
Arregui,  it  appears,  has  been  scrubbed  dean  of  any  marxist  or  socialist  spirit.  Without 
context,  his  “pragmatic  polemics,”  as  Bronski  calls  them,  are  quite  easily  ignored  by 
mainstream  U.S.  audiences  as  boring  digressions,  the  ravings  of  a  fanatic  —  time  to  get  up 
and  get  popcorn.  His  torturers  in  prison  can  be  written  off  as  communist  thugs,  for  all  one  is 
told  about  them.  Read  what  we  may  into  the  vacuum,  I  believe  this  is  the  way  most  people 
will  see  the  movie. 

As  Luis  Molina,  William  Hurt  was  not  queeny  enough  for  Bronski.  But  was  Hurt  “so 
intent  on  avoiding  any  stereotyping”?  Perhaps  he  didn’t  pull  off  the  drag.and  mannerisms 
.just  so  (it  would  have  been  far  more  interesting  had  he  succeeded),  but  Hurt  does  succeed  all 
too  well  in  playing  out  other  stereotypes.  He  is  apolitical  —  no,  worse,  he  embraces  a  Nazi 
film  and  loves  to  tell  the  story  because  it  is  sexy,  without  ever  realizing  its  political  message. 
To  Bronski,  Molina  dwelling  on  the  Nazi  propaganda  film  is  somehow  an  instance  of  “the 
intuitive  politics  of  the  queen.”  I  fail  to  see  this. 

Molina  is  also  pathetic,  terminally  unhappy;  there  is  little  doubt  it  is  because  he  is 
queer.  Lounging  belly  down  on  the  floor  of  the  cell,  Molina  declares  that  he  “ only  takes  it 
like  a  woman”  (gasps  in  the  audience,  but  also  self-congratulation  on  having  known  all 
along  that  all  of  them  were  really  like  that);  he  is  on  a  never-ending,  doomed  search  for  a 
“real  man,”  incomplete  as  he  is  himself.  In  the  interview  with  the  Native,  Babenco  is  also 

Community  Voices— — — — — - 


no  women  at 
campus 

Dear  GCN : 

I  went  to  “Campus”  last  Thursday  night  with  a 
gay  male  friend.  I  was  told  that  he  may  enter,  but 
that  I  may  not.  When  I  asked  the  reason,  the 
doorman  told  me  that  because  I  am  a  woman,  and 
because  it  is  a  gay  male  club,  I  could  not  come  in. 
It  is  a  private  facility,  therefore,  they  may 
discriminate  against  whomever  they  please. 
Although  I  am  known  for  my  facetious  tone,  I 
shall  abstain  from  being  funny  in  this  case, 
because  being  turned  out  has  overriden  any  sense 
of  humor  I  had  prior  to  this  incident. 

I  am  from  the  most  tolerant  and  liberal  city 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  San  Francisco.  I  mention 
my  city,  because' it  is  so  different  from  Boston  — 
and  one  marked  difference  is  that  one  doesn’t 
have  to  be  of  a  particular  sex  or  sexual  preference, 
to  enter  any  nightclub.  It’s  a  gloriously  open  en¬ 
vironment,  allowing  straight  and/or  gay  people 
to  dance  where  and  with  whomever  they  please. 

Boston,  on  the  other  hand,  is  admittedly  not  as 
progressive,  and  certainly  more  conservative  than 
San  Francisco,  but  must  gay  men  perpetuate 
discrimination  and  create  divisiveness  within  our 
already  divided  community?  The  “gentleman”  at 
the  door  told  me  it  was  a  “gay  men’s  club”  and 
that  women  weren’t  allowed.  This  is  an 
outrageous  lie,  because,  as  a  Lesbian,  I’ve  spent 
many  a  Sunday  night  at  “Campus”  (Women’s 
Night),  and,  might  I  add,  on  these  nights,  women 
sentries  are  not  posted  to  dissuade  or  exclude  men 
or  their  friends  from  entering.  Do  we  want  to 
perpetuate  volatile  and  hostile  attitudes  about  sex 
discrimination,  or  do  we  want  to  encourage  and 
allow  tolerant  and  supportive  friends  to  be  with 
us  in  our  space? 

Granted,  it  is  important  for  us  to  have  a  place 
where  we  can  feel  safe  and  comfortable.  But  if  we 
desire  to  be  in  the  company  of  our  friends,  their 
sex  or  sexual  preference  must  not  be  critiqued  by 
our  nightclub  owners.  The  doormen  ask  us  to  go 
elsewhere,  or  ask  us  if  we  are  looking  for  “Man 
Ray,”  as  if  we  came  to  “Campus”  unknowingly, 
or  in  hopes  of  infiltrating  their  “all-male  fantasy 
world.”  We  may  enter  through  the  back  of  the 
club,  only  if  we  want  to  pay  $3.00  more. 

Should  we  be  good  little  Lesbians  and  not  cause 
a  ruckus  and  only  patronize  our  “exclusively” 
Lesbian  hole-in-the-wall  clubs?  Perhaps  we 
should  patronize  “Campus”  just  on  Sunday,  and 
demand  that  the  management  make  all  things 
equal  and  post  sentries  to  prevent  the  men  from 
entering  our  “palace  of  pleasure?”  Should  we 
continue  to  frequent  an  establishment  that 
outrightly  discriminates?  While  I  ask  you  to  con¬ 


template  this.  I’m  buying  my  one-way  trip  ticket 
back  to  my  city  by  the  Gay  Bay.  While  I  may  be  a 
warrior.  I’ll  not  be  a  martyr. 

Sincerely, 

Susan  Kay 
Somerville,  MA 

the  slick  truth 

Dear  GCN: 

Wait  a  minute! 

Pornland...  “started  in  1973  with  Playgirl,  the 
magazine  that  made  the  newsstand  safe  for  male 
nudity.  Others  think  it  started  a  little  later  with 
After  Dark,  the  magazine  with  a  sophisticated 
and  distinctly  gay  sensibility.  Either  way, 
everyone  agrees  that. ..Blueboy... in  1976,  was  the 
first  magazine  to  combine  these  two  attributes 
and. ..launch. ..the  softcore  slick.”  “Pornland,” 
by  Bill  Kreidler,  GCN  9/14/85’. 

Kreidler  doesn’t  even  include  IN  TOUCH  in  his 
list  of  gay  slicks,  but  the  fact  is  that  I.  T.  published 
its  first  issue  in  October  1973,  on  slick  paper, 
featuring  male  nudes  and  articles  on  film,  the 
theatre,  books,  the  arts  and  a  number  of  other 
things,  including  fashion.  We’ve  just  passed  our 
12th  birthday  and  are  still  the  leading  gay  slick. 
So  I  don’t  know  who  “everyone”  is,  but  it’s  not 
our  hundreds  of  thousands  of  faithful  readers. 

It  was  nice  to  see  the  four  shots  of  George 
Payne’s  torso,  however  —  even  though  un¬ 
credited. 

Sincerely, 

Bob  Stanford 
Editor-in-Chief 
IN  TOUCH 
North  Hollywood,  CA 

r.i.p. 

Dear  GCN: 

May  I  call  attention  to  the  following  item  for 
someone’s  file  on  Tantalizing  Tidbits  from  a  Lost 
History  —  a  quotation  in  the  new  Supplement  to 
the  Oxford  English  Dictionary  illustrating  the  use 
of  “R.I.P.”  (under  the  entry  for  the  letter  R;  vol. 
3,  1982): 

“1816  Catholicon  11.264  Obituary. ..On 
the  24th  inst.  Mr.  Cornelius  Peter  Mur: 
phy... possessed  with  a  heart  glowing  with’ 
the  most  generous  sentiments,  he  con¬ 
tracted  his  illness  by  devotedness  of  his 
friendship  to  a  deserving  youth,  from 
whom,  during  the  course  of  his  long  and 
fatal  malady,  he  could  not  be  separated. 
R.I.P.” 

Yours, 

Jim  Ricketson 
Tokyo,  Japan 


quoted  as  saying,  “Molina  cannot  be  complete  in  his  relationships  because  he  wants  a  real 
man,  and  what  a  real  man  wants  is  of  course  a  real  woman.”  And  this  man  is  to  be  praised 
for  making  a  “gay  film”?  Molina’s  drag  is  not  political,  but  only  humorous,  something  to 
be  snickered  at  in  shopping  mall  cineplexes.  He  calls  his  penis  an  “accident,”  says  he  is  a 
woman  inside.  When  you  see  this  transpiring,  remind  yourself  that  these  are  not  taken  by 
much  of  straight  U.S. A.  as  the  thoughts  of  one  queer,  but  the  destiny  and  tragedy  of  alt 
queers.  Given  the  superficial  characterization,  there  is  nothing  in  the  film  that  even  hints  at 
the  prospect  of  a  gay  political  identity;  when  Molina  is  released,  the  gay  world  he  returns  to 
is  even  more  mindless  than  we  have  been  prepared  to  expect. 

The  clincher  is  that  Molina  is  a  traitor,  a  fink,  a  self-serving  wimp.  He  is  kind  to  Arregui 
because  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  prison  authorities  to  extract  information  about  Arregui’s 
movement;  in  return  for  his  help  he  will  be  released.  When  Molina  sleeps  with  Arregui,  it 
seems  that  his  purpose  is  to  gain  the  information  he  needs  to  be  freed  (aside  from  fulfilling 
his  need  for  humiliation).  So  on  top  of  it  all,  Molina  is  a  hypocrite. 

.  Molina  shows  almost  no  compunction  for  his  betrayal  until  his  parole;  in  his  last 
moments  in  the  cell,  he  agrees  to  smuggle  out  a  message  to  Molina’s  lover  in  the  movement, 
Liliana.  But  retribution  is  swift:  Molina  is  tailed  by  the  police  to  his  rendezvous  with  Liliana, 
and  is  fatally  shot  by  Liliana  to  keep  his  secrets  from  the  hands  of  the  police.  Those  who 
have  a  copy  of  Vito  Russo’s  Celluloid  Closet  can  pencil  in  yet  another  queer’s  just  desserts  at 
the  end  of  the  book’s  “necrology,”  or  catalog  of  the  ends  met  by  gay  people  in  movies  over 
the  years.  Molina  has  been  useless  and  his  effort  to  repent  for  his  treatment  of  Valentin  has 
been  flung  in  his  face.  And  the  fact  that  Liliana,  and  not  the  police,  shoots  Molina  is  likely  to 
be  seen  as  what  is  bound  to  happen  when  a  fringe  group  is  at  work. 

The  final  scene  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  this  film’s  agenda.  Back  in  the  prison, 
Valentin  has  been  tortured  by  prison  authorities.  A  sympathetic  medic  gives  him  a  shot  of 
morphine.  Valentin  goes  into  a  sleep  and  dreams  that  his  bourgeois  lover  (played, 
significantly,  by  Sonia  Braga,  who  played  the  gutless  torch  singer  in  Molina’s  Nazi  film) 
comes  and  takes  him  away  to  a  tropical  paradise  where  he  needn’t  fret  about  economic 
justice  or  his  torturers  ever  again.  This,  to  my  mind,  negates  any  meaning  Valentin’s  politics 
might  have  had,  as  he  takes  refuge  in  the  world  of  his  privileged  lover,  the  police  are 
absolved,  and  the  radical  Liliana  is  paired,  however  bizarrely,  with  the  queer  Molina. 

My  point  is  this.  Straight  reviewers  are  insisting,  in  an  effort  to  make  this  movie 
palatable  for  straight  audiences,  that  Spider  Woman  is  not  about  sex  or  sexuality  at  all, 
though  there  does  happen  to  be  a  fag  in  it.  And  it’s  not  “just”  about  politics  either.  No,  it  is 
about  something  else  entirely,  they  say.  But  this  movie  is  very  much  about  sexuality  and 
some  very  troubling  ideas  about  gayness,  and  I’m  afraid  it  could  easily  provoke  people  in  a 
way  not  that  dissimilar  from  Rambo.  I  am  disappointed  to  see  such  a  superficial  review  of 
Kiss  of  the  Spider  Woman  in  GCN. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 

TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED,  _ ,  ^ 

and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  t 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  Nevys  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 


scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is _ Address _ 

City  _ _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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Older  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  Organize 

Celebrating  the  Legacy 


of  Age 


LEGACY  members  (left  to  right):  Colleen  Fisher,  Arthur  Pike, 
Meredith  Bethune,  Buzz  Hellstrom,  Ann  Maguire  and  Patrick  Riggs 


By  Charles  Ash 

There’s  a  new  gay  organization 
in  the  Boston  area:  LEGACY 
(Lesbian  and  Gay  Aging  Cycles). 

LEGACY  has  been  started  by 
and  is  intended  primarily  for  older 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  although 
there  are  no  age  restrictions. 

There  have  been  previous  at¬ 
tempts  to  organize  older  lesbians 
and  gays,  but  for  one  reason  or 
another  none  of  them  endured. 
Problems  with  finding  suitable 
meeting  places,  continuity  of 
leadership,  and  other  problems  led 
to  their  demise. 

Organizations  for  older  gays 
face  one  huge  problem:  many 
older  gays  and  lesbians  have  spent 
thirty  or  forty  years  in  the  closet. 
For  these  people,  discretion, 
hiding,  and  privacy  have  become  a 
way  of  life.  Consider  their  cir¬ 
cumstances:  if  you  had  had  it 
dinned  into  you  at  home,  at 
church  and  in  school  that  “sexual 
perversion”  was  a  terrible, 
frightening  thing,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  God  and  man;  if  you  had 
no  access  to  accurate  information 
about  homosexuality;  if  the  few 
gay  people  whom  you  saw  or  heard 
about  were  objects  of  contempt, 
hatred,  or,  perhaps  even  worse, 
ridicule;  if  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  a  gay  bar,  in  fact,  no  gay  social 
life  at  all;  then  wouldn’t  you,  as  an 
older  gay  friend  of  mine  put  it, 
“keep  that  part  of  my  life  to 
myself”?. 

So  the  problems  of  getting  older 
lesbians  and  gay  men  together 
often  lie  as  much  with  the  people 
themselves  as  with  a  hostile  socie¬ 
ty.  Unfortunately,  years  ago  some 
gay  people  so  internalized  society’s 
fear  and  loathing  that  they  created 
a  very  poor  self-image  for  them¬ 
selves  and  a  deep  lack  of  self- 
confidence.  A  friend  of  mine  once 
told  me  that  he  wouldn’t  go  to 
meetings:  “If  I  sit  there  all  evening 
and  say  nothing,  they’ll.think  I’m 
stupid.  And  I’m  afraid  that  if  I  do 
say  something,  it  will  sound 
stupid.”  I  didn’t  have  the  heart  to 
tell  him  that  the  latter  considera¬ 
tion  hasn’t  prevented  an  awful  lot 
of  people  over  the  years  from  say¬ 
ing  an  awful  lot  of  things  at  the 
meetings  which  I’ve  attended. 

The  background  for  LEGACY 


really  begins  years  ago  in  New 
York  City  when  a  group  of  social 
workers  found  that  their  older  gay 
clients  tended  to  be  even  more 
reclusive  than  other  older  people. 
Some  of  them  had  long  been 
estranged  from  their  families, 
some  had  lost  long-time  lovers 
without  making  new  friends,  and 
some  had  always  been  “loners.” 
With  advancing  age,  lower  in¬ 
come,  loss  of  mobility,  and  shelter 
problems,  their  lives  had  become 
pretty  dreary.  So  SAGE  (Senior 
Action  in  a  Gay  Environment)  was 
formed.  SAGE  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful.  It  runs  a  multiplicity  of 
programs,  has  published  a  book 
and  maintains  a  headquarters 
which  is  usually  buzzing  with  ac¬ 
tivity.  Of  course,  SAGE  has  a 
population  of  something  like  three 
million  from  which  to  draw;  the 
Boston  area  can’t  compare  in  size. 

But  LEGACY  is  trying.  When 
Ann  Maguire  asked  Chris 
Jackson,  Dave  Gearhart,  and  this 
writer  if  we’d  like  to  participate  in 
starting  something  like  SAGE  we 
agreed  to  help.  Some  of  us  visited 
SAGE  at  their  New  York  head¬ 
quarters.  SAGE’s  very  first  ad¬ 
vice,  repeated  many  times  over, 
was:  “Start  small  and  be  very,  very 
patient.  Build  slowly.  Don’t  ex¬ 
pect  fast  results.” 

LEGACY  is  doing  just  that. 
From  a  few  first  exploratory 
meetings  in  Boston  City  Hall  (it’s 
good  to  have  some  official  sup¬ 


port,  instead  of  indifference  or 
hostility),  LEGACY  has  moved  to 
other,  less  intimidating  quarters. 
Plans  are  to  meet  alternately  in 
Cambridge  and  Boston.  So  far, 
meetings  have  emphasized 
socializing  and  getting  acquainted, 
defining  some  projects  and  asking 
who  would  be  interested  in  work¬ 
ing  on  them. 

What  does  LEGACY  plan  to 
do?  The  very  first  aim  is  to  provide 
older  lesbians  and  gay  men  with  a 
friendly,  open  social  environment 
in  which  they  can  get  to  know 
more  of  their  peers.  Some  people 
avoid  bars  for  various  reasons. 
Alcoholism  is  not  uncommon  in 
the  gay  community.  Some  people 
fear  ridicule  from  younger"  gays. 
Some  people  have  been  brought  up 
to  feel  that  going  to  bars  alone  at 
night  is  not  only  dangerous  but 
something  that  no  respectable 
woman  does.  Those  are  some  of 
the  reasons  why  it  has  been  dif¬ 
ficult  for  older  gays  to  socialize. 
Young  people  today  may  find  this 
a  bit  difficult  to  understand,  but  it 
is  a  very  clear  and  present  reality 
for  us. 

There  are  other  short  and  longer 
range  projects,  like  keeping  in 
touch  with  gay  people  who  lack 
mobility,  either  by  regular  phone 
calls  or  by  visits.  A  major  project 
which  may  take  years  to  bring 
about  is  housing:  shared,  con¬ 
gregate  or  whatever  configuration 
becomes  possible,  given  the 


availability  of  buildings. and  the  in¬ 
clinations  of  members.  This'  will 
not  be  easy,  given  the  cost,  the 
building  and  health  codes  which 
must  be  met,  and  other  obstacles. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  possible. 
Recently  the  New  York  Native  ran 
a  short  piece  about  a  small  town  in 
northern  Michigan  in  which  a 
group  of  gays  is  setting  up  housing 
for  gays.  If  they  can  do  it  in  nor¬ 
thern  Michigan,  we  can  do  it  in 
Boston! 

This  is  a  very  difficult  time  for 
gay  people.  Faced  with  a  cruel  and 
devastating  disease,  AIDS,  and 
what  may  well  turn  out  to  be  a 
cruel  and  devastating  panic  over 
AIDS  all  over  the  country,  we  need 
each  other’s  support  as  we  never 


have  before.  LEGACY  wants  to 
begin  by  being  a  model  for  caring 
and  support  in  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  If  you  think  that  goal  is  impor¬ 
tant  artd  want  to  help:  welcome! 

The  next  LEG  A  CY  get-together 
will  be  held  on  October  29  at  the 
Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon 
St.,  Copley  Square.  On  October  25 
LEGACY  will  sponsor  a  Hallo¬ 
ween  party  at  the  Cambridge 
Committee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl  St., 
Central  Square.  Plans  are  now  be¬ 
ing  made  for  a  LEGACY 
Thanksgiving  event  on  November 
26.  For  more  information  about 
LEGACY,  call  Ann  Maguire  at 
725-3307. 


Haitians 

Continued from  page  1 

As  many  as  thirty  thousand  peo¬ 
ple  in  Boston  may  be  from  Haiti. 
Haitians  Jiere  live  mostly  in  the 
neighborhoods  of  Mattapan  and 
Dorchester  and  the  city  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Although  there  are  many 
recent  immigrants,  the  Haitian 
community  in  the  Boston  area  is 
well  established.  Migration  to 
Boston  from  the  Caribbean  began 
just  after  World  War  I.  The  U.S. 
Marines  held  Haiti  at  that  point, 
and  up  until  1934,  U;S.  military 
governors  ran  the  country.  In 
1957,  Francois  Duvalier  was 
elected  president,  and  exercised  a 
bloody  and  corrupt  dictatorship 
for  14  years.  Thousands  of  Hai¬ 
tians  fled  for  their  lives,  with  a  ma¬ 
jor  wave  pf  immigration  to  the 
U.S.  occurring  during  the  1960s. 
Jean-Claude  Duvalier,  also  a 
brutally  repressive  dictator,  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  in  1971  and  cur¬ 
rently  holds  power. 

Education  about  AIDS  is 
among  the  first  tasks  faced  by 
Bonnet  in  his  role  as  liaison.  “I 
will  speak  to  groups,  go  to  chur¬ 
ches,  go  to  schools,  patients  and 
family,  use  pamphlets,  radio  and 
cassettes,”  he  said.  “There’s  a 
high  percentage  of  illiteracy  in  our 
community,  which  makes  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  approach  people.  You 
have  to  go  to  a  one-to-one  basis.” 


Bonnet  adds  that  many  Haitians 
are  distrustful  of  doctors  and 
Western  medicine  in  general. 
“They... go  to  the  hospital  for  one 
day,  two  days,  three  days  and  the 
doctor  says,  ‘So  far  I  don’t  know 
what  is  wrong  with  you!’  And 
automatically,  if  a  doctor  can’t 
find  out  what  is  wrong,  it  must 
really  be  spiritual;  so  we  have  to 
convince  them  that  even  with  the 
sophisticated  things  that  exist  for 
diagnosis,  there  could  sometimes 
be  some  difficulties.” 

Although  Bonnet  has  a  strong 
respect  for  the  folk  medicine  prac¬ 
ticed  among  many  Haitians,  he 
worries  about  the  mystical  aspects 
of  his  people’s  medical  beliefs: 
“Some  people  are  strongly  at¬ 
tached  to  voodooism...and  believe 
it  can  protect  you,  so  sometimes 
they  have  different  interpretations 
of  diseases,  not  just  AIDS,  any 
diseases.  Again,  the  planned 
education  policies  are  needed  to 
make  a  breakthrough  in  this  area. 
People  will  be  reluctant  at  first.” 

Bonnet  is  not  really  sure  how 
many  of  the  Haitians  with  AIDS 
whom  he  sees  are  gay,  although  he 
is  certain  that  there  are  some.  “It  is 
very  frequent  that  you  find,  in  our 
community,  people  who  are  bisex¬ 
ual.”  Bonnet  noted  that  in  his  ex- 
Continued  on  page  7 


You  Don't  Have  to  Be  Desperate. 

Many  people  feel  that  therapy  is  exclusively  for  those  in  extreme  emotional 
upheaval.  Preventive  work  and  life-improving  therapy  are  important  as  well. 

We  at  A.A.P.  advocate  improving  the  quality  of  life  through  individual  goal 
setting,  recognizing  and  developing  your  strengths.  You  don’t  have  to  be 
desperate. 

•  Same  Day  Appointments 

•  Fee  Based  on  Ability  to  Pay 

•  Relaxed  Atmosphere 

•  Sat.  &  Evening  Appointments 

Associates  for  the 
Advancement  of  Psychotherapy 

266-1 187(Boston)  362-63 13(Cape  Cod) 

Matthew  D.  Keenan,  L.I.C.S.W.  Allan  Belcher,  M.A. 
Executive  Director  Clinical  Director 

Stephen  Ansolabehere 

Attorney -at- Law 

Landlord/Lease  Problems 
•  Wills/Probate 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Relationship  Contracts 
Estate  Planning 
Criminal  &  Civil  Trials 
Injury  Claims 
Partnerships/Corporations 

426-9244 

132  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 

CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 


JTinr  ArrommohationB 


Announcing  a  different  approach 
to  the 

Weekend  Escape 


Cal I  or  write  today  for  your  passport  to 
an  exciting  getaway 


90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Graichen,  proprietor 


FOR  A  VACATION  IN 
TROPICAL  SPLENDOR .. . 


Spindrift 

A  Tropical  Resort  In 

West 


Pool  •  Sundecks  &  Patios 
Parking  •  A/C,  TV,  Private  Bath. 
Adjacent  Restaurant  •  Gardens 
&  Snack  Bar  •  Wine  &  Beer 

Hostess: 

Helen  Schwartz 

Slmonton  Street  •  Key  West,  Florida  330461 
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Pat  Parker:  Poet  as  Preacher 


Jonestown  and  Other  Madness 

Pat  Parker 
Firebrand  Books 
Ithaca,  New  York  1985 
$5.95,  75  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras 


In  high  school,  I  studied  poetry  by  (mostly  male) 
18th  and  19th  century  writers.  Their  language  was 
archaic  and  theif  poems  (at  the  time)  said  nothing  to 
me.  About  this  same  time,  I  began  writing  my  own 
poetry  —  little  prose-like  things  that  expressed  my 
feelings  and  experiences,  but  had  basically  no  literary 
merit.  As  the  years  progressed  and  I  became  more 
serious  about  my  poetic  endeavors,  I  became  influenced 
by  the  so-called  “confessional”  style  of  Anne  Sexton. 
Still  later,  I  came  upon  the  work  of  Pat  Parker. 

Some  might  call  Parker’s  style  “confessional”  in 
that  it  relays  her  day-to-day  experiences.  The  poem 
“Legacy,”  from  her  new  collection,  Jonestown  and 
Other  Madness,  celebrates  generations  and  details 
loving  and  raising  children.  “Maybe  I  Should  Have 
Been  a  Teacher”  is  a  poem  about  Parker’s  hectic  daily 
life  and  her  attempts  to  find  time  to  write. 

“My  Brother”  is  a  poem  about  Parker’s  friend,  the 
Black  gay  male  musician,  Blackberri.  Highly  personal, 
the  poem  nevertheless  mirrors  societal  injustices. 
Parker’s  poem  focuses  on  hatred  of  gay  men,  hatred 
which  comes  from  queer  basher^  as  well  as  lesbians.  In 
mid-poem,  there  is  a  lengthy  reminiscence  about 
Claude,  a  good-mannered  Black  boy  who  delivered 
newspapers  and  sang  in  the  church  choir.  One  day,  he 
was  thrown  in  front  of  a  car  by  a  gang  of  homophobes. 
Parker  notes  of  her  friend,  ’Berri,  “you  were  not  always 
this  size”  and  “How  many  cars  have  you  dodged  Berri?” 
Later  in  the  poem,  Parker  fantasizes  a  joint 
concert /reading  with  her  friend,  but  it  is  unable  to 
become  a  reality  as  “lesbian  audiences /were  not  ready 
for  my  faggot  /  brother . . . .  ” 

In  the  foreward  to  Movement  In  Black,  Audre 
Lorde  said  of  Pat  Parker,  “And  for' the  Sisters  who  still 
think  that  fear  is  a  reason  to  be  silent.,  Parker’s  poetry 
says  loudly  and  clearly:  I  HAVE  SURVIVED!  I  SEE, 
AND  I  SPEAK!”  It  is  a  courageous  move  for  Parker  — 
she  is  a  minority  person  —  as  Black,  woman,  and  gay. 

As  her  friend,  Judy  Grahn,  stated  in  the 
introduction  to  that  same  earlier  collection,  “Parker’s 
way  of  working  has  always  been  to  keep  her  ears  open 
among  a  community  of  people,  and  take  on  the 
personal  responsibility  for  saying  what  was  on  people’s 
minds  and  important  to  them.”  Parker  does  share  some 
people’s  viewpoints  and  she  is  able  to  phrase  things 
simply  yet  more  eloquently  than  others.  She  is 
opinionated  and  there  is  a  preacher  quality  to  her  work. 
In  book  form,  her  poetry’s  printed  words  seem  crude 
and  bare.  They  need  to  be  verbally  propelled,  sent  out 
in  pride  and  anger. 

Parker’s  poem  entitled  “Bar  Conversation”  really 
has  little  to  do  with  drinking  or  bars,  much  unlike  her 


earlier  poem,  “Pit  Stop.”  Instead,  it  is  merely  set  in  a 
bar,  the  launching  pad  or  catalyst  for  Parker’s  opinions 
on  lesbian  s/m.  In  the  bar  conversation,  a  young 
woman  wants  Parker  to  act  as  a  (supportive)  spokes¬ 
woman  for  lesbian  s/m.  Parker  says:  “The  first  impulse 
is  to  dismiss /the  entire  conversation  as  more/ ram  blings 
of  a  SWG/(read  Silly  White  Girl: /derogatory /charac¬ 
terization /used  by  minorities  for/certain  members  of 
the /Caucasian  race.)” 

Then  Parker  lets  l^er  mind  travel  back  a  decade  or 
more,  to  feminist  consciousness-raising  groups  and 
demonstrations  and  to  the  early  gay  liberation  strug¬ 
gles.  She  asks  if  this  is  what  our  revolution  was  about, 
“so  women  could  use  whips  and  chains?”  Later,  furious, 
she  says:  “the  poll  is  complete /no,  no  no  no /this  is  not 
why  we  did  it. ...”  I  find  it  presumptuous  for  Pat  Parker 
to  speak  for  all  those  early  demonstrators,  when  I’m, 
sure  many  of  them  do  support  all  facets  of  sexual  libera¬ 
tion,  inclusive  of  lesbian  s/m.  Yet,  this  is  part  of 
Parker’s  preacher  quality.  She  is  a  charismatic  poet, 
strongly  speaking  her  opinions.  Parker’s  poem  is  the 
most  articulate,  though  faulty,  argument  I  have  ever 
read  against  lesbian  s/m  —  that,  in  itself,  stands  as  fair 
testament  to  Parker’s  admirable  writing  ability. 


Pat  Parker 

In  her  new  book,  two  of  Parker’s  poems  deal 
directly  with  the  oppressive  double  standards  placed 
upon  Blacks  in  the  U.S.  The  poem,  “One  Thanksgiving 
Day,”  comments  on  Priscilla  Ford.  As  Parker  states:  “A 
tired  middle-aged  Black  woman /was  not  thankful  that 


day /not  thankful  for  her  job /wrapping  gifts  at 
Macy’s/not  thankful  for  the  state /taking  custody  of  her 
child /she  was  not  thankful  /for  her  Lincoln  Continen¬ 
tal.”  On  that  Thanksgiving  Day,  Priscilla  roared 
through  the  streets  of  Reno,  striking  thirty  people  with 
her  Continental  and  killing  six. 

Parker  shares  Priscilla’s  middle-aged,  female  Black¬ 
ness  and  understands  Priscilla’s  feelings  of  anger,  fear, 
defeat  and  isolation.  At  her  trial,  Priscilla  Ford’s  lawyers 
pleaded  insanity,  but,  as  Parker  recounts,  “the  state  of 
Nevada /was  frightened. /If  Priscilla  Ford  could  do 
it /Who  else? /How  many  Black  faces /that  emptied  gar¬ 
bage/waited  tables /bagged  groceries /wrapped  pres¬ 
ents/were  capable?”  Ford  was  given  the  death 
sentence. 

Parker  continues  her  study  of  Black  oppression 
with  a  poem  about  Jonestown,  in  which  nearly  one 
thousand  Blacks  committed  suicide  in  the  far-off 
village.  They  had  been  instructed  to  kill  themselves,  the 
instructions  coming  from  their  religious  leader,  a  white 
man,  the  Rev.  Jim  Jones.  Parker’s  most  powerful 
remarks  on  Jonestown  appear  not  in  her  poem  of  that 
name,  but  in  the  preface  of  this  collection.  She  writes: 
“As  I  travel  and  talk  with  people,  I  find  that  most  of 
then  do  not  believe  what  they  have  been  told.  Yet  we 
still  know  very  little.  I  must  ask  the  question:  If  900 
white  people  had  gone  to  a  country  with  a  Black 
minister  and  ‘committed  suicide,’  would  we  have  ac¬ 
cepted  the  answers  we  were  given  so  easily?” 

Parker  has  this  continuous  refrain  going 
throughout  her  poem:  “Black  folks  do  not  commit 
suicide.”  To  insure  this  point,  Parker  mentions  her  un¬ 
cle  who  died  in  prison;  his  body  was  delivered  to  the 
family  in  a  sealed  coffin.  Prison  authorities  insisted  he 
had  committed  suicide. 

It  is  true  that  many  murders  are  made  to  resemble 
suicides  or,  living  in  the  society  we  do,  people  are  often 
forced  into  seeing  and  committing  suicide  as  their  only 
logical  recourse  when  confronted  with  situations .  In  the 
context  of  her  poem,  I  can  understand  Parker’s  state¬ 
ment  that  Black  people  do  not  commit  suicide.  Why 
was  it  necessary  to  have  armed  guards  present  as  the 
people  of  Jonestown  lined  up  for  the  poisoned  Kool- 
aid?  Was  this  really  suicide? 

However,  Parker’s  statement  is  alarming.  In  the 
Jonestown  poem,  she  makes  reference  to  white  folks  be¬ 
ing  “crazy”  and  implies  that  suicide  is  something  whites 
do  and  Blacks  don’t.  I  find  this  disturbing.  Suicide  has 
no  barriers.  Any  person  of  any  category,  be  it  racial, 
religious  or  sexual  preference,  is  capable  of  suicide.  By 
insisting  that  “Black  folks  do  not  commit  suicide,” 
Parker  is  encouraging  a  harmful  myth. 

The  poems  in  this  new  collection  show  many  sides 
of  Pat  Parker:  playful,  loving,  proud,  angry.  The  poet 
Honor  Moore,  in  discussing  why  she  herself  writes 
political  poems,  said,  “With  hope  I  can  do  what  is 
morally  required  of  me  as  a  poet  and  a  member  of  the 
human  community  for  our  survival.”  I  think  Pat  Parker 
may  well  be  doing  the  same  thing.  She  writes  about 
what  she  sees,  much  of  it  hoping  that  we  can  survive 
and  overcome  the  madness  of  combined  social  in¬ 
justices.  For  me,  she  remains  a  poet  of  influence  and  in¬ 
spiration. 


Lustrous  Litany  of  Lesbian  Literature 


Sex  Valiant  Women  in  Literature 

Jeanette  H.  Foster 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  1985 

$8.95,  422  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 


The  single  most  important  study  of  lesbian 
literature,  Jeanette  H.  Foster’s  Sex  Variant 
Women  in  Literature ,  has  been  reissued  by 
Naiad  Press.  Foster’s  -incredibly  thorough  study  of 
lesbian  literature  from  Sappho  to  1956  is  indispensable 
for  any  research  on  lesbian /gay  literature,  and  also 
makes  fascinating  light  reading.  It  gives  plot  summaries 
for  hundreds  of  fascinating  works;  swatches  of  obscure 
lesbian  poetry;  and  many  of  the  most  overtly  lesbian 
lines  from  the  treasure  trove  of  lesbian  literature. 

Foster  also  comments  on  the  writing,  particularly 
to  speculate  on  the  authors’  intent  to  display  lesbianism 
in  their  work  when  the  wording  is  subtle.  For  example, 
in  discussing  Henry  James’  The  Bostonians,  Foster 
considers  to  what  extent  James  wished  to  suggest  the 
Verena  was  a  lesbian.  Says  Foster,  “James  had  spent  a 
year  in  Paris  during  the  1870s,  had  known  Flaubert, 
Maupassant  and  Zola,  and  could  not  have  escaped 
awareness  of  all  emotional  potentialities  between 


Jeanette  Foster 


Book  Review 


women.”  (p.  96)  Foster  is  unsurpassed  in  providing 
such  detailed  and  handy  information. 

Born  in  1895 ,  Foster  began  her  research  as  a  college 
junior.  She  quickly  decided  that  scientific  writing  on 
homosexuality  was  well-documented,  but  she  saw  a 
great  need  for  study  of  what  she  called  “imaginative 
writing”:  literature,  poetry  and  drama  about  lesbians. 
She  spent  most  of  her  life  researching  this  book, 
moving  around  the  country  and  even  taking  jobs  just  to 
get  access  to  various  libraries.  In  1956,  having  had  her 
completed  manuscript  rejected  by  many  publishers,  she 
spent  a  year’s  salary  to  publish  it  herself  with  a  small 
press.  The  small  printing  of  that  edition  went  virtually 
unnoticed  for  many  years,  but  with  the  rise  of  lesbian 
feminism,  interest  in  the  by-then-legendary  book 
revived,  and  a  Diana  Press  edition  was  issued  in  1975. 
When  Diana  Press  folded  in  1979,  the  book  was  again 
unavailable.  Naiad’s  new  edition  marks  the  long 
overdue  return  of  this  invaluable  work. 

The  new  edition  was  printed  from  the  original 
|  pages,  but  is  paperbound  in  a  strong  binding.  The 
o  only  addition  is  an  addendum  by  Barbara  Grier  which 
^  gives  Grier’s  updating  of  major  lesbian  titles  since  1975 
i®  (continuing  Foster’s  bibliography  which  had  been 
ended  by  her  invalidism  and  subsequent  death  in 
1981).  Barbara. Grier  is  unquestionably  Foster’s  heiress 
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Safe  Porn:  Psychological  and  Unpenetrating 


Hot  Living 

Edited  by  John  Preston 
Alyson  Publications,  Boston,  1985 
$7.95,  195  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Tim  Walton 


Y"  T°t  Living  is  a  collection  of  16  “erotic  stories 
§  -m  about  safer  sex.”  The  intent,  as  editor  John 
JL  JL  Preston  explains  in  his  introduction,  is  to 
“eroticize  responsible  sex.”  “Responsible”  means  pretty 
much  what  you’d  expect  and  then  some.  “The  stories 
are  meant  to  encourage  a  more  limited  number  of 
partners,  especially  to  discourage  anonymous  ones.... 
[They]  don’t  require  fucking  and,  where  fucking  is 
shown,  they  do  not  display  aggressive  fucking.”  This  is 
asking  a  lot  more  of  porn  than  that  it  just  be  “safe.” 

“Responsible”  the  sex  in  these  stories  certainly  is. 
On  the  phone,  people  don’t  even  talk  exchange-of- 
bodily-fluids.  In  person,  they  exchange  phone 
numbers.  And  these  aren’t  the  usual  throwaways. 
There’s  a  lot  of  dating  in  these  pages,  and  it  usually 
leads  to  marriage.  In  only  one  story  does  anyone  have 
sex  with  more  than  one  partner,  and  in  only  two  more 
are  the  partners  total  strangers.  In  four  stories,  there ’si 
some  fucking  (twice  aggressive!),  but  everywhere  the 
sex  is  hygienic.  Instead  of  hot  cum  pumped  into 
someone’s  stuffed  but  pliant  rectum,  we’re  treated  to  a 
lot  of  licking  (of  nipples  and  scrota,  please  —  no  ass¬ 
holes  need  apply)  and  plenty  of  jack-off  (mutually,  in 
clubs,  and  over  the  phone).  The  Princeton  rub  is  back, 
S&M  enjoys  its  comparative  safety,  and  Miss  Enema  has 
a  cameo. 

How  successfully  is  this  “responsible”  sex 
eroticized?  Not  very  —  for  me,  at  least. 

Readers  should  know  that  porn  mags  like  Man- 
scape  (the  most  frequently  cited  in  the  contributors’ 
notes)  are  not  my  idea  of  a  hot  read.  The  blowsy 
overwriting  can  laugh  down  all  but  my  most  impervious 
erections.  The  sparer  prose  of  Straight  to  Hell  is  more 
to  my  taste,  as  is  also  its  verisimilitude.  Indeed,  the 
writing  I  remember  being  most  turned  on  by  occurs  not 
in  pornography  at  all  but  rather  in  novels  like 
Burroughs’  Wild  Boys  or  Purdy’s  Narrow  Rooms.  So  my 
finding  Hot  Living  neither  hot  nor  lively  might  seem 
insignificant  except  for  the  following:  in  preparation  for 
this  review,  I  went  and  read  the  latest  issue  of  Manscape 
and  found  it  more  of  a  turn-on,  almost  story  for  story. 
I’ll  bet  Hot  Living  would  fail  this  comparison  test  even 
with  readers  who  liked  it  all  right  to  begin  with.  Which 
raises  the  question:  has  pornography,  poor  mule,  been 
asked  to  bear  more  “responsibility”  than  it  can  carry? 

I  think  the  answer  is  yes.  Porn  is  not  the  supplest  of 
literary  genres.  When  you  start  reading  it,  you  know 
you’re  going  to  progress  pretty  rapidly  to  a  penis 
ejaculating  in  a  body  cavity  with  the  “story”  ending  on 
that  page  or  the  next.  Along  the  way,  a  psychological 
context  may  have  been  provided  (involving,  say, 
domination),  but  the  point  all  along  has  been  “to 
produce  masturbation”  (as  Preston  puts  it),  and  this  is 
done  by  invoking  your  libidinal  icons  that  get  you  up 
and  get  you  off.  These  icons  all  (I  hazard  the  guess) 
have  to  do  with  penetration.  ( Manscape  readers 
wouldn’t  even  be  guessing!) 

Why  this  is  so  includes  literary  as  well  as 
psychological  reasons.  A  penis  in  an  anus  or  a  penis  in  a 
mouth  fixes  the  location  of  these  organs  and  sharpens 
the  image  in  the  masturbator’s  mind.  When  you  read 


porn,  more  than  your  hand  has  to  be  off  the  page.  Your 
mind,  too,  has  to  be  elsewhere.  It  has  to  be  focusing  on 
that  icon  that  accompanies  and  brings  about  the  ecstatic 
experience  (orgasm).  If  the  penis  isn’t  located,  the 
image  isn’t  sharp  and  the  icon’s  not  invoked.  In  Hot 
Living,  owing  to  Preston’s  reformationist  program,  the 
icons  have  been  thrown  out  of  the  temple.  Too  often 
what  one  finds  in  their  place  are  tedious  descriptions  of 
the  positioning  of  bodies  and  appendages.  Porn  then 
becomes  as  exciting  as  a  demonstration  in  geometry. 

Porn  also  has  a  difficult  time  of  it  when 
promiscuity  and  anonymous  sex  are  done  away  with. 
Promiscuity  (or  at  least  some  idea  of  it)  can  be  exciting, 
so  it’s  harder  to  write  hot  porn  if  you  have  to  write 
without  it.  Anonymous  sex  can  also  be  exciting  and 
hard  to  do  without,  but  doing  without  anonymous  sex 
runs  a  greater  risk  than  just  that  of  coming  up  with 
something  else  hot.  If  two  people  having  sex  aren’t  total 
strangers,  then  they  know  something  about  each  other. 
They  have  some  sort  of  relationship,  and  so  are  well  on 
their  way  to  becoming  (gasp!)  Real  People.  It  then 
becomes  not  just  hard  to  write  porn  but  impossible. 


You’ve  slipped  off  into  the  realm  of  fiction.  The  short 
story  is  perhaps  the  genre  Preston  should  have  chosen 
for  his  reformationist  purposes,  but  he  didn’t,  and  I 
intend  it  without  prejudice  to  the  individual 
contributors  when  I  say  that  the  literary  value  of  the 
collection  is  generally  very  low. 

So  porn’s  been  asked  to  be  psychological  and 
unpenetrating.  It’s  like  asking  a  donkey  to  do  dressage 
while  hobbled.  No  wonder  the  act  falls  flat. 

Does  this  mean  that  there  can’t  be  porn  that’s  both 
hot  and  “safe”?  I  might  have  wondered  that  myself 
after  having  read  Hot  Living  but  for  one  highly 
“irresponsible”  story  title  “Inevitable”  by  someone 
called  “Mach.”  It’s  a  screen  treatment  about  two  young 
buddies  who  can’t  admit  their  love  for  each  other  until 


Limited  Portrait 

Criminal  Women 

Edited  by  Pat  Carlen 

Polity  Press,  Cambridge,  England,  1985 

$8.95  paperback,  252  pages 

Reviewed  by  De  Larson  and  Mona  Smith 


Pat  Carlen’s  book,  Criminal  Women,  raises  issues 
and  challenges  longstanding  theories  about 
women  who  commit  crime.  One  of  the  few  books 
dealing  with  the  subject,  it  is  the  self-portrayal  by  four 
British  women,  who,  through  their  criminal,  acts, 
became  part  of  the  criminal  justice  system. 

In  her  introduction,  Carlen  provides  the  reader 
with  an  overview  of  the  conventional  theories  of  women 
offenders.  Rooted  in  misogyny,  these  theories  contend 
that  biology  is  destiny;  female  offenders  are  unable  to 
fulfill  traditional  roles,  as  inspired  by  the  Bible;  women 
are  inherently  evil;  and  women  criminals  are  taking  on 
the  masculine  role.  While  each  of  these  stories  denies 
established  theories,  they  are  not  representative  of  a 


of  Law  Breakers 


they’ve  admitted  their  homosexuality  to  themselves. 
Viewed  overall,  “Inevitable”  is  a  romance,  yet  incident 
by  incident  it’s  classic  porn,  with  one  or  the  other  of 
them  being  homosexually  abused,  aroused,  or  other¬ 
wise  involved.  The  story’s  quick  succession  of  scenes 
portrays  a  variety  of  sex  acts  (including  a  gang  rape),  yet 
it’s  all  “safe,”  i.e.,  no  bodily  fluids  are  exchanged. 
Sometimes  the  way  this  is  done  is  ingeniously  con¬ 
vincing  (as  when  a  prison  guard  is  about  to  rape  one  of 
the  heroes  and  asks  a  fellow  guard,  “You  got  any 
rubbers?  I  don’t  want  my  wife  to  smell  a  boy’s  asshole 
on  my  dick.”),  other  times  completely  unbelievable  (as 
when  the  other  hero  is  sent  naked,  blindfolded,  and 
masturbating  into  a  shower  room  of  jocks  with  a  sign  on 
his  back  saying  “I  Want  Cock!”  and  all  they  do  is  beat 
off  on  him).  Convincing  or  not,  it’s  always  hot;  often 
“irresponsible,”  but  always  “safe.”  Though  only  a 
screen  treatment,  it’s  deftly  written  and  a  pleasure  to 
read. 

“Inevitable”  is  unique  among  the  stories  in  this 
collection  in  its  depiction  of  aggressive  fucking, 
anonymous  sex,  and  multiple  sex-partners.  It  is  one  of 
only  three  stories  that  make  no  mention  of  AIDS  —  a 
striking  omission  in  a  collection  motivated  and  formed 
by  our  current  health  crisis.  To  be  sure,  most  of  the 
stories  that  do  mention  AIDS  do  so  very  much  in 
passing.  There  are  only  four  that  dwell  on  it.  One  of 
them,  George  Whitmore’s  “No  One  Gets  Hurt,”  is  as 
outstanding  from  the  rest  in  its  literary  value  as 
“Inevitable”  is  in  its  pornographic.  Its  hero,  Reilly,  goes 
from  being  a  sex  pig  to  asexual  after  his  best  friend  dies 
of  AIDS. Holed  up  in  his  room  mourning  for  his  friend, 
guilty  at  his  own  survival  and  fearful  for  it  as  well,  Reilly 
could  stand  for  many  gay  men  during  that  first 
bewildering  onset  of  the  epidemic.  At  the  end,  he  is 
either  released  into  or  revealed  as  being  in  an  endless 
S&M  scene  where  a  big  dick  slaps  across  his  lip-shut- 
face.  Some  people,  I  have  heard,  have  used  AIDS  to 
heighten  an  S&M  scene.  Here,  it  is  the  scene!  It’s  a 
troubled  and  troubling  story. 

This  grim,  non-pornographic  portrait  of  the  gay 
soul  in  the  grip  of  AIDS  hardly  accords  with  the 
evangelism  of  Preston’s  introduction.  The  contributors, 
he  claims,  have  “come  together  here  to  give  you  one 
very  essential  message:  Sex  is  not  over  with.  There  are 
ways  to  have  sex  that  are  enjoyable,  and  that  are 
desirable.”  Reilly  would  hear  this  good-news  message 
with  skepticism.  Others,  apparently,  are  hearing  it  with 
hope.  Or  maybe  it’s  just  the  lure  of  the  “irresponsible” 
cover  drawing  with  three  nude  men  in  provocative  poses 
and  livid  purple.  In  any  event,  they  may  not  mind  the 
bland  bar-buddy  tone  of  the  writing  or  the  equally 
bland  middle  class  of  the  young,  white  characters.  They 
may  not  find  the  stories* hot,  but  they  may  (as  Preston 
hopes)  begin  to  imagine  some  scenes  that’ll  turn  them 
on,  and  be  “safe”  and  maybe  even  “responsible.” 

My  own  wish  for  the  buyers  of  this  book,  however, 
is  that  they  find  Hot  Living  so  tepid  that  they  come  out 
of  the  cave  of  porn  altogether  and  no  longer  be  content 
with  the  sight  of  shadows  on  the  cave  wall  of  bodies 
having  sex.  For  while  the  icons  of  porn  are  few,  the 
practices  of  sex  are  myriad.  Hot  sex  is  not  limited  to  that 
which  can  be  thought  of  as  hot  (i.e.,  porn).  The  body 
has  more  ways  to  come  with  other  bodies  than  the  mind 
can  begin  to  catalogue. 


group  of  imprisoned  women,  those  struggling  out  of 
poverty.  Another  drawback  to  the  introduction  is 
Carlen’s  use  of  technical  and  academic  language  which 
can  be  alienating  to  many  women. 

Carlen  proposes  that  the  essential  criminal  woman, 
as  described  in  conventional  theories,  does  not  exist. 
She  writes: 

[W]omen  who  break  the  law  come  from  all  kinds  of 
backgrounds,  though  as  with- male  lawbreakers,  those 
women  who  land  up  in  prison  are  much  more  likely  to 
have  come  from  the  lower  socio-economic  groups  than 
from  the  higher  ones.  Once  their  crimes  become 
known,  however,  all  women  lawbreakers  have  to 
confront  the  myths  which  permeate  both  the  criminal 
justice  system  and  the  prisons.  The  four 
autobiographical  accounts  presented  in  this  book 
confront,  question,  and,  I  think,  ultimately  deny  the 
two  dominant  myths. 

However,  the  stories  the  editor  chose  to  present  fail  to 
support  her  analysis  of  women  and  crime.  The  essays, 
while  valid  in  and  of  themselves,  cut  against  her 
conclusions  that  women  are  led  astray  by  their  male 
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Gossip,  Innuendo,  &  Desperate  Small-Town  Lust 


On  Glory’s  Course 

James  Purdy 

The  Penguin  Contemporary  American 
Fiction  Series 
New  York,  1983 

( Originally  published  by  the  Viking  Press,  1984) 
$6.93,  paperback,  378 pp. 

Reviewed  by  H.W.  Seng 


In  James  Purdy’s  fiction  there  is  often  a  sense  of 
having  invaded  the  tomb  of  people,  often  obsessed 
women,  who  are  half-dead,  who  are  traumatized  by 
an  event  in  the  past  which  renders  them  helpless  to 
continue  to  fully  participate  in  the  present.  With  the 
publication  of  On  Glory's  Course,  we  can  add  Adele 
Bevington  to  the  company  of  Millicent  De  Frayne, 
Elijah  Thrush,  and  Estelle  Dumont,  of  those  who 
compel  servitude.  The  role  of  the  server  is  utmost;  it  is 
almost  always  filled  by  young  men.  One  is  continually 
tested,  one  is  always  applying,  waiting  to  be  satisfied. 
But  the  longing  to  serve  and  be  served  goes  on. 


James  Purdy 


Adele  Bevington,  “the  diamond  queen,”  by  most 
accounts  stopped  living  when  she  was  forced  to 
abandon  her  son  shortly  after  having  given  birth  to 
him.  The  remainder  of  her  life  —  some  thirty-odd  years 
—  is  spent  never  letting  the  townspeople  who 
persecuted  her  forget  her  “fall”  and  their  role  in  it. 
Adele  never  married,  her  boy  being  the  issue  of  a 
liaison  with  a  Chicago  industrialist,  who  purportedly 
sent  her  diamonds  year  after  year  as  compensation  for 
her  disgrace.  Adele  contends,  in  .a  chat  with  Fonthill’s 
junior  high  English  teacher  with  a  Ph.D. ,  that  “talk  and 
insinuations,  my  dear,  never  die  in  Fonthill”;  but  much 
of  the  fuel  for  the  incendiary  wagging  of  tongues  is 
provided  by  Adele  herself.  She  never  can  decide  just 
who  knows  about  her  “sin”  and  who  doesn’t.  This,  and 
not  her  precious  downfall,  threaten  her  sanity,  such  as  it 
is  by  the  time  the  narrative  begins  —  1930. 

By  the  literal  minded,  Purdy  could  be  accused  of 
taking  E.M.  Forster’s  dictum  “only  connect”  to  the 
limits  of  absurdity,  for  in  Purdy’s  world  there  are  no 


limits.  Taboos  are  violated  regularly,  love  is  inseparable 
from  obsession.  He  takes  romanticism  to  the  breaking 
point,  much  further  than  any  of  the  nineteenth-century 
Romantics  could  ever  have  dreamed  —  even  the  opium 
eaters  among  the  sacred  band.  In  this  novel  everyone  is 
half-in-love  with  everyone  else,  if  the  narrator  is  to  be 
believed.  We  are  free  to  believe  what  we  will,  just  as  the 
citizens  of  Fonthill  are.  What  is  important  is  that  there 
is  gossip,  for  if  there  weren’t  there  would  be  nothing. 
All  that  is  left  to  do,  now  as  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
Great  War  of  1914,  is  to  tell  tales  and  to  love  whomever 
is  available  to  love:  mother,  son,  spinster,  fairy,  dough¬ 
boy,  horse. 

To  make  up  for-  the  loss  of  her  son,  Adele 
surrounds  herself  with  young  men  from  whom  she  ex¬ 
tracts  devotion  and  in  return  for  which  she  provides 
culture  and  inspiration.  Her  chief  disciples  are  Alec  and 
Ned  Cottrell,  who  are  already  devoted  to  their 
widowed  mother,  Elaine.  Alec,  a  grandee  of  sorts, 
confides  to  Adele  that  Elaine  is  only  happy  when 
slaving  in  the  kitchen  of  her  boardinghouse.  She  is,  in 
fact,  vulgar  and  sentimental,  though  Purdy  does  not 
invite  us  to  condemn  her  for  that.  The  sons  are  having  a 
hard  time  balancing  their  devotions  between  the  two 
shrines.  Later,  Adele  and  Elaine  do  bat'tle  Tor  Keith 
Gresham’s  wounded  heart  and  mutilated  flesh. 

What  saves  this  potentially  melodramatic  scenario 
from  sentimentality  and  tedium  are  the  horrific 
revelations  that  surface  in  the  unwinding  o£  the  plot. 
What  is  disturbing  is  that  no  one,  whether  observer  or 
participant,  seems  very  shocked  by  any  of  it.  Words  like 
gothic,  baroque,  fabulisdc  come  to  mind;  but  are 
finally  put  aside  because  the  exaggeration  is  so  con¬ 
trolled. 

Purdy  makes  things  so  much  larger  than  life  so  that 
we  look  at  them  more  closely.  Pastor  Hughes,  if  we  are 
to  believe  his  half-demented  wife  Rosa,  fucked  at  least 
half  of  Fonthill’s  female  population,  some  of  them 
apparently  undone  “within  reach  of  the  Holy 
Scripture.”'  Val  Dougherty  kisses  his  horse  with  fervor 
frequently  (this  we  know  for  fact,  for  Ned  witnessed  the 
scene  and  Val  confessed  his  affection  for  the  beast;  the 
town  also  think  he  sodomizes  his  favorite- mare.  Keith 
Gresham  had  most  of  his  sexual  apparatus  blown  off  in  ■ 
the  Great  War.  Adele  swoons  before  his  “cicatrice,” 
swathes  him  in  her  diamonds,  and  then  bathes  him  in 
kisses  from  head  to  toe.  Elaine,  more  quietly,  opens  her 
1  arms  and  larder  to  Fonthill’s  survivor  from  “across  the 
|  ocean,”  when  Alec  goes  off  to  the  big  city  and  she  feels 
®  she  must  have  a  mainstay  in  her  home.  She  is,  of 
course,  perfectly  capable -of  running  her  -house  and 
raising  her  remaining  son.  Women  without  men  is  a 
theme  which  runs  through  this  novel.  None  of  the 
women  have  any  use  for  the  men  of  Fonthill  except  as 
receptacles  for  the  volleys  of  words  in  their  arsenals  of 
the  past. 

Many  of  these  men  have  sensibilities  and 
mannerisms  that  would  suggest  a  lack  of  physical  ardor 
for  women.  There  are  affinities  between  the  older 
women  and  younger  men  that  are  partly 
temperamental  and  partly  the  result  of  the  sexual 
frustration  that  small-town  life  gives  rise  to.  The  piano 
teacher,  Rita  Fitzsimmons,  holds  occasional  cultural 
evenings,  though  she  prefers  tutorials,  at  which  the 
haze  of  blue  smoke  and  hints  of  sexual  possibilities 
keep  her  going  until  her  annual  trip  to  New  York  City. 
Those  young  men  who  call  upon  her  and  Adele,  her 
arch-rival  in  dispensing  culture,  are  law  clerks  and 
telephone  operators  who  have  nowhere  to  go.  They  are 
intimidated  by  the  saloon  crowd  and  avoid  the 
unhygienic  houses  of  “malodorous  fame.”  Rita  is 
inevitably  taken  to  the  cleaners  by  a  sharpie  traveling 


salesman.  Not  important  —  too  predictable;  but  the 
tale  Elaine  spins  at  her  evening  meal  is  appetizing. 

There  are  two  registered  homosexuals  in  Fonthill: 
Paul  Ferrand,  Alec’s  voice  teacher,  “in  exile  from  the 
Chicago  opera”  as  a  result  of  a  nervous  collapse  that 
drove  him  shamefacedly  back  to  family  home  and 
money;  and  Dr.  Charles  Radwell,  one-time  lackluster 
paramour  of  Adele’s  who  later  horrifies  her  by  sleeping 
with  his  chauffeur.  Adele’s  commentary  on  this  trans¬ 
gression  is  indicative  of  her  priorities.  (On  a  visit  to  the 
doctor’s  home  she  espies  the  imprint  of  two  heads  on 
the  bed’s  pillows,  viewed  through  an  open  door.): 

“If  one  must  sleep  beside  his  groom,  one  should  close 
and  lock  the  door,  Ned.  Close  and  lock  it.  That  sight 
was  worse  than  a  whole  counterpane  covered 
with... condoms!”  [p.  138] 

Adele’s  sensibilities  have  survived  most  assaults. 
We  of  course  never  know  how  many  there  actually  were. 
Her  last  days,  when  faced  with  the  possible  truth  that 
her  son  is  a  vegetable  in  the  county  home,  are  spent 
giving  soirees  for  the  town’s  drifters.  She  gives  us 
Camille  at  the  very  end,  lying  on  her  bed  in  a  slip, 
covered  with  her  entire  collection  of  diamonds,  con¬ 
sumed  by  fever,  in  front  of  an  open  window  through 
which  snowflakes  are  entering. 

By  the  world’s  standards,  certainly  by  Fonthill’s 
provincial  code,  Adele  is  definitely  immoral  and 
probably  crazed.  For  that  matter  most  of  the  luminaries 
of  Fonthill  society,  and  sub -society,  are  bonkers.  They 
are,  however,  only  just  over  the  edge  and  there  is  truth 
in  what  they  say.  They  simply  take  all  of  the  emotional 
ties  and  responses  which  society  endorses  a  step  beyond. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  affection  and  a  multitude  of 
kissing  between  and  among  the  sexes  and  all  age  groups 
in  this  novel.  Much  of  it  is  misdirected,  some  grossly 
inappropriate,  but  never  is  it  as  obscene  as  the  carnage 
that  occurred  in  Europe.  Adele’s  ministrations  over  the 
mutilated  body  of  Keith  Gresham,  her  attentions  to  his 
“scattered  sex”  is -a  form  of  love.  It  is  rescued  from  the 
pathological  by  her  lament  to  the  fifteen-year-old  Ned: 
“Isn’t  it  shameful  to  need  people  when  they’re  not  even 
right  for  one?”  (p.  366) 

Elaine  and  Adele  require  men,  but  more  to  carry 
out  their  purposes  than  to  satisfy  their  physical 
longings.  The  Widow  Hughes  is  quite  attached  to 
Elaine,  smothering  her  often  with  kisses  and  endear¬ 
ments,  though  part  of  her  devotion  to  Elaine  is  a 
recoiling  from  the  race  of  men  that  included  her 
lecherous  husband.  “Normal”  relations  between  the 
sexes  are  not  possible,  Purdy  seems  to  be  saying.  So,  we 
should  make  do  with  “abnormal”  ones:  there  is  more 
than  a  hint  of  incest  between  Elaine  and  her  sons  (much 
too  much  kissing  on  the  boys’  mouths  for  a  Presbyterian 
mother);  Adele  at  30  flirts  outrageously  with  the 
15 -year-old  Ned,  who  has  replaced  his  20-year-old 
brother  at  Adele’s  court;  Paul  Ferrand  is  quite  taken 
with  Alec’s  “savageness”;  Keith  twice  bestows  an 
intense  kiss  on  Ned  and  fluctuates  between  love  and 
hate  for  the  son  to  replace  the  one  he  can  never  have. 

Somewhere  between  what  society  calls  “real  men” 
and  “sissies”  affection  and  love  have  to  survive, 
confused,  distorted,  desperate.  Listen  to  Elaine  Cottrell 
(talking  to  herself  after  a  visit  from  Sheriff  Greaves): 

“It’s  a  sad  thing  we  have  to  depend  on  men....  I  don’t 
mind  sons,  for  they’re  a  comfort  as  well  as  a  trial,  but 
those  big  grown-up  fellows.  I  don’t  know.  You  want 
them,  but  then  you’d  like  to  be  rid  of  them  once  the 
want  has  passed,  and  their  damned  pigheaded  blind 
selfishness  sweeps  over  your  life  like  a  cyclone.  I  think  I 
prefer  being  a  widow  than  have  to  take  my  orders  from 
a  big  strapping  bluff  of  a  know-it-all  like  him...." 

(P-  ^8)  Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 


Sex,  Reproduction,  &  Science  as  the  Enemy 


The  Mother  Machine:  Reproductive 
Technologies  from  Artificial 
Insemination  to  Artificial  Wombs 

Gena  Corea 

Harper  &  Row,  New  York,  1983 
$18.93,  374 pp. 

Reviewed  by  Nan  Hunter 


w 

▼  ▼  ith  the  extraordinary  need  that  exists  for  feminist 
analysis  of  the  new  reproductive  technologies,  it  is  unfor¬ 
tunate  that  the  first  full  length  work  to  appear,  Gena 
Corea’s  The  Mother  Machine,  is  so  seriously  flawed.  The 
field  is  critically  important.  Technologies— such  as  artifi¬ 
cial  insemination,  in  vitro  fertilization  and  surrogate 
mothering— which  enable  otherwise  infertile  couples  to 


have  genetically  related  children  also  have  a  range  of  other 
potentials,  dangers  and  ramifications.  As  lesbians  and  gay 
men  well  know,  they  make  it  possible  to  bear  or  beget  a 
child  without  heterosexual  sex.  More  ominously,  the  same 
technologies  could  be  used  to  implement  eugenicist  popu¬ 
lation  policies— selective  reproduction  along  race,  class  or 
gender  lines.  Most  fundamentally,  they  carry  the  potential 
to  radically  disconnect  sex,  marriage  and  the  family  from 
reproduction.  They  place  at  issue  the  very  meaning  of 
kinship. 

The  Mother  Machine  attempts  to  chart  the  pitfalls  for 
women  in  this  new  world,  and  indeed’ there  are  many. 
Corea’s  strongest  and  best  made  point  is  the  history  of 
glibly  undertaken  experiments  on  women’s  bodies.  The 
efforts  to  perfect  in  vitro  (literally,  in  glass,  or  in  test  tube) 
fertilization,,  especially,  have  often  occurred  in  the  context 
of  nonexistent  or  highly  questionable  consent  by  the 
women  who  were  the  experimental  subjects.  Because  IVF 
involves  removing  an  egg  at  a  time  in  the  menstrual  cycle 
when  it  is  ready  for  fertilization  and  then  reintroducing  it 
to  the  woman’s  body  when  it  will  successfully  implant  in 
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the  uterine  lining,  scientists  struggled  for  decades  to 
develop  the  techniques  and  the  timing  to  engineer  that 
intricate  two-step.  In  the  process,  they  removed  eggs 
without  women’s  knowledge  while  performing  other 
surgery,  scheduled  hysterectomies  to  maximize  the 
chances  of  finding  fertilized  eggs  on  which  to  experiment, 
and  administered  hormonal  drugs  to  speed  up  or  slow 
down  ovulation  without,  Corea  contends,  adequate  pre¬ 
testing  of  the  drugs  on  non-human  subjects.  One  of  the 
more  useful  functions  of  the  book  is  to  identify  the 
medical  risks  of  IVF  to  the  woman  considering  it,  risks 
which  Corea  implies  she  would  not  otherwise  be  informed 
of. 

Among  the  major  omissions  from  the  book,  however,  is 
any  analysis  of  contradictory  possibilities  for  the  control 
and  uses  of  these  technologies.  Instead,  Corea  fingers 
science  as  the  enemy,  producing  “technologies  that  will 
increase  male  control  over  women.”  In  this  formulation, 
science  itself  becomes  the  villain,  and  woman  the  inevit¬ 
able  victim.  Corea  is  so  eager  to  condemn  this  technology 

_  Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 
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Restless  Rednecks:  Gay  Tales 
of  a  Changing  South 

Roy  F.  Wood 

Grey  Fox  Press,  San  Francisco,  1985 
$7.95,  160  pp. 

This  volume  brings  together  fifteen  short 
stories,  most  of  which  have  appeared  in  print 
over  the  past  five  years.  Despite  possible  con¬ 
notations  in  the  main  title,  the  book  contains 
little  explicit  sex.  And  a  good  thing,  too,  since 
Wood’s  skills  as  a  writer  lie  in  quite  different 
realms. 

In  general,  the  tales  are  enjoyable  and 
make  good  light  reading.  To  seek  more  is  to 
encounter  a  number  of  difficulties.  Although 
one  story  turns  on  that  particular  care  a  gay 
man  must  taken  when  cruising  in  the  rural 
South ,  in  another  we  meet  a  character  who  has 
come  out  to  the  same  environment  with 
relative  ease.  In  some  tales  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  plot  and  ending  can  be  predictable 
(“The  Man  Who  Followed  His  Heart”),  rivet- 
ting  (“The  Lure  of  the  Sirens”),  subtle  (“A 
Time  for  Honesty”),  or  utterly  unconvincing 
(“Baptism,”  “Nursing  Papa,”  !‘The  Man  Who 
Stood  in  the  Corner”).  This  unsettling  varia¬ 
tion  in  Wood’s  capacity  to  make  us  believe 
what  we  are  told  seems  to  arise  from  his 
tendency  to  build  certain  stories  around 
private  concerns;  however  defensible  they  may 
be  as  political  statements,  these  concerns  get 
the  better  of  the  fictive  vehicle. 

Fortunately,  thsi  does  not  happen  on  every 
page.  There  is  wonderful  comedy  in  “The 
Nigth  the  Dykes  Destroyed  Dick’s  Bar”  and 
“A  Time  for  Honesty”  shows  that  Wood  has 
thought  hard  about  his  craft.  The  story  is 
deceptively  simple,  for  while  it  focuses  on  the 
man  who  decides  that  he  must  reveal  his  true 
self  to  a  long-time  friend,  only  very  careful 
reading  tells  us  that  the  friend  may  be  the  per¬ 
son  who  needs  to  reflect  on  the  value  of  hones¬ 
ty.  When  Woods  trains  his  talent  on  the  gay 
sensibility,  as  he  does  in  “Next  Time,”  “The 
Shrine,”  and  “The  Lure  of  the  Sirens,”  the 
result  is  three  portraits  of  exceptional  insight 
and  power.  Here,  Wood  has  the  humanity  to 
leave’ reflection  and  judgment  to  the  reader, 
although  two  of  the  characters  are  deeply 
disturbing  and  diametrically  opposed  to  the 
self-assured  gay  man  that  elsewhere  preoc¬ 
cupies  (and  judging  by  the  preface)  mirrors 
our  author.  How  refreshing,  then,  to  realize 
that  so  young  a  writer  can  be  interested  in 
other  expressions  of  male  homosexuality  and 
that  he  possesses  the  ability  to  help  us  con¬ 
template  what  few  gay  authors  have  bothered 
to  to  explore:  our  being  rather  than  our  body. 

—  Donald  Stone 


A  Studio  of  One’s  Own 

Ann  Stokes 

Edited  by  Dolores  Klaitch 
Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  1985 
$7.95,  103  pp. 

This  uniquely  constructed  book  deserves 
more  than  a  superficial  reading.  On  the  sur¬ 
face,  it  is  a  collage  of  reminiscences  by  a  group 
of  women  who  built  a  house  to  be  used  as  an 
artists’  studio.  But  beyond  the  sometimes  ex¬ 
cessive  details  of  constructing  a  small  building 
in  the  woods,  this  is  a  story  about  long-time 
lesbian  friends  “realizing  an  elaborate 
fantasy,”  as  builder  Ann  Goldsmith  writes. 
And  the  fantasy  is  not  so  much  the  building  of 
the  house,  but  the  experience  of  getting 
together  with  old  and  new  lesbian  friends  to 
work  on  friendship  itself.  I  think  the  kernel  of 
this  book  lies  in  the  following  sentence  from 
Ann  Stokes’  journal.  She  writes  about  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  Ann  Goldsmith:  “It  happens  so 
naturally;  her  visit  here  becomes  a  summer 
stay,  our  first  real  time  together  since  we  were 
students  at  Goddard  in  1954.  We  grow  into  a 
friendship  of  warmth  and  ease;  our  roots  have 
been  nurtured  by  sky,  sun,  earth,  camping 
out.” 

The  book  is  a  collection  of  journal  entries, 
poetry,  narration,  reminiscences  and  even  a 
glossary  of  construction  terms.  Most  notable 
are  the  photographs  of  women  working  on  the 
house.  Unfortunately,  the  reproduction 
quality  of  the  photographs  is  not  too  good, 
but  the  images  are  enticing  —  lots  of  skin  and 
muscle  engaged  in  non-traditional  activities. 
This  book  would  also  have  made  an  inspiring 
calendar.  As  a  writer  who  has  spent  time  at  a 
writers’  colony,  I  was  at  first  disappointed  that 
the  focus  of  the  book  was  on  the  building  of 
the  space  and  not  the  use  of  it  by  writers  and 
artists,  but  perhaps  that  will  be  a  future  pro¬ 
ject,  notwithstanding  the  publication  of  the 
work  being  created  there. 

Lesbian  writing  in  the  last  few  years  has 
been  characterized  by  extreme  realism,  in¬ 
trospection,  and  analysis.  This  book  is  about 
sunny  days,  friends  working  together,  con¬ 
fidence,  and  triumph  over  challenges.  It  could 
be  seen  as  a  throwback  to  the  idealistic,’ 
romanticized  lesbian  thinking  of  the  early 
’70s,  or,  perhaps  it  is  a  harbinger  of  a  new 
idealism.  Our  cynical,  shattered  community 
could  certainly  use  some  new  hope  and 
energy,  and  it’s  particularly  satisfying  that  in 
this  case  that  renewal  is  coming  not  from 
young,  untried  women  but  from  older  women 
who  affirm  for  us  that  our  lesbian  lives  and 
friendships  will  not  only  endure  but  grow 
richer. 

—  Maida  Tilchen 


Interviews 

Djuna  Barnes 

Sun  and  Moon  Press,  Washington,  D.  C. , 

1985.  $10. 95  paper,  396pp.  . 

Djuna  Barnes  is  best  known  today  for  her 
somewhat  obscure,  and  rather  anti-semitic, 
cult  novel,  Nightwood.  In  recent  years  her 
more  lesbian  works,  such  as  Ryder  and  The 
Ladies  Almanack,  have  been  published .  And 
now  we  have  Interviews,  collected  for  the  first 
time  by  Alyce  Barry;  these  are  by,  rather  than 
about,  Barnes.  Done  between  1914  and  1931, 
Barnes  considered  them  hack  work,  done  to 
pay  the  rent.  Her  subjects  were  wide  and 
diverse:  James  Joyce,  Billy  Sunday,  Mother 
Jones,  Diamond  Jim  Brady,  and  Lillian 
Russell.  (And  if  you  haven’t  heard  of  some  of 
these,  wait  till  you  see  who  else  is  in  the  book.) 
As  newspaper  writing  they  are  quirky  and  in¬ 
teresting.  Certainly  well  written,  they  express 
concerns  —  mostly  Barnes’  —  which  many  of 
the  interviewees  had  probably  never  been 
questioned  on  before.  (Although  many  times, 
because  Barnes'  voice  is  so  strong  here,  we 
have  the  feeling  that  the  answers  are  even 
more  Barnes’  than  the  questions.) 

Editor  Barry  makes  a  case  in  the  foreward 
that  these  pieces  contain  the  germs  of  all  of 
Barnes’  later  writing.  Well,  maybe... but  they 
are  certainly  entertaining.  Of  special  interest 
are  her  words  with  such  well-known  sapphists 
as  Coco  Chanel,  Alla  Nazimova,  and  Mimi 
Aguglia.  Certainly  meant  for  the  Barnes  affi- 
cionado.  Interviews  is  diverse  and  lighthearted 
enough  for  a  quick  breeze  through  by  anyone. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


Adrenaline 


Djuna  Barnes 


A  Studio  of  One's  Own 

Denton  Welch:  the  Making 
of  a  Writer 

Michael  De-la-Noy 

Viking  Press 

$20  hardcover,  303  pp. 

All  three  novels  of  the  gifted  English  writer 
and  artist  Denton  Welch  (1915-1948)  are  now 
back  in  print,  and  Dutton  will  be  issuing  his 
collected  stories  this  November.  (See  the  May 
’85  Book  Supplement  for  details.)  Now 
Michael  De-la-Noy,  who  prepared  the  recent 
edition  of  The  Journals  of  Denton  Welch,  has 
given  us  a  competent  and  affectionate 
biography  to  round  things  out.  Since  all  of 
Welch’s  fiction  was  autobiography,  more  or 
less  thinly  disguised,  much  of  this  book  con¬ 
sists  of  quotations  from  his  published  works. 
De-lay  Noy  also  draws  liberally  on  Welch’s  let¬ 
ters  and  on  the  reminiscences  of  people  who 
knew  him,-  including  his  lover,  Eric  Oliver. 
The  quotations  from  the  letter  are  tantalizing: 
is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  they  will  eventually 
be  published? 

But  read  Welch’s  books  before  you  read  his 
biography  —  it  would  be  a  shame  to  en¬ 
counter  his  wonderful  prose  first  as  a  mass  of 
disjointed  excerpts.  The  biography  will  then 
help  you  orient  yourself  in  Welch’s  world,  not 
least  by  making  explicit  certain  matters  which 
are  implicit  in  his  published  writing,  such  as 
his  endurance,  his  hunger  for  sexual  ex¬ 
perience,  and  his  sheer  gutsiness.  For  example, 
this  quotation  from  a  1944  letter  to  Henry 
Treece,  who  had  refused  to  publish  two  of 
Welch’s  stories  because  they  were  “amoral”; 
“It  really  has  been  horribly  difficult,  all 
through  childhood  and  adolescence,  resisting 
the  jokes  and  prods  of  parents,  guardians, 
brothers  and  even  friends;  and  now  that  I  am 
independent  and  absolutely  refuse  to  cloak 
what  transparency  and  honesty  remain  to  me 
in  the  conventional  cloaks  of  heartiness, 
sophistication,  irony  and  satire,  which  most 
people  seem  to  find  so  very  useful.”  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  the  man  who  wrote  this  produced 
the  most  powerful  and  uncompromising 
homoerotic  fiction  of  the  1940s? 

—  Duncan  Mitchell 

Adrenaline 

James  Dillinger 
Signet  Books,  New  York 
$3-50  paper,  302  pp. 

Like  Jean  Luc  Godard’s  1957  film  Breath¬ 
less,  James  Dillinger’s  Adrenaline  is  a  thriller 
posed  somewhere  between  noir  and  parody, 
pulp  and  art.  A  paperback  original,  this  book 
has  more  energy,  authentic  style,  and  politics 
than  most  well  regarded  high-tone  gay  novels. 
It  begins  with  Nick  and  Jeff  trysting  their  one- 
night  stand  away.  Suddenly  they  are  attacked 
by  a  homophobic  policeman  and  within  the 
hour  find  themselves  fugitives,  accused  cop- 
killers,  and  on  the  run  in  the  nightmare  world 
of  straight /gay  America. 

If  Adrenaline  had  opted  to  be  a  run-of-the- 
mill  cops-and-queers  it  would  have  been  all 
right.  But  author  Dillinger  has  an  eye  for  the 
absurd,  the  quixotic,  and  the  downright  ex¬ 
istential  in  pop  culture  and  pop  politics.  As 
Nick  and  Jeff  race  through  this  nightmare 
America  —  helped  by  handfuls  of  speed  — 
they  encounter  more  bizarre  and  grotesque 
creatures  than  Alice  ever  found  in 
Wonderland. 

What  makes  the  book  so  potent  is  that  Dill¬ 
inger  takes  on  not  only  the  straight  world,  but 
also  the  norms  and  abnorms  of  gay  life.  And 
whenever  it  seems  as  though  he  may  have 
gone  too  far,  he  is  not  afraid  to  verge  into  the 

§fc  very  dangerous  territory  of  self-parody.  The 
book  takes  such  risks  with  such  energy  that  it  is 
g  unclear  whether  or  not  the  author  is  popping 
I  pills  along  with  his  characters.  Don’t  miss  it. 
®  -  Michael  Bronski 


Fate  KeepsTori  Happening: 
Adventures  of  Lorelei  Lee 
and  Other  Writings 

Anita  Loos,  edited  by  Ray  Pierre  Corsini 
New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  and  Company, 

1984 

$16.95,  293  pp. 

Reading  this  book  could  be  dangerous.  If 
your  spelling  is  shaky,  the  early  essays,  written 
in  the  style  of  Lorelei  Lee’s  approximation  of 
the  English  language,  could  push  you  into  il¬ 
literacy.  Feminists  will  certainly  react  to  Ms. 
Loos’  use  of  the  phrase  “Women’s  Lib,”  and 
every  thinking  person  will  find  distressing  her 
nostalgia  for  the  time  when  women  sacrificed 
their  identity  to  snare  a  man. 

By  the  same  token,  most  of  the  essays 
gathered  here  prove  to  be  quite  harmless.  Her 
tidbits  about  Hollywood  stars  and  recollec¬ 
tions  of  European  grand  hotels  are  the  stuff 
that  yawns  are  made  of.  Some  humor  does 
surface,  as  when  she  reflects  on  the  glories  of 
coffee:  “I’m  grateful  every  day  that  it  isn’t 
banned  as  a  drug;  that  I  don’t  have  to  buy  it 
from  a  pusher,”  but  the  humor  of  the  book 
rarely  rises  to  insight  of  the  memorable  varity. 

I  say  “rarely”  because  running  through  a 
few  essays  is  the  intriguing  conviction  that 
economic  and  social  trends  have  driven  men 
to  forsake  the  company  of  women  and  seek 
their  own  kind.  When,  for  example,  long 
after  publication  of  Gentlemen  Prefer 
Blondes  and  the  passing  of  the  Twenties,  she 
was  asked  what  she  would  write  about  were 
she  to  take  up  such  a  study  again,  Ms.  Loos 
answered,  “Gentlemen  Prefer  Gentlemen.” 
Sometimes  her  reasoning  defies  common 
sense:  “beneficial”  nature,  she  asserts,  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  cope  with  overpopulation  “by 
more  pleasant  means  than  war”;  the  Treasury 
Department  is  siphoning  off  the  money  men 
once  spent  on  women.  Elsewhere,  she  seems 
to  express  herself  in  a  way  too  superficial  to 
matter:  “Nor  is  a  man  going  to  be  impressed 
if  a  dress  happens  to  have  been  made  by  Car¬ 
din  —  he’s  quite  likely  to  be  wearing 
something  by  Cardin  himself’;  “men  are 
weak  and  constantly  need  reassurance,  so  now 
that  they  fail  to  find  adulation  in  the  opposite 
sex,  they’re  turning  to  each  other.”  One 
yearns  to  have  been  able  to  tell  the  late  Ms. 
Loos  what  had  really  been  going  on. 

A  book  like  this  reminds  us  that  there  can 
be  some  value  in  seeing  ourselves  as  others  see 
us,  even  if  the  perspective  is  slanted.  Her  pro¬ 
ject  on  '“Gentlemen  Prefer  Gentlemen” 
would  have  chronicled  the  decline  of  the 
subservient,  designing  female  and  the  passing 
of  the  virile  male  (“I  always  think  that  the  gift . 
of  a  flower  may  make  a  girl  feel  very  calm  but 
a  manly  chip  on  the  jaw  denotes  passion”).  I 
doubt  that  most  gay  men  believe  they  are  the 
product  of  either  event,  but  such,  never¬ 
theless;  constitutes  the  story  of  America 
1920-1980  as  Anita  Loos  felt  it.  Can  she  have 
been  entirely  alone? 

—Donald  Stone 

Murder  is  Murder  is  Murder 

Samuel  M.  Steward 
Alyson  Publications,  Boston 
$5.95  paper,  189  pp. 

Samuel  M.  Steward  has  been  writing 
wonderful  porno  stories  for  over  three 
decades.  And  perhaps  with  many  genre 
writers  there  is  the  urge  to  break  out,  to  write 
something  more  important  —  or  even  dif¬ 
ferent.  Several  years  ago  he  published  Parisian 
Lives,  a  charming  if  slightly  overwritten  series 
of  portraits  set  in  Paris  of  the  1930s  and  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  home  of  Gertrude  Stein  and 
Alice  B.  Toklas  (real-life  friends  of  Steward’s). 
Steward  has  returned  to  the  Stein /Toklas 
manse  (this  time  their  country  house)  and  has 
fashioned  a- mystery  featuring  the  two  as  not- 
quite-hard-boiled  dykes. 

Actually  there  isn’t  much  of  a  mystery  in 
Murder.  The  thin  plot  is  filled  in  with  lots  of 
conversation  (some  good,  most  quite  routine) 
and  some  almost  charming  recreations  of  the 
Stein /Toklas  relationship.  The  solution  to  the 
mystery  itself  is  lifted  from  the  1954  film  Bad 
Day  at  Black  Rock. 

Steward  seems  to  do  best  when  writing 
about  sex  —  the  flirting  and  sexual  intrigue 
here  is  the  most  convincing  writing  in  the 
book  —  and  might  do  well  to  return  to  the 
world  of  the  one-handed  reader. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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Us  in  the  Eyes  of  Them 

Titles  of  Interest  from  the  Mainstream  Press 


Books  about  women  seem  to  be  dividing 
themselves  into  the  academic  and  the 
superfluous.  Evelyn  Fox  Keller’s  Reflections 
on  Gender  and  Science  (Yale,  $17.95)  is  a 
scholarly  but  readable,  analysis  of  both  the 
nature  and  history  of  science  and  the  social 
construct  of  gender.  Wendy  O’Flaherty ’s  Tales 
of  Sex  and  Violence  (U.  of  Chicago,  $16.95)  is 
a  re-viewing  of  Indian  folk  legends  with  a 
modern  feminist  perspective;  interesting,  but 
very  specific  in  scope.  Barbara  Miller 
Solomon’s  In  the  Company  of  Educated 
Women  (Yale,  $25.00)  is  a  solid,  history  of 
women  in  higher  education;  insightful, 
although  limited  as  history  by  the  social  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  its  topic.  Mirra  Komarovsky’s 
Women  in  College  (Basic,  $19-95)  includes 
some  interesting  material  on  lesbians,  but 
overall  is  for  the  educator,  not  the  average 
reader. 


More  Erotic  Memoirs 


Literary  matters  also  take  up  a  great  deal  of 
space  about  women.  Naomi  Schor’s  Breaking 
the  Chain  (Columbia  U.,  $25.00)  is  an  in- 
depth  study  of  the  gynocentricity  of  the 
French  realist  novel;  heavy  going,  but  pro¬ 
vocative.  Mary  Kelley’s  Private  Woman, 
Public  Stage  (Oxford  U. ,  $24.95)  both  surveys 
and  critiques  nineteenth  century  U.S. 
literature,  and  is  less  academic  in  tone.  Elaine 
Showalter’s  Feminist  Criticism  (Pantheon, 
$13-95)isa  solid  literary  collection.  Essays  on 
lesbian  and  Black  writing  remove  it  from  other 
books  of  this  sort.  And  Jean  Gould’s  Modern 
American  Women  Poets  (Dodd,  Mead, 
$17.95)  is  a  good  primer  that  deals  with  the 
craft  rather  than  the  life. 

Pop-psych  101  is  clearly  represented  with 
Susan  Price’s  The  Female  Ego  (Rawson, 
$15.95),  a  you-can-be-your-own-best- 
woman-friend-and-influence -people  son  of 
thing,  and  Alexandra  Penney’s  Great  Sex 
(Putnam,  $16.95)  a  how-to  manual.  If  you 
thought  sex  was  easy,  wait  till  you  try 
relationships.  Helene  Arnstein’s  Between 
Mothers-in-Law  &  Daughters-in-Law  (Dodd, 
Mead,  $14.95)  is  meaningless,  but  inoffen¬ 
sive.  Tony  Scalia’s  Bitches  and  Abdicators  (M. 
Evans,  $12.95),  oa  the  other  hand  is  an  ag¬ 
gressive  guide  to  being  in  control  of  yourself 
and  everyone  around  you;  it’s  pop-psych 
Rambo  style. 

Sally  Wendkos  Olds’  The  Eternal  Garden 
(Times,  $17.95)  is  a  chatty,  well  minded, 
guide  to  sexuality  and  aging.  Intended  pri¬ 
marily  for  women.  Not  very  exciting.  Anne- 
Marie  Villefranche’s  More  Erotic  Memoirs  of 
Paris  in  the  1920s  (Carroll  and  Graf,  $14.95) 
is  a  second  volume  of  soft-core  memories 
that’s  more  sweet  than  hot. 

I  z 


In  the  literary  vein  is  Francoise  Sagan’s  col¬ 
lection  of  reminiscences.  With  Fondest  Re¬ 
gards  (Dutton,  $14.95).  Charmingly  written, 
it  contains  pieces  of  Billie  Holliday  and  Ten¬ 
nessee  Williams.  The  Gustav  MahleriRichard 
Strauss  Corresponsdence  1888-1911  (U.  of 
Chicago,  $16.95)  is  newly  published  material 
with  some  emphasis  on  the  arts  and  anti- 
Semitism  in  pre-war  Germany.  Sherwood 
Anderson’s  Letters  to  Bab  (U.  of  Illinois, 
$25.95)  contains  all  of  Anderson’s  letters  to 
Marietta  Finley,  though  not  very  much  of  his 
greatly  rumored  gay  life.  Geoffrey  H.  Hart¬ 
man’s  Easy  Pieces  (Columbia  U.  Press)  brings 
together  cultural  essays  that  discuss  Freud, 
women  poets,  and  Hitchcock;  readable,  with 
generous  concerns,  although  somewhat 
specialized.  Gillian  Beer’s  Darwin’s  Plots 
(Routledge,  Kegan  Paul,  $22.50)  is  a 
fascinating  analysis  on  how  evolutionary 
theory  affected  the  novel,  with  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  gender,  sexuality,  and  women.  And 
Elizabeth  Long’s  The  American  Dream  and 
the  Popular  Novel  (Routledge,  Kegan  Paul, 
$22.50).  is  a  preceptive  dissection  of  class, 
work,  and  sex  as  reflected  in  best-selling 
American  novels.  Scholarly  and  readable,  it  is 
a  fine  piece  of  social  history. 

Social  history  and  geography  are  the  topics 


Steven  Reeves  from  The  Epic  Film 


of  Henry  Binford’s  The  First  Suburbs  (U.  of 
Chicago,  $25.00).  Analyzing  Boston’s  expan¬ 
sion  in  the  mid-nineteenth  century,  Binford 
examines  the  beginnings  of  the  middle  class 
and  the  changing  attitudes  about  money, 
family,  gender,  and  work  that  grew  from  it.  So 
also,  Kevin  Starr’s  Inventing  the  Dream  (Ox¬ 
ford,  $19.95),  a  second  volume  in  his  history 
of  California,  is  a  very  readable  and  infor¬ 
mative  guide  to  how  west-coast  culture  grew 
and  affected  U.S.  culture;  especially  good 
chapter  on  Hollywood. 

David  E.  Shi’s  The  Simple  Life  (Oxford, 
$19-95)  looks  at  the  habits  of  work  and  success 
(especially  as  affected  by  class)  in  U.S.  life.  A 
little  bit  light  on  sex  and  gender,  but 
readable,  and  informative,  social  history. 
From  simplicity  to  complicity,  Lynn  Curtis’ 
American  Violence  and  Public  Policy  (Yale, 
$23.00)  looks  at  U.S.  violence  at  home  and 
abroad;  some  difficult  social  science  reading, 
but  worth  it.  Dear  America:  Letters  Home 
from  Vietnam  (Norton,  $13.95)  is  a  sobering 
testament  to  the  U.S.’s  international  violence, 
as  well  as  to  the  men  —  usually  poor  —  who 
were  sent  to  do  the  job.  Tells  you  more  about 


U.S.  social,  foreign,  and  national  policy  than 
the  academic  books  do.  Robert  H.  Abzug’s  In¬ 
side  the  Vicious  Heart  (Oxford,  $16.95)  is  a 
survey  of  accounts  of  the  liberation  of  the  Nazi 
concentration  camps;  a  strictly  historical  ac¬ 
count.  Abzug’s  book  is  nicely  coupled  with 
Alvin  Rosenfeld’s  Imagining  Hitler  (U.  of  In¬ 
diana,  $15.00)  which  examines  the  affect  of 
Hitler  and  Nazism  upon  the  artistic  imagina¬ 
tion.  Both  books  examine  the  boundaries  and 
limitations  of  grasping  and  portraying  human 
deeds  and  history. 

Ronald  Dworkin’s  A  Matter  of  Principle 
(Harvard,  $25.00)  is  a  detailed  collection  of 
essays  on  personal  rights  and  freedoms.  Good 
chapter  on  the  porn  question.  Leo  Pfeffer’s 
Religion,  State  and  the  Burger  Court  (Pro- 
metheous,  $22.95)  is  both  a  historical  survey 
and  analysis,  is  incisive  and  informative. 

Robert  Blair  Kaiser’s  The  Politics  of  Sex  and 
Religion  (Leaven,  $10.95)  is  a  dissection  of 
the  Roman  Church’s  politics  regarding  sex¬ 
uality.  A  somewhat  inbred,  but  fascinating 
look  at  how  Rome  actually  comes  up  with  its 
doctrines.  Also  about  sex  is  Stevi  Jackson’s 
Childhood  and  Sexuality  (Basil  Blackwell, 
$24.95).  Nothing  startling,  although  pro¬ 
bably  more  adventuresome  than  most  books 
on  the  subject.  Philippe  Aries’  Western  Sex¬ 
uality  (Basil  Blackwell,  $24.95)  is  a  good  col¬ 
lection  of  essays,  although  not  comprehen¬ 
sive. 

About  sex,  but  not  politics  or  religion,  is 
Count  Iain  Blair’s  Frankie  Goes  to  Hollywood 
(Contemporary,  $4.95)  a  pop-fanzine  picture 
book  of  the  semi-homo  rock  band.  No  better 


Josephine  Baker  from  The  Folies  Bergere 


or  worse  than  any  other  of  its  kind.  Much  bet¬ 
ter  is  Steven  Simels’  Gender  Chameleons  (Ar¬ 
bor,  $12.95)  a  breezy  look  at  androgyny  in 
rock.  With  a  flippancy  that  at  times  verges  on 
homophobia,  the  book  is  nevertheless  in¬ 
sightful.  With  better  pictures  than  text,  Don 
Waller’s  The  Motown  Story  (Scribner, 
$12.95)  gives  a  better  overview  of  Black 
American  pop  music  than  most  pop  culture 
books. 

A  curious  intersection  with  Black  American 
culture  is  Charles  Castle’s  The  Folies  Bergere 
(Watts,  $18.95)  a  look  at  the  French  institu¬ 
tion  which  became  a  refuge  for  Black 
American  performers  between  the  World 
Wars  and  was  instrumental  in  bringing  Black 
culture  to  white  audiences.  Deborah  Jowitt’s 
The  Dance  in  Mind (Godine,  $19-95)  is  a  col¬ 
lection  of  her  Village  Voice  dance  pieces;  wit¬ 
ty  and  informed  with  a  feminist  conscious¬ 
ness,  they  are  models  of  criticism  and  jour¬ 
nalism.  Harold  Hobson’s  Theater  in  Britain 


(Salem  House,  $24.95)  is  a  personal  overview 
of  British  theater  since  the  second  World 
War.  Particularly  interesting  in  its  view  of 
how  class  affects  art  and  vice  versa. 

Derek  Elley’s  The  Epic  Film  (Routledge, 
$24.95)  is  chock-filled  with  great  beefcake 
shots  as  well  as  astute  analysis  about  film,  the 
popular  imagination  and  history.  A  must  for 
serious  students  and  Steve  Reeves  fans. 
Steven  Bach’s  Final  Cut  (Morrow,  $19.95)  is 
the  detailed  description  of  the  “Heaven’s 
Gate”  disaster.  Must  reading  for  understan¬ 
ding  how  art  in  America  cannot  function 
without  money  and  industry  and  why  it  goes 
wrong  most  of  the  time.  Gerald  Weales’s 
Canned  Goods  as  Caviar  (U.  of  Chicago, 
$12.95)  focuses  on  American  film  comedies  of 
the  1930s  and  shows  how  they  have  reflected 
and  influenced  social  mores  (marriage,  sex 
and  gender  especially)  then  and  since.  Articu¬ 
late  and  readable  though  overly  detailed. 

From  show  biz  bio  to  fiction  (blink  and  you 
miss  the  difference)  we  have  Edward  Stewart’s 
Ariana  (Crown,  $17.95)  a  long,  roman  a  clef 
of  Maria  Callas;  well  written,  although  too 
serious  and  without  the  dirt  we  read  these 
sorts  of  books  for.  Another  opera  a  clef  is 
Joseph  Machlis’s  The  Career  of  Magda  V. 
(Norton,  $13.95),  a  deconstruction  of  the  life 
of  E.  Schwartzkopf,  it  superficially  examines 
the  relationship  between  artists  and  politics. 
And  for  music  with  mystery  Barbara  Paul’s 
Prima  Donna  at  Large  ( St.  Martins,  $15.95)  is 
a  quick  witted  clever  whodunit  featuring 
1920s  soprano  Geraldine  Farrar  as  sleuth. 

Mystery  also  haunts  a  boys’  reformatory  in 
Damon  Galgut’s  A  Sinless  Season  (Penguin, 
$4.95)  as  three  boys  try  to  unravel  a  murder. 
No  overt  homosexuality,  but  lots  of  sub- 


Little  Richard  from  Gender  Chameleons 


textual  suspense.  Eroticism  and  suspense,  as 
well  as  a  heavy  dose  of  mysticism,  dot  The 
Stories  of  Muriel  Spark  (Dutton,  $18.95). 
The  creator  of  Miss  Jean  Brodie  has  pulled 
together  all  of  her  short  fiction.  A  very  odd, 
and  quite  pleasing  mixture  of  feminism, 
Roman  Catholicism  and  the  macabre.  Isaac  B. 
Singer’s  The  Image  and  Other  Stones  (Farrar, 
Straus  and  Giroux,  $l‘7-95)  presents  the 
writer’s  usual  milieu  of  Polish  Jewry.  Moving 
and  incisive,  descriptions  of  a  culture  and 
world  half-remembered  and  half-conjured 
through  the  haze  of  history.  Also  grounded  in 
a  specific  history,  Sheila  Fugard’s  A  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Woman  (George  Brazillier,  $14.95)  is 
set  in  1920  South  Africa.  Fugard’s  novel  is  a 
complex  web  of  relationships  and  race, 
beautifully  written,  it  is  moving  reading  for 
anyone  concerned  with  politics  or  fiction. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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Women’s  Friendships:  Frozen  and  Thawed 

despair.  Although  McDaniel  demonstrates  in  all  her 
characters  her  knowledge  of  the  pain  and  choices  self- 
awareness  brings,  her  portrayal  of  Clair  seems  the  most 
complete.  A  discarded  painter-turned-housewife 
suffering  a  victim’s  classic  void,  Clair  confronts  her 
emptiness.  She  moves  out  of  her  fear  of  failure  and 
mental  illness  towards  her  own  power  ahd  healthier 
choices. 

She  closed  her  eyes,  trying  to  focus  on  the  kitchen  as  it 
was  an  hour  ago  when  she  and  Anna  had  sat  talking. 
Something  about  Anna  not  having  time  for  writing  and 
children,  wasn’t  that  it?  And  then  the  other  words  floated 
back  to  her  —  did  having  children  satisfy  you?  Make  you 
feel  you  didn’t  have  to  paint? 

Clair  could  not  remember  her  answer  now,  but  she 
allowed  the  question  to  sit  for  a  moment  on  the  surface  of 
her  consciousness,  making  an  effort  to  buoy  it  up,  keep  it 
visible,  not  letting  it  sink,  one  edge  first,  then  the  other 
like  an  abandoned  dory  until  it  disappeared,  water-logged, 
from  view...  [p.  56] 

The  women  are  all  plausible,  but  Elizabeth  is  the 
least  developed.  Initially  the  most  active  and  attractive 
of  the  three  women,  Elizabeth  regresses.  She  and  Clair 
become  friends  first,  in  part  because  she  works  on  the 
maple  sugaring  business  with  Clair’s  husband,  Paul. 
She  is  the  most  outgoing  and  sexual  character,  getting 
both  Anna  and  Paul’s  attention.  She  also  tells  Clair  at 
one  point  how  important  it  was  for  her  to  “charm  her” 
into  being  her  friend.  Elizabeth,  at  first  warm  and 
alive,  becomes  increasingly  cold  and  frozen  as  the  novel 
progresses,  moving  in  the  opposite  direction  from  Anna 
and  Clair. 

Anna  heard  the  plea  in  Elizabeth’s  last  words  and 
nodded,  giving  up  something  in  the  gesture.  She 
wondered  where  it  went;  all  that  energy  of  self  that  some 
women  have  to  tamp  down,  protect,  nourish  in  secret. 'Did 
it  last  or  slip  away?  Or  did  it  explode  like  gunpowder, 
pushed  down  in  the  cartridge,  packed  tight  and  waiting  for 
a  spark?  [p.  145] 

Not  as  melodramatic  as  the  outlines  of  the  plot 
indicate,  McDaniel’s  book  is  competent  and  worth  the 
time  it  takes  to  read.  It  holds  the  reader’s  attention  and 
articulates  the  pain  of  change  as  well  as  the  cost  of 
refusing  to  risk  new  directions.  None  of  the  characters 
are  as  developed  as  they  could  be,  but  they  generally 
avoid  self-consciousness  and  often  talk  as  women  talk. 
Much  of  their  learning  happens  inside  their  heads, 
giving  the' book  a  slow,  introspective  quality.  If  Winter 
Passage  seems  a  small,  familiar  story,  it  is  because  it 
occasionally  touches  reality,  not  because  it  covers  old 
territory. 


Small  Town  Lust 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  3 

Now  listen  to  Adele  Bevington  (lecturing  Dr.  Radwell): 
“You  men  who  don’t  like  women,  or  like  women 
perhaps  too  well,”  she  reflected.  “Like  him  you  call  the 
doughboy.  Keith  Gresham.  You  all  kiss  so  well.  Rough 
male  men  kiss  so  badly.  Often  don’t  kiss  at  all.  They 
kiss  like  a  dog  bites.  There!  I  bet  you  won’t  find  that 
observation  in  one  of  yOur  French  novels.”  (p.  298) 

In  this  novel,  as  in  his  earlier  work,  James  Purdy  is 
intent  upon  letting  us  know  that  life  in  small  towns  is 
not  quiet  —  it  is  full  of  the  whirl  of  gossip  and 
innuendo.  It  is  also  as  full  of  obsessions  and  the  desire 
for  love  as  life  in  the  more  suggestive  and  seductive 
metropolises  of  the  land.  He  has  a  perfect  ear  for 
capturing  the  language  of  the  region  and  period,  a  time 
when  even  the  high-school  educated  spoke  decent 
English  and  the  well-read  peppered  their  speech  with 
latinisms  and  allusions  from  nineteenth-century  novels. 
He  is  also  aware  that  language  usage  is  contagious:  Ned 
and  Alec  speak  very  much  like  Adele,  and  sometimes 
like  their  mother.  Purdy  uses  that  genteel  speech  to 
undermine  the  institutions  that  have  made  a  mess  of 
more  or  less  everything  else.  Family,  church,  and 
“civilized”  society  consume  life  rather  than  expand  it. 

James  Purdy  never  tires  of  reminding  us  of  that 
final  obscenity,  and  he  tells  an  engaging  story  in  the 
process.  He  is  a  very  old-fashioned  writer,  who  also 
happens  to  be  gay. 


Continued  from  Book  Review  page  3 

that  she  fails  to  analyze  it.  Nowhere  does  she  seriously 
consider  the  possibility,  depending  on  who  is  in  control, 
that  these  discoveries  may  benefit  women.  For  example, 
the  possibility  of  having  sperm  frozen  and  stored  for 
possible  future  use  can  be  a  major  incentive  for  men  to 
have  vasectomies,  the  most  effective  method  of  birth 
control  which  shifts  the  burden  of  contraceptive  responsi¬ 
bility  away  from  women  and  onto  men.  Corea’s  discussion 
of  the  development  of  methods  for  freezing  sperm  ignores 
this  possibility,  however,  and  describes  only  the  horrors  of 
using  sperm  banks  for  eugenic  purposes.  As  to  her 
interviews  with  lesbians  who  have  used  artificial 


Science  as  the  Enemy 


insemination,  also,  she  begrudgingly  admits  that  they 
expressed  no  regrets,  but  then  goes  on  eagerly  to  suggest 
all  the  future  problems  they  might  encounter.  The  full  set 
of  realities  and  potentials  of  these  developments  is  much 
more  complex  than  a  simple  anti-technology  diatribe. 
This  larger  and  far  more  interesting  story,  however,  is 
missing  from  the  book. 

One  major  goal  of  The  Mother  Machine  is  clearly  to 
build  the  case  against  surrogacy,  the  practice  by  which 
women  are  paid  to  gestate  embryos  and  give  birth,  after 
which  the  infant  is  transferred  to  other  parents.  Not  an 
easy  issue,  and  one  which  poses  obvious  dangers  for  the 
exploitation  of  women  working  as  surrogates.  Yet,  to 
Corea,  the  lines  are  clear:  surrogacy  is  simply  a  big  brothel, 
and  surrogates  (whom  she  contemptuously  calls 
“breeders”)  are  victimized  prostitutes.  For  analysis  Corea 
defers  to  Andrea  Dworlun  (to  whom  the  book  is 
dedicated),  who  calls  surrogacy  “unthinkable.”  In  fact, 
there  is  as  yet  no  ev:dence  to  confirm  fears  that  surrogates 
are  impoverished-,  vulnerable  women  desperate  for 
income.  To  date,  they  have  tended  to  be  lower  middle- 
class  women  with  small  children  who  find  surrogacy  more 
appealing  than  other  available  jobs.  As  with  prostitution, 
then,  perhaps  the  politics  of  surrogacy  is  not  so  simple. 
Perhaps  it  may  present  an  opportunity  to  consider  the  idea 
that  pregnancy  can  be  labor  with  monetary  value,  as  well 
as  an  act  of  self-sacrifice.  To  Corea’s  credit,  though,  she 
closes  with  a  call  for  regulation,  not  prohibition,  of  these 
technologies. 

The  publication  of  The  Mother  Machine  signals  a 
beginning  of  serious  discussion  of  a  technology  which 
could  either  further  women’s  subservience  to  biological 
science  or  create  new  possibilities  of  independence  from 
biology— or  both.  Corea’s  analysis  is  seriously  limited; 
thankfully  we  can  expea  no  shortage  of  writing  in  the 
years  to  come  as  these  new  technologies  force  us  to  re¬ 
define  the  concept  of  family. 

Lesbian  Literature 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  1 

apparent  as  the  authority  on  lesbian  literature, 'and  her 
choices  are  well  worth  a  look. 

Foster’s  writing  is  extremely  open-minded  about 
erotica  and  pornography,  and  anyone  interested  in  the 
current  controversy  would  do  well  to  learn  from  Foster’s 


historical  perspective. 

Foster  felt  that  American  audiences  were  much  less 
tolerant  of  sexually-oriented  writing  than  European 
ones,  and  that  they  “may  attribute  pornographic  intent 
to  works  which  the  more  ‘sophisticated’  continental 
takes  in  his  stride.”  Foster,  .uses  the  term  “galant”  to 
describe  pre-1800  French  and  Italian  material  “which 
was  written  with  wit,  style  and  care  to  avoid  coarse 
terminology.” 

What  I  like  best  about  this  book  is  its  recounting 
of  long-forgotten  writing  about  women.  It  can  easily  be 
read  as  a  story  book  of  wild  tales  of  lesbians  over  .the  last 
2000  years.  These  are  found  not  only  in  hundreds- of 
plot  summaries,  but  also  in  the  brief  biographies  of 
authors  and  of  the  real' people  on  whom  the  works  are 
based.  Foster  loves  tales  of  cross-dressing,  sexual 
mischief,  and  risky  adventuring  by  women.  She  will 
happily  seize  on  the  slightest  clue  to  prove  the 
occurrence  of  lesbianism,  which  makes  her  work  all  the 
more  entertaining  to  the  non-scholarly  reader.  . 


WOMENCRAFTS,  Celebrating  our  10th  year 
373  Commercial  Si.  /  Provincetown,  MA  02657  /  (617)  487-2501 


Winter  Passage 

Juidth  McDaniel 

Spinsters  Ink,  San  Francisco,  1984 

151  pp-,  $6.95 


Reviewed  by  Julie  Ogletree 


With  the  simple  directness  of  a  warm  sun  on  a 
March  day,  Judith  McDaniel  reveals  in  Winter 
Passage  three  women  uncovering  core  feelings 
during  a  Vermont  winter  and  choosing  new  directions 
with  spring’s  onset. 

The  action,  set  in  a  small  town  in  the  winter  of 
1975,  revolves  around  three  women  friends  in  their 
thirties  who  look  to  one  another  to  break  their 
individual  loneliness.  Metaphors  detailing  the  rural, 
winter  setting  are  laced  throughout  the  story  and  match 
the  women’s  changes.  McDaniel’s  occasionally  vivid 
descriptions  reveal  her  experience  as  a  poet. 

The  central  character,  Anna,  is  coming  out.  to 
herself  as  a  lesbian.  With  the  passing  season  her  feelings 
for  other  women  are  thawing.  She  is  also  struggling 
with  her  poetry  and  searching  for  new  directipn  after 
being  fired  from  her  job  as  a  professor  at  the  local 
college  by  a  jealous,  chauvinistic  man.  Her  friend  Clair," 
a  long-dormant  painter,  mother  of  two  daughters, 
numb  to  her  own  feelings  and  to  her  ex-stockbroker 
husband,  battles  fears  of  a  second  nervous  breakdown. 
Elizabeth,  a  divorced,  sexual  Vermonter  with  five 
children  and  a  live-in  boyfriend,  also  searches  for 
fulfillment  and  someone  who  will  take  her  seriously. 

McDaniel  tells  her  story  directly  and  is  most  deft  at 
depicting  the  entanglements  between  friends  with 
different  needs  and  the  all-too-familiar  consequences  of 
sloppy  emotional  boundaries.  .  Winter  Passage  also 
shows  well  how  relationships,  developed  in  the 
characters’  conversations  with  each  other,  help  the 
women  to  understand  themselves. 

Anna’s  distance  and  her  poetry  are  ceasing  to 
protect  her  from  life  and  her  feelings.  Being  fired  leaves 
her  ashamed  and  angry.  She  is  more  blocked  as  a  writer 
than  ever  and  increasingly  clear  about  her  feelings  for 
Elizabeth  and  for  women  in  general.  The  attraction  is 
mutual  but  mostly  happening  on  different  levels  — 
Elizabeth  wants  friendship,  although  she  knows 
something  deeper  is  possible,  and  Anna  wants  a  lover. 
McDaniel  knows  this  dynamic  and  the  isolation  of 
coming  out  in  a  rural  setting  without  support.  Anna’s 
only  tangible  validation,  aside  from  her  growing  self- 


Judith  McDaniel 


trust,  comes  from  Lee,  a  college  lesbian  activist,  and 
Clair’s  perceptive  sympathy.  In  Anna,  McDaniel 
captures  universal  aspects  of  a  lesbian  first  opening  up 
to  herself: 

At  night  she  would  put  a  record  on  and  masturbate  in 
the  dark,  finding  her  way  —  with  repetition  —  to  those 
interior  fantasies,  to  the  source  of  this  erotic  energy  that 
plagued  and  delighted  her  during  the  day.  At  night,  she 
would  touch  her  own  breasts  and  imagine  them  another 
woman’s  as  Anna’s  hands  now  explored  herself.  It  was  not 
that  she  had  never  done  this  before,  but  that  now  the 
fantasies  expanded  the  physical  moment  into... she  was  not 
sure  what,  but  something  much  more.  Energy  that  had 
been  muted  within  her  for  so  long  was  seeping  back, 
charging  her  like  a  wire  that  sparked  off  of  anything  she 
touched,  [p.  75] 

Anna  moves  from  being  lost,  toward  euphoric  self¬ 
acceptance.  In  the  meantime,  she  has  to  deal  with 
Elizabeth’s  callous  rejection  and  insensitive  friendship. 
The  novel  stays  at  the  earliest  stages  of  coming  out  and 
does  not  venture  into  a  realized  relationship  between 
the  two  women. 

Clair,  who  begins  as  Elizabeth’s  close  friend  and 
ends  the  novel  closer  to  Anna,  starts  out  with  the  most 
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Portrait  of  Law  Breakers 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  2 

counterparts. 

Of  the  four  women  featured  in  these  stories ,  three 
came  from  middle-class  backgrounds.  Two  of  the 
women  committed  the  “white  collar”  crime  of  fraud. 
One  woman  was  a  prostitute  who  stole  from  her  johns 
and  committed  burglaries.  The  last  woman  was  im-. 
prisoned  for  breaking  and  entering  at  the  age  of  14.  She 
spent  eight  years  behind  bars. 

These  essays  tell  of  each  woman’s  involvement  in 
crime;  where  it  began  and  how  it  led  to  their 
victimization  by  a  brutal  British  prison  system.  Jenny 
Nicks  had  established  a  legitimate  and  successful 
business.  The  lure  of  additional  profit  led  her  to  tamper 
with  postal  meters.  Chris  Tchaikovsky  became  involved 
with  three  girls  from  Borstal,  the  British  version  of 
reform  school.  Intrigued  by  their  stories,  she  took  up 
with  them,  and  soon  they  were  breaking  into  neighbor¬ 
hood  stores.  Josie  O’Dwyer,  imprisoned  at  14  for 
burglary,  describes  the  brutality  of  the  prison  guards. 


There  were  women  officers  and  then  the  men  came 
along  to  take  me  off  to  the  annex.  There  were  no 
women  about  after  that.  I  went  the  whole  way  to  the 
annex  with  my  arms  literally  twisted  up  and  my  feet 
hardly  touching  the  ground.  They  got  my  legs  and  then 
my  arm  so  that  it  was  behind  the  back  of  my  knee  with 
my  foot  pressed  down  on  top  of  it,  which  was  very  pain¬ 
ful.  Somebody  else  got  hold  of  my  toes  and  were  pull¬ 
ing  them  apart. . . .  This  was  horror. . . .  They  let  go  and  I 
just  skidded  along  on  my  chin  and  took  all  the  skin  off. 

I  was  dragged  by  my  hair  into  a  cell  and  then  my  clothes 
were  literally  ripped  off  me.  When  I  was  absolutely 
naked,  they  just  kicked  me  round  and  round  that  cell 
until  I  curled  up  and  cried  like  a  baby,  absolutely 
naked,  in  the  corner. 

For  many  women  in  prison,  one  form  of  survival  is 
the  intimacy  they  develop  with  other  women.  Two  o£ 


the  women  in  the  book  were  lesbians  prior  to  their 
incarceration',  while  the  other  two  drew  strength  from 
bonds  created  with  their  sister  inmates. 

Not  all  of  these  women  are  out  of  prison .  For  those 
who  are  out,  adjustment  to  life  in  the  free  world  has 
been  made  easier  through  involvement  with  Clean 
Break,  an  ex-prisoners’  theater  group,  and  Women  in 
Prison,  a  group  campaigning  for  prisoners’  rights. 
British  women’s  prisons  seem  to  be  less  closely 
monitored  than  those  in  the  U.S.,  and  perhaps  this 
explains  why  they  appear  more  violent.  There  are  rights 
guaranteed  under  U.S.  law  that  Women  in  Prison  is 
working  to  have  created  in  Britain. 

Despite  the  problems  of  the  technical  language  in 
the  introduction,  and  the  exclusion  of  stories  by 
economically  oppressed  women,  Criminal  Women 
remains  an  important  look  at  motivations  of  some 
women  lawbreakers  and  how  they  get  caught  up  in  the 
web  of  criminal  just-us. 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Alcohol  Education  Series 

A  four-week  series  of  classes  focusing  on  alcohol  issues  related 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  begin  on  October  29  and  continue 
on  consecutive  Tuesdays  through  November  19.  The  time  is 
6  -  8  p.m.  and  the  location  is  47  Congress  Street  in  Salem. 
This  series  will  be  taught  by  Simeon  Goldstein,  M.Ed.,  clinical 
director  of  the  North  Shore  Council  on  Alcoholism,  and  co¬ 
sponsored  with  the  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Program  of  the  North  Shore  Community  Mental  Health  Ser¬ 


vices. 


The  fee  is  $10  per  session  or  $35  for  the  entire  course. 
Please  call  Susan  at  744-5322  to  register. 


SUBSCRIBE ! 


Support  our  Advertisers! 


Lesbian  Sexuality  Workshop 

led  by  Sarah  Pearlman 

Long-term  relationships,  sexual  assertiveness  and  com¬ 
munication  skills,  sex  therapy  with  lesbians,  incest  and 
adult  sexuality,  sexual  enhancement  techniques  for  in¬ 
dividuals  &  couples. 


Sat.,  Nov.  16th 
10am-5  pm 
7  Temple  St.,  Camb. 
$2 5-50/sliding  scale 


To  register,  write: 
Women's  Workshops 
P.O.  Box  2033 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
or  call  617-524-1776 


Sarah  Pearlman  is  a  psychotherapist  with  extensive  training  in  sex 
,  education  and  therapy  including  Lonnie  Barbach,  Betty  Dodson 
apd  Masters  &  Johnson. 
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O  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  OFT 
BISON  fight  against  their  bondage  I 

Jwandaf  Bartman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an;  | 
MrcfilaQi 


llhank  you  for  your  free  newspaper. 

I  Here  is  a  little  bit  about  me  in  case  a 
I  gay  woman  wants  to  write.  I  love  to 
I  dance,  the  beach,  horses,  and  con- 
lsider  myself  a  very  understanding, 

I  loving  person.  Julie  VAUGHN,  150738 
I  -  409,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 

|  FL  33024. _ j _ ■ 

1  I'm  28,  enjoy  music,  play  guitar,  poetry, 

I  reading,  and  would  like  to  hear  from 
I  anyone.  Bonnie  PLOTNER,  W- 18362 

IBB1145),  Frontera  CA  91720. _ 

I  am  a  bisexual  fern  seeking  friends  and 
1  penpals  for  a  few  laughs  to  help  make 
j  this  time  go  by.  Please  send  picture  if 
I  possible.  Pauline  HASSETT,  Box  99, 

[  Framingham  MA  01701. _ , 

I'm  Holton,  pretty  and  would  like  lo  I 
hear  trom  an  you  daring  down  to 
earth,  hutches* 1  Let  me  see  how  many 
•  older  dutches  are  reotiy  interested  in 
this  lor-reol  lady  Cindy  KIMBLE.  PO  Box  | 
535.  Jessup  MID  20794 


GCN  GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  papers,  books  (when 
they  are  donated  and  money  for 
I  postage  is  available),  and  run  free 
j  penpal  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a 
long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
we'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and 
those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu¬ 
tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of 
money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  MA  02U.I.  THANKS! 


Gay  Prisoners’  Poetry  Book 
We.  need,  you  poetry  and  artwork 
that  captures  a  feeling  behind  the 
walls.  It  could  be  a  feeling  of  love, 
hope  or  courage  that  shows  the 
strength  of  the  gay  spirit.  What  we 
want  is  the  reality  that  most  of  us, 
despite  our  oppression,  remain 
steadfast  and  strong!  Send  to:  Steven 
L.  Smith,  Ed.,  GPP,  L.Bilton  Rd,  Somers 
CT  06071. _ _ 

One’s  soul  can  be  compared 
to  an  infinity  of  mirrors  • 

But  unlike  Theocritus 
I  am  not  wise  enough  to  understand 
any  others’  soul  . . .  cept  my  own. 
Comparatively  speaking, my  soul  blushes 
Though  my  face  remains  with  control. 
But  the  emotions  it  contains 
I  liken  to  an  infinity  of  mirrors. 

And  should  my  eyes  reflect  a  minute 
portion  of  the  depth  of  my  feelings 
It  will  be  as  an  infinity  of  mirrors. 

And  should  those  same  eyes' cry 
as  to  fill  the  oceans, 
it  will  be  less  than  an  infinity  of  mirrors. 
And  should  you  permit  me  such  pleasure 
as  to  love  you  .  . .  then  my  iove, 
it  will  be  more  than  an  infinity  of  mirrors 
—  Alice  Walker,  (17723) 
1479  Collins  Ave.  Marysville  OH  43040 
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I’m  a  pre-op  transsexual,  22,  blond,  blue 
eyes,  5’7”  and  143  lbs.  looking  for  very 
sincere  lover.  Will  answer  all  and  send 
photo.  Jack  LeTAVlSH,  82B1463,  Box 

SOP.  Elmira  NY  14902.  _ 

I’ve  just  "come  out”  and  am  looking 
for  someone  to  correspond  with.  My 
interests  are  many  (reading,  writing, 
swimming  in  the  nude,  leather,  a 
master  to  treat  me  as  a  true  slave.) 
Please  write,  fboyd  LOGGINS, 
353876,  Ellis  II.  Huntsville  TX  77340 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


il&ivi&l 


Prisioneros  hispanohablantes! 

En  CRISALIDA  estamos  interesados 
en  participar  del  “Prisoner  Project”. 
Favor  de  informarnos  si  hay  pri¬ 
sioneros  hispanohablantes  que  de- 
seen  recibir  en  forma  gratuita  nuestra 
publicacion,  sus  nombres  y  sus  direc- 
cionnes  y/o  sus  “clasificados”  para 
nuestra  secciori  de  buzon. 
CRISALIDA,  A.Postal  36-218,  44760 
Guadalajara,  Jal.  MEXICO. 


SEATTLE  GAY  NEWS  will  ac¬ 
cept  penpal  ads  from  prisoners 
on  as  space  available  (!)  basis 
from  Wash,  Oregon  and  Idaho 
prisoners.  Write  to:  Seattle  Gay 
News,  704  E.  Pike  St.,  Seattle 
WA  98122. _ _ 

Limited  amt  of  free  PENPAL  AD  | 
space  tor  prisoners  in  Maryland, 
Delaware,  Virginia,  W.  Virginia  &1 
Penn,  (only!)  Send  short  ads  to: 
Baltimore  Gay  Paper,  Prisoner  Ad,1 
Box  22575/  Baltimore  MD  21203. 
(Please  don’t  send  personal  letters 
or  requests  because  we  don’t  have 
the  money  and  people  to  respond.)  | 


/  TEXAS  Prisoners! 

I  If  you’re  on  female  hormones, 
please  write  Mike/GCN  (so  he  can 
write  me)  because  I  am  suing  TDC 
and  need  into  about  how  they  are 
treating  other  Inmates.  Send  name 
to  Mike/GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston 
MA  02111. 


National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays 
offers  its  -  (sometimes)  bimonthly 
publication  Habari  Daftari  to 
prisoners  free  of  charge  and  also  will 
attempt  to  offer  some  referral 
information  (legal,political,  etc).  They 
do  not  have  enought  people  to 
answer  personal  letters.  Write  to 
them  at:  NCBG,  Rm  514, 930  F  St.  NW, 
Washington  DC  20004. 


FREE  GCNsl! 

I  Prisoner  in  Oregon  has  about  a  year’s 
I  worth  of  GCN  which  he  will  send  to  the 
I  first  person  who  asks  for  them.  His  ad- 
Idress  is  Jack  Sharp,  39407,  2605  State  St, 
■  Salem  OR  97310.  if  you  write  and  get  no 
I  response,  it’s  because  someone  else  got 
|  there  first.  Good  Luck! 


Full-bearded,  long-haired,  versatile 
guy  wishing  to  correspond  with 
understanding  transsexuals, 
transvestites  or  gays  (bisexuals  also 
|  welcome)  for  establishment  of  a| 
sincere  and  intimate  writing  relation¬ 
ship.  I  can  write  other  prisoners. 

|  Chester  Vinton  HAAS,  327322A,  Ellis  1 1 
Huntsville  TX  77343. _ i _ 

Pisces  looking  for  someone  to  help] 

make  this  time  go  by  easier.  Am  very  | 
sensitive,  caring  and  warm  man  look¬ 
ing  for  someone  of  the  same  sort. 
Please  write:  Carl  HOWELL,! 
18317-080,  Box  7000,  Texarkana  TX| 
75501, _ 

My  name  is  Robert  but  everyone  calls  I 
me  Garfield.  I  love  country  music,  the' 
great  outdoors,  cooking  and  last  but 
not  least  tobe  with  a  man  who 
understands  there  is  more  to  a  person 
than  just  s.ex.  Would  love  to  hear  from  I 
someone.  Send  photo  if  possible.) 
Robert  HOWARD,  285580,  Box  158, 
G-472,  Lowell  FL  32663.  , 


Attention  OHIO'.!! 

I  Any  prisoners  in  admin  control  A/C  in 
I  Lucasville,  Marion,  Chillicothe,  and  other 
|  Ohio  prisons,  please  contact  Sonya  Clark, 

I  1479  Collins  Ave.,  Marysville,  OH  43040, 

I  and  tell  us  your  condition  in  A/C  in  men  '.v 
I  prisons.  We  have  a  class  action  suit  going  ( 
1  against  admin  and  all  vita I  information 
I  concerning  Ohio  prison  lockup  is  needed 
I  and  can  be  helpful!  Thanks. 


Ito  F.W.  from  M.E.:  My  baby  may  the 
I  love  we  share  last  forever;  you  have 
I  made  my  life  seem  worthwhile.  I  love 
you  with  all  my  heart.  Mike  -  CCCI 

PRISONER  POETS!!! 

I  Limited  edition  poetry  mag  seeking 
■  poets.  Lucky  Jim’s,  5860  Hutchinson 
|Ave.  Montreal  PO  H2V  4C1  Canada. 
I(22c  stamp  will  do  tor  Canada). _ 


—  BEWARE  — 
[Apparently  James  O.  Henry  is  a  scam 
[artiste.  [NOTE:  Insiders  and  outsiders 
[should  let  GCN  know  when  they 
[receive  abusive/threatening/etc  mail. 
[Thanks] _ 


I’m  the  kind  of  person  who  is  easy  to 
get  along  with  and  likes  to  help  when 
I  can.  I  enjoy  writing  people  and  most 
sports.  (I  am  a  homosexual.  I  thought 
this  would  be  fair  to  tell  you.)  Norman 
NASON,  261754,  Box  900,  Shelton  WA  | 
98584. _ ; _ 

Urgently  seeking  sincere  persons  ge- 1 
nuinely  able  to  conduct  seances,  use 
ouija  board  and  into  occult.  Please 
write  Bob  DECKER,  Box  14-A40B,  | 
Concord  NH  03301  _ 

I  would  love  to  hear  from  older  gay  I 
males  both  inside  and  outside.  I  like 
all  sorts  of  lovemaking.  Send  photo  if 
possible.  Scott  BREIER,  389913,  Ellis  | 

II  C2-321,  Huntsville  TX  77340. 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  some- 

I  one  out  there.  My  interests  are  poetry, 
(esp  by  Poe),  quiet  walks  in  the 
moonlight,  tennis  and  football. 
Please  write  Leighton  Maurice  BREN¬ 
NER,  395094,  Ellis  li  B2-209,  Hunt¬ 
sville  TX  77340. 


Spiritually  deflated  prisoner  in, 
I  desperate  need  of  a  refreshing  blow  ' 
I  to  help  get  back  on  the  rise  of  life's  ! 
[current.  Photo  will  be  highly 
treasured,  but  not  necessary.  Bwana 

I  NDUMA,  93283,  Box  500,  Boydton  VA 
23917. _ 

I’m  lonely  for  a  friend.  I  love  to  write, 
sing  and  dance.  I  heard  thru  a  friend  j 
that  you  all  had  a  penpal  section,  so 
would  you  please  place  my  ad.  Have  a 
good  day!  Johnnie  BROWN,  182-933, 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 
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The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
has  taken  its  lumps  from  the* 

Governor's  Office,  Department  of  Social  Services, 
and  the  State  Legislature. 


IT'S  TIME  FOR  SOME  GOOD  NEWS 


HUGH  RUSSELL  #1 

Cambridge  City  Council 

•This  year  we  can  elect  an  openly  gay  man 
to  the  Cambridge  City  Council 
•Give  your#1  vote  to  Hugh  Russell  on  Nov.  5th 
•  Endorsed  by  Coalition  '85 

paid  for  by  Hugh  Russell  for  Council 


-  MOBILIZATION  FOR  SURVIVAL  PRESENTS 


SATURDAY 


[ORPHEVJW 
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—  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  MOBILIZATION  FOR  SURVIVAL  AT  354-0008 


hanlv  the  boston  allisnce  of  gay 
Uayiy  ancj  lesbian  youth 


The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  meets 
weekly  on  Wednesdays.  Women’s 
Group  meeting  is  at  6:00 

p.m.,  new  person’s  meeting  is 
from  6:30  -  7:30.  The  general 
meetings  and  group  discussions 
are  from  7:30  -  9:00  p.m..  For  in¬ 
terested  youth  22  and  under. 
Come  by  any  Wednesday  to 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin 
Street  (Beacon  Street)  or  call  for  in¬ 
fo:  497-8282 


1355-A  Washington  St  no.  108,  South  End 

Strength  from  the  inside  out 


WHY  WORK  OUT 

at  South  End  Gym? 


WE: 


are  gay 
don’t  intimidate  you 
design  new  programs  monthly 


encourage  you 
work  you  hard 

introduce  you  to  other  members 

YOU: 

get  results 

learn  about  your  body 


44  Commercial  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
617  487-9555 


Your  Hosts 

Dick  Knucison.  Bill  Gilbert. 


<<& 


LITHCES 

■oi  rcy  west 


—  THE  GUESTHOUSE  — 

Providing  distinctive  accommodations  since  1978 

725  White  St.  (at  Petronia),  Key  West,  FL  33040 
305/294-7381 


8 


OPEN  YEAR  ROUND  (617)487-2529 


GUEST  HOUSE 


WILL  McDOUGALD  26  BRADFORD  STREET 

GARY  LESAGE  PROVINCETOWN,  MASS.  02657 

Patricia  Shannon 


SAFER  SEX 

with  MAN-TO-MAN  Condoms 

Specifically  Designed  for  the  Gay  Man 

□  1  box  of  3  @  $4.50  □  5  boxes  of  3  <©  $21.00  <liSc^ 

NJ  residents  add  6%  sales  tax  etb 

Name _ _ _ 

Street _ — — _ _ _ 

City  -uwosiar - state - z* - 

CHOICES  PO  Box  104  j  •  Lambertville,  NJ  08530 
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Haitians 

Continued  from  page  6 

perience,  gay  Haitians  do  not 
often  come  out  publicly. 

Regardless  of  sexual  preference, 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  is  committed  to  providing 
support  services  to  people  with 
AIDS.  AAC  has  a  limited  amount 
of  housing  and  financial  assistance 
available,  but  the  Support  Services 
Committee  can  provide  house¬ 
keeping,  transportation,  and 
general  friendship  and  support  to 
people  with  AIDS. 

Peter  Lombardi,  Director  of 
Support  Services  for  the  AAC,- 
told  GCN  that  the  committee  has  a 
few  Creole-speaking  volunteers 
and  has  been  able  to  provide  ser¬ 
vices  to  some  Haitians  (mostly 
children,  one  woman,  and  an  older 
man).  However,  Lombardi  said 
the  committee  has  been  largely  un¬ 
successful  thus  far  in  peaching  Hai¬ 
tian  people  with  AIDS. 4  ‘They  per¬ 
ceive  us  as  a  white,  middle-class 
kind  of  agency,”  said  Lombardi. ' 

Bonnet  told  GCN  he  plans  to 
recruit  people  from  the  Haitian 
community  to  provide  support  ser¬ 
vices  for  Haitians  with  AIDS. 
Lombardi  said  Bonnet  “has  his 
finger  on  what’s  happening  in  the 
Haitian  community,  and  will  take 
what  he  can  from  what  we  have 
already  done  and  adapt  it  to  the 
needs  of  his  people.” 


Bonnet  believes  that  Haitians  in 
Boston  are  often  as  a  great  disad¬ 
vantage  because  they  don’t  know 
their  rights  or  what  services  they 
can  expect  from  government. 
“Gay  men  who  are  from  this  coun¬ 
try  will  know  where  to  go  and 
where  to  call... which  is  [not  true] 
for  [people  in]  our  community.” 

Emphasizing  that  educating 
family  and  friends  of  Haitians 
with  AIDS  is  a  major  priority  of 
his  work.  Bonnet  said,  “We  try  to 
encourage  patients  to  come  back 
home  and  live  with  their  family  as 
much  as  possible-  So  education  of 
the  family  is  a  key  issue  —  to  ac¬ 
cept  that  person  as  part  of  the 
family,  despite  the  disease.  Some¬ 
times... the  reaction  [is  just  based 
on]  fear,  [the]  fear  that  they  are 
going  to  get  sick. 

“If  that  person  is  sick,  even  at 
the  last  minute  of  life  [that  person 
has]  got  rights,  and  you  have  to 
respect  them....  It  would  be  a 
shame  for  that  person  to  have  dif¬ 
ficulty  eating,  not  able  to  have  [a] 
home  or  the  heat  in  [his  or  her] 
house,,  or  whatever.  [That  is]  the 
number  one  issue  that  has  to  be 
resolved.” 

Dr.  Jean  Bonnet  can  be  reached 
through  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee,  at  (617)  536-7733. 


DSS 

Continued from  page  3 

keeps  only  spotty  records  of  how 
many  children  are  waiting  to  be 
placed,  so  it  is  difficult  to  assess 
whether  there  has  been  a  drop  in 
homes  as  a  result  of  the  policy.  All 
agree  that  there  are  never  qpough 
homes  at  any  given  time. 

However,  Mary  Burns  of 
Boston  Children’s  Services 
Association  believes  it  has  not 
made  an  impact  on  her  agency. 

Another  question  which  was 
asked  when  the  policy  was  im¬ 
plemented  was  what  effect  it 
would  have  on  the  ability  of  home- 
finders  to  exercise  their  clinical 
judgment  about  a  particular  place¬ 
ment.  A  related  concern  was 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it.  Reggae  music  is  • 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
-  urtion  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it  s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J&S  has  been  Boston  s  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it  s  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything.  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
"The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper.  " Best  of  Boston. "  Fall.  1980) 

BODY  WORK  TOO 
J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline  2670300 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS! 

Let  them  know  you 
saw  them  in  GCN... 


Why  not  give  a  GCN  Gift  Subscription! 


DOWNTOWN 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 

Gabriel’s 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 


(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 


Provincetown,  MA  02657 


“AND 


whether  inappropriate,  or  less  ap¬ 
propriate,  placements  would  be 
made  as  a  result. 

Virginia  Burns  of  MSPCC 
believes  “in  the  end  there  is  a  lot  of 
discretion,”  adding  that 
“thoughtful”  workers  will  “go 
through  this  ridiculous 
procedure”  and  then  make  the 
case  for  the  placement  which  best 
suits  the  child,  regardless  of  the 
policy.  In  some  cases,  children  are 
being  moved  farther  from  their 
neighborhood,  sometimes  being 
sent  to  a  different  neighborhood 
unnecessarily. 

But  this  is,  in  fact,  the  way  that 
Continued  on  page  8 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  street 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
617-353  1500 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD-g 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing 
Copying 
Typesetting 

131  Charles  St. 

Boston 

(617)723-5130 

Mon.-Fri.  9-7,  Sat.  11-4 
Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 


CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search _ 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


bo 


behavior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street,  Boston  ■ 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


JOHN  GRAVES 

P.h.D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-2069 


Counseling  & 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


STANHOPE 


FRAMERS 


Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Comer  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

■  Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02 143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


healthy  teeth. ..they’re  a  team  effort 


North  Sta 

Open  12  Noon 
Call  for  Titles 
720-4979 


Cinema 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


JlCoryorei  J1C.  Sap  re 

insurance  Otyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming  * 

♦he  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  Insurance 

•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments  IZ22M5SW  *  "OP®0  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 

•  Notary  Public  104  PM 

277-81 87  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


*INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
*GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


I  i C  SAW. 
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DSS 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


•  LETTERHEADS 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

•  TYPESETTING 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 

•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

•  GBC  BINDING 


COPLEY 

COFYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Weird,  David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Plainer,  Barbara  J.  Macy 


Criminal  Defense 

Real  Estate  Transactions 

Domestic  Relations 

Discrimination 

Probate  of  Estates 

Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


Estate  Planning 
Business  Representation 
Relationship  Agreements 
Civil  Litigation 
General  Practice  of  Law 


465  Beacon  .Street.  Suite  1 1 
Boston.  MA  021 15 

617-266-0760 


2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 14 
(415)  626-4224 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


Free  initial  consultations 
Non-force  techniques 


Nutritional  counseling 
Exercise  programs 


Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)  628-9547 

insuranc  e  ac  cepted  MC  &  VISA  welcome 


»,JC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Coregress  Street 
Boston,  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans.  Mass  02643 


1  800-352  3185 

Coll  T6II  Free  1  800  35J-3U5 


WORRIED  ABOUT 
AIDS  ? 

WE  ALL 
ARE. 

But  when  your  concern 
starts  to  interfere  with  your 
life,  maybe  you  need  some 
help. 

A  time  limited  support 
group  for  AIDS  Anxiety  is 
currently  being  formed. 


HAS  SOMEONE 
YOU  LOVE 
BEEN  DIAGNOSED 
WITH  AIDS  ? 

You  don’t  have  to  be  alone 
in  dealing  with  all  the  feel¬ 
ings. 

A  time  limited  support 
group  for  friepds  and 
lovers  of  people  with  AIDS 
is  currently  being  formed. 


For  more  information  on  either  of  these  groups,  please 
contact  Steve  Wickson,  M.T.S.  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Service -(GLCS).  GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental 
health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the  community 
since  1971. 

542-5188 

WEEKDAYS  10AM  -  9PM  •  CONFIDENTIAL  SERVICES 
CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN  LOCATION 

Sliding  fee  scale/Insurance  Accepted* 

*AU  insurance  claims  filed  under  C.S.I.  *GLCS  is  a  non-profit  corporation 

NO  ONE  DENIED  SERVICES  FOR  INABILITY  TO  PAY 


Subscribe!; 


AUTO 

INSURANCE 

•  Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 

•  Same  day  registration  service. 
Convenient  payment  plan. 

NO  SERVICE  FEES 
731  1015  782-0400 

Boston/Brookline  Allston/Brtghton 

Kunevich  &  Lau 

Insurance  Agency 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups ,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc. .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas, 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware,  District  ot  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W.  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 
$20;  The  resTof  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail .  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  lurther 
information .  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business- size  envelope  Please  contact  us  lor 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Gla-C 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
ZA6  416-961-4161  (check  for  pricss). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 
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DSS  administrators  say  it  should 
work.  They  maintain  that  all  the 
placement  possibilities  should  be 
considered  in  all  cases,  and  they 
maintain  this  is  in  the  best  interest 
of  the  child.  DSS  spokesperson 
Dolan  told  GCN  the  additional 
time  in  the  search  comes  in  when 
looking  for  an  available  relative. 
“It  may  take  longer,  but  I’m  not 
troubled  by  that  and  neither  is  the 
commissioner,”  he  said.  ■ 

But  Virginia  Burns  said  that 
some  children,  for  whom  a  best 
match  has  already  been  found, 
need  to  wait  while  all  the  other 
possibilities  are  exhausted  only  to 
fulfill  a  legalistic  requirement. 
Burns  told  GCN  she  knows  of  a 
case  in  which  a  teenage  girl  had  to 
wait  for  a  placement  because 
“traditional”  placements  had  to 
be  checked  out  before  her  place¬ 
ment  in  a  “non-traditional  home” 
could  be  approved. 

Burns  and  Dan  both  agreed 
that,  although  the  policy 
specifically  wrongs  some  children 
and  paretns,  its  more  pervasive  ef¬ 
fect  is  to  place  an  added  burden  on 


the  social  workers.  “It  comes  in 
when  you’re  looking  for  a  home,” 
said  Dan.  “It  becomes  very 
bureaucratic,  there  are  a  lot  of 
single  women.  But  you  have  to  go 
through  the  bureaucracy  and  con¬ 
vince  [the  supervisors]  that  you 
went  through  the  procedures.” 
Dan  said  the  policy  means  it  takes 
longer  to  place  children,  and  social 
workers  spend  more  time  on 
paper  work. 

At  least  one  of  the  child  ad¬ 
vocates,  Mary  Burns,  believes  that 
the  best  strategy  to  inactivate  the 
policy  is  to  ignore  it.  She  main¬ 
tained  that  there  has  been  a  history 
of  unpopular  policies  simply  dis¬ 
appearing  over  time.  “It  will  all 
blow  over  if  it  doesn’t  get 

fanned,”  she  said. 

*  *  * 

In  related  hews,  Kevin  Cathcart 
of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  (GLAD)  said 
GLAD  is  preparing  a  court 
challenge  to  the  policy  and  expects 
to  bring  it  to  the  courts  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Lesbian  Coming-Out  Group 

A  group  for  women  who  are  starting  to  see  them¬ 
selves  as  lesbian  and  wondering  how  to  live  with  this 
new  identity. 

For  information  call  Beth  Schine  at  437-9643. 


South  End 
Counseling 


. . 

D.  Stein 


*v  • 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


It’s  Not  Easy  To  Be  A  Parent 

when  you're  considering  coming  out  to  your 
children. .  .when  your  lover  is  jealous  of  your  kids 
. .  .when  your  ‘ex'  can’t  cope  with  your  lifestyle. . . 
when  you  don’t  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Gay  Community  News  • 
ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVE 

This  is  an  excellent  position  for  someone 
seeking  part  time  work  on  a  free-lance  basis 
(20%  commission)  with  a  friendly  and 
progressive  organization.  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and  knowledgeable 
about  GCN  (or  willing  to  learn). 

Call  Laurie  Sherman  426-4469 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  HiviUnd  Street 

BmteO,  Mmmi  IiiniUa  miff  287-7573 

Open  Monday-Saturday  Appointment  wetWMiy  -  awning*  available, 
located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Cneen  Line  T  atop* 
on*  Hock  west  of  Massachusetts  Are.  at  Beiklee  CoBege  of  Mutic. 

fATIENTCENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUK  HALLMARK 
Ibdiatry  •  General  Medicine  •  hmOy  Flam**  •  Wbrnerfa  HeaWi 
•  Geriatric*  •  Mental  Health  •  Spurt*  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  SexuaBy  Transmitted  Dbeaae  •  Dermatology 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 
REASONABLE  FEES/WYMENT  PLANS 


M  YEARS  OF  QUALITY  HEALTH  CAKE  TO  I 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAYtFENMMY  I 


I IJESBI  AN/CAY 
r«t  EIDOUY  RESIDENTS 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 


Gdlkng  26  .yr.  old  gwm  5'9",  135  lbs., 
br/br  enjoys  movies,  TV,  reading,  swim¬ 
ming,  working  out  and  meeting  new 
people.  Write  Rick  A.  Box  768,  Ironton, 
OH  45638.  (15) 


PERSONALS 


Prof.  L,  41, '(living  pt  on  Cape  Cod). 
Humanist  with  love  for  life  (naturalist  at 
heart)  seeks  same  of  mid-30’s  +  for 
fun,  laughs,  winter  walks  on  beach  and 
thru  woods,  quiet  dinners,  classical 
musio,  adventures,  fireside  chats  con¬ 
templating  life,  etc.  Looking  for  friend- 
ship  and  more.  GCN  Box  260. _ (16) 

,  HEY,  EASY  RIDER 
To  the  cute,  smiling  woman  riding  the 
motorcycle  at  the  intersection  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  No.  Grove  Sts.  (Nr.  MGH)  at 
about  1:15  pm  on  Thursday  9/26, ‘you 
made  my  day.  What  a  nice  exchange! 
What  about  dinner?  Write  GCN  -Box 

259. _ Q6) 

JIM  AKA  (BOSTON) 

Remember  Hunters?  Met  you  in 
Chicago.  The  long  drive  in  my  car  was 
fantastic  and  I’d  like  to  take  another 
long  drive.  Hopefully  to  Boston!  No. 
1-312-455-9215  Looking  for  Boston. 
2810  Hawthorne  F.P.  II.  60131.  Sal  (AKA 
Chicago) _ Q6) 

Cape  Cod  L  33  wishes  to  meet  others  in 
the  area  to  form  a  network  for  mutual 
support,  friendship  and  socializing. 
Let’s  end  our  isolation  and  find  an  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars.  Contact  PMD  PO  Box 
384TTeaticket  Mass  02536. _ (15) 

TOP  GUYS 

Photos  of  nude  handsome  young  guys 
for  all  tastes.  Send  $2  for  catalogue  and 
details  to;  D.  Silva,  Rua  Direita  De  Fran- 
cos  1 003-1 -C,  4200  Porto  -  Portugal.  (15) 

JLF,  32,  who  never  thought  she’d  place 
a  personal  seeks  LF  who  never  thought 
she’d  answer  one:  non-smoker,  30  +  ,  af¬ 
fectionate,  to  share  literary  and  politcal 
interests,  passionate  sex,  cynical 
romanticism,  and  singing  along  with 
the  car  radio.  F’.O.  Box  729,  Cambridge, 
MA,  02138. _  (15) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34) 
GWM  student  seeks  teen  companion. 
New  to  field  and  want  person  to  share 
times  with.  John  Langston  PO  Box  2057 
Cambridge  MA,  02238. _ (15) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  .would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 

M  A  02125 _ _ _ (33) 

THE  FAR  SIDE 

LF,  24,  desires  woman  (22-32)  who 
cracks  up  over  the  Far  Side,  wears 
jeans  and  perfume,  possesses  the  men¬ 
tal  agility  beyond  Ethel  Murtz  and  uses 
it.  it  would  be  nice  if  you'  are  into 
strolls,  jazz  &  classical.  Elvis  &  Bruce. 
Imagination,  humor,  and  sensitivity  ap- 
preclated  and  supplied.  Box  261.  (15) 

WLF,  20,  5'4,  110  lbs.,  Sr.  in  college. 
Energetic  devotee  of  weightlifting,  run¬ 
ning,  Virginia  Woolf,  and  sushi.  Seeks 
athletic  woman  as  exercise  buddy  and 
friend.  You  can  noLlose;  I  give  a  terrific 
back. massage.  Reply  Box  265. _ (15) 

GWM  24,  non-hairy,  very  muscular 
Italian,  6',  175,  30"  waist,  9"clr 
specifically!  want!!  a  dynamite! 
hairless! 

blond!!!  (Boy  18-20)Movie  star!  Jeff 
628-0124 

(23) - - - 

FREE  MEN’S  HAICUT 

Evenings  Mondays  -  Fridays,  also  Sat. 
and  Sundays.  Watertown  926-5209  (17) 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

BABY  CAKES 
I  LOVE  YOU! 


(15) 


SPECIAL  WOMAN 

LF,  31,  skg  someone  special  to  cuddle 
with  during  the  upcoming  winter 
nights.  Like  quiet  sensual  romantic 
evenings  with  sincere  sensitive  woman  . 
30 +  .  I  am  discreet,  intelligent,  attrac¬ 
tive  and  quiet.  Sincere  replies  only. 
Write  Box  263. _ (17), 

GF,  18,  seeks  friends/penpals  16-22  into 
reading,  travel,  talking,  music,  and 
most  other  things.  In  Boston  area  if  you 
want  to  meet.  Box  264. _ (19) 

YAMAHA...NEEY 
Snuggle  Bunny,  Tweetie  Face 
Happy  Birthday  To  You 
A  Gift  Of  My  Love 
That  Will  Always  Be  True 
In  Fuzziness,  P.F. 


(15) 


JOIN  BOB,  TED,  CAROL  &  ALICE 

Gay  &  Lesbian  couples  group  seeks 
male  couples  who  have  been  together 
at  least  one  year.  We  are  a  leaderless 
support  group  offering  strength,  hope, 
fun  and  occasional  melodrama.  7:30-10 
most  Friday  nights.  During  the  group 
we  are  drug  +  alcohol  free.  Call  Jill 
876-1649. _ ; _ (15) 

youngTesbians 

L,  19,  needs  pen-pals.  In  college  in  VT. 
Coming  out  all  over  again.  Interests: 
Politics,  music,  esp.  Armatrading,  Fer- 
ron.  Box  239 _ (17) 

PROGRESSIVE  GAY  MEN!! 

Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck  for  left¬ 
ward  leaning  gay  men.  Bring  healthy 
food.  Newcomers  welcome.  See  Calen- 
dar  Section  for  October  26. _ (15) 

GF,  24,  intelligent,  attractive,  affec¬ 
tionate,  sensitive  and'  shy  seeks  other 
L’s  for  friendship,  nonsmokers,  non- 
drugs  please  reply  Box  253. _  (15) 

PUBLICATIONS 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY’NY  10011,  (ex) 

BRAZEN  JEWISH  HUMOR 

Greeting  cards  with  chutzpah,  unique 
Chanukah  gift.  Five  delightful  photo¬ 
cards  of  these'voluptuous  women  in 
.  the  buff.  $5.65  postpaid. 

A  WOMAN’S  TOUCH 

A  gift  of  love.  An  anthology  of  lesbian 
eroticism.  Unique  stories,  sensuous 
photos  and  graphics.  $7.50  postpaid. 

WEMOON  ALMANAC 

Lunar  calendar  and  daily  agenda. 
Planetary  guide.  From  an  earth-loving 
cross  cultural,  goddess  inspired  wem- 
mon  perspective.  $8.00  postpaid. 

Order  all  three  from:  A  Woman's  Touch 
759GW  25'th  Ave,  Eugene,  Oregon 
97405. _ (17) 


off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  jour¬ 
nalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/intemational 
'news  analysis  and  reviews  each  month.  $11 
year,  1 1  issues.  ($1 5  for  contributing  subs); 
$20  institutional  fee.  Sample  -  $3  for  3  issues! 
Write  off  our  backs,  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  NW,  Rm  212,  Washington,  D.C.  200Q9.(ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

Nat’l.  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M. 
Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact, 
fiction  &  photos.  $1 1/yr.  single  issues 
$3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for 
irifo.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 

-  ~ _  ..... _ (44) 

MOVERS _ 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 
CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


INCEST  GROUP 

On-going  therapy  group  for  lesbian  in¬ 
cest  survivors  is  seeking  new  members 
for  Nov.  Meet  Tues.  nights  --initial  12 
week  commitment.  Call  Gloria  Melnit- 
sky,  LICSW  354-6529. 
_ (15) 

ACTING  CLASS 

Scene  study&  improvisation,  social  & 
political  content.  Beginning  in  October. 
Taught  by  Marty  Kingsbury,  playwright 
and  director.  876-8819. _ (15) 

LESBIAN  SEXUALITY 

Group  forming,  diversity  important  -  all 
experience  and  backgrounds  invited. 
265-5536  eves. _ (15) 

SERVICES 

RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


(D 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADOROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


(D 


FIGHT  AGAINST  CENSORSHIP! 

Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Taskforce 
(FACT),  hopes  you  will  join  us  in  the 
fight  against  censorship.  Become  a 
FACT  volunteer  -  leafletting,  canvass- 
ing,  tabling,  etc.  Call  547-0138. _ (15) 


PATRICIA  THE  PCA 

Please  call  Cary. 

I  have  lost  your  phone  number. 

524-3141 


Issues  in  Gender. 


Sports  f  •  I  Poetry 
Gay  Issues  •  Men’s  Health 
Gay  /Straight  Interactions 


F,  almost  30,  parent,  down-to-earth, 
monogamous  and  androggenous  with  semi-left 
political  outlook,  currently  in  nursing  school,  en¬ 
joy  reading,  music,  beach.  Would  like  to  meet 
other  mature  women  on  rthe  North  Shore.  Res- 
pond  Box  263. _ (16) 

$200  REWARD 

LF  activist  seeks  quiet  rent-controlled  apt.  in 
Cambridgeport/Inman/Davis  Sq.  w/yard,  good 
heat  and  no  dogdancers  overhead.  $300  max. 
Call  876-7483. _ (15) 

Wanted  boy  in  teen  or  early  20's.  For 
sex  or  companionship  and  possible 
relationship  with  disabled  man.  Any 
race  especially  Chinese  men.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  (C, 


GM  new  to  Boston  looking  to  make  new 
friends.  I  like  bicycling,  folk  dancing, 
cuddling,  .cats  and  National  Public 
Radio.  What  do  you  like?  Reply  Box 
256. _ (18) 

SPERM  DONOR 

Local  lesbian  looking  for  sperm  donor. 
Must  be  in  good  health,  participation 
with  child  negotiable.  No  financial 
responsibility  guaranteed.  Small  sti¬ 
pend;  send  picture  and  short  history  to 
Box  257. _ _ _  (18) 

GAY  BLACK  MALE  ONLY 
GWM,  40,  slender,  attractive,  straight 
appearing,  professional,  sincere  and 
masculine  seeks  gay  black  male  only 
(20-40),  working  guy-or  financially  able 
student  for  happy,  caring,  affectionate 
relationship  and  possible  roommate. 
You  should  be  stable  with  muscular 
build  and  straight  '  looking.  Call 
536-2693. _ ’ _ (23) 

CLEAN  FUSSY  GF 

Wanted  by  gf  good -times,  must  be 
clean,  sincere  older  woman  or  mature. 

'  My  partner  is  semi-handicapped.  No 
ties,  no  drugs  or  heavy  drinkers.  Lynn 
area  only.  Box  252.  _ (15) 

Interested  in  fatherhood? 

Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  in  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P.O.  Box  60, 
Westborough,  MA  01581. _ (29) 

YOUNG  GOODLOOKING  GUY 
WANTED 

Wanted-one  beautiful  cute  gwm,  18-24, 
cleancut/cleanshaven,  non-smoker  who 
is  .  into  going  out  to  dinner,  movies, 
weekend  travel,  and  a  whole  lot  more. 
Ad  is  placed  by  a  cleancut,  sucessful 
professional  gwm,  37,  who  has  his  own 
home  (live  alone),  car,  on  MBTA  in 
Boston!  John  P.O.Box  1489,  Boston  MA 
02205.  (15) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE  IN 
YOUR  ROOM? 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights,  help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
the  intercom  located  outside  the 


Interested? 

Read  all  about  it  in  Changing  Men — 
a  nationwide  journal  of  the  anti-sexist 
men’s  movement. 


Regular  subscription  $12  (4  issues) 
Sample  copy  of  current  issue  $3.50 
306  kN.  Brooks. Madison,  Wl  53715 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTIMACY,  SEX  &  AIDS: 

AN  EXPERIENTIAL  WORKSHOP. 

Are  you  concerned  about  having/get¬ 
ting  AIDS?  Feeling  disatisfied  with 
your  sex  life?  Has  intimacy  become 
more  difficult?  Consider  doing  this 
workshop  doing  body  awareness, 
creative  movement,  conversation  and 
guided  imagery  to  explore  these  con¬ 
cerns  and  create  empowering  way  to 
build  intimacy  through  a  deeper  expres¬ 
sion  of  your  soul  and  heart  by  means  of 
your  whole  body.  WORKSHOP  DATE: 
October  26,  1985  10-6pm.  PLACE:  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  Cost: 
$10-40  (sliding  scale).  Registration 
lirrjited  to"  20:  for  info/registration  call 
Michael  Neisen  524-3259.  (15) 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 


wanted 


BOSTON  ROUNDUP-85  BUTTONS 

Wanted.  They  sold  out  at  the  event! 
Will  pay  $5  each  for  two  swan  buttons. 
Call  R  Arruda  at  (617)491-0909,  or  write 
19  Agassiz  S.t.  Cambridge,  MA  021^0. 
Yours  truly,  R.A. _ (16) 

TRADING  POST 

WOMEN’S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lot’s  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women;s  organizations/busi 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women's  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (72) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  wilt  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

- 

Head 

Lines 

- 

Bold  Headlines: 


1 1st  4  Lines 

or  part  thereof: 

[Additional  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

• 

5.00 

Business 

X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  fori  Week 
Number  of  Weeks 
SUBTOTAL 


(Add)  = 
(Multiply)  = 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 


on 

front  door. 


(c) 


BE  A  BIG  BROTHER 

To  a  9  year  old  girl  with  no  men  in  her 
life.  She  is  precocious,  intelligent  and 
has  many  interests.  Be  a  kid  again! 
776-4316,  Kate. _ (15) 


GM,  46,  6’1 ",  170  lbs,  healthy  but  lonely 
for  man  to  share  with.  Into  warm  teddy 
bear  type.  Not  looking  for  perfect  man, 
just  right  man  for  me;  down  to  earth 
and  honest.  Reply  Box  479  Norwich  VT 
05055. _ (16) 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15%  = 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS  for31  +  consec-  wks-  20°/o  = 
-  **  '  TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 


GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  onlv  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


ROOMMATES 


HOUSEMATES 


L  34,  w/cat  seeks  non-smoking  F  to 
share  Beautiful,  sunny,  6  room  apt.  in 
Medford,  on  Somerville  line,  near  Tufts. 
$250/month  +  util.  Available  immediate- 
ly.  Call  396-6957  eves  for  more  info.  (14) 

Quincy,  2  prof  Lf’s  and  cat  seek  If  to 
share  hse  near  beach.  Frpl,  walk  to  T  + 
stores.  $350  includes  utils  +  heat.  Call 
479-7287  eves. _ (15) 

2  LF’s  seek  2  more,  mature  and  respon¬ 

sible  for  warm  household  in  JP.  Near  T 
and  parks.  Huge  yard  with  fruit  trees, 
driveway,  fireplace,  washer.  No  smok¬ 
ing.  $225  +  (we  heat  with  wood  -  cheap) 
Call  524-7390. _ (15) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

4  Lf’s  seek  2  more  collective.  Large  sun¬ 
ny  house  near  T,  Arb.  Sens  to  drugs/alc. 
$132  +  .  Avail,  immed.  Call  524-8028. 
_ (15) 

CAMPRIDGEPORT 

4  L's  seeking  same,  27  + ,  for  semi-coop 
Cambridgeport  house.  No  smoking/ac¬ 
tive  alcoholics/drug  abusers.  Sorry  no 
pets.  $129/month  +  utilities.  Avail,  im¬ 
med.  Call  only  between  5pm-7pm,  M-F, 
or  Sat.  661-6771, _ (c) 

FEMINIST  COLLECTIVE  APT 

3  prof  If  s  seek  4th  to  share  4  br  apt.  Bri. 
have  catj  dog,  1  smoker.  Mnly,  rt,  fd,  hh 
exp-$350.  Call  before  10  pm.  254-7804. 

__ _ (16) 

Lesbian,  over  30,  professional,  respon¬ 
sible,  independent  seeks  same  to  share 
an  roomy  Somerville  apt.  $250+  util. 
Available  11/1.  776-2705,  Iv  mess  at 
277-9355. _  (16) 

Northhampton  LF,25  +  ,  to  share  2 
bedroom  house  with  LF,  30,  profes¬ 
sional.  Yard,  washer,  fireplace. 
$225  +  low  utilities.  10/1  or  11/1.  Call 
(413)586-7450/268-7253. _ (14) 


SHARE  COMFY  NATICK  HOME 

We're  looking  for  2  If 's  or  a  mom  and  a 
child  to  join  our  home.  25 +  ,  clean, 
responsible,  non-smoker.  No 
drugs/alcohol.  No  more  pets  (cats). 
Large  yard,  garden,  woodstove,  w/d, 
lake.  Quiet  neighborhood,  close  to 
Pike,  Rte.  9,  commuter  rail.  Large  room 
-$275  + util/  small  room  $200  + utils. 
Call  655-8618  eves. _ (10) 

HOUSING  SOUGHT 

NATICK  FRAMINGHAM  AREA 

Room  wanted:  L,  25,  prof,  seeks  rm  with 
kitchen  priv.,  parking,  resp.,  indep,  flex. 
No  drugs,  L  roommate/s  pref.  $220/mo 
incl.  utils.  Write  GCN  Box  254. _ (15) 

NEW  TO  AREA;  STUDENT  NEEDS 
LIVING  SPACE 

In  Boston  one  year  studyinng  health 
and  nutrition  for  future  work  with  AIDS 
patients.  Starting  Jan.  in  exchange  for 
cook-clean-errands.  Older  gentleman 
preferred.  Excellent  ref.  Include  phoone 
number,  will  call.  Write  Mike  Pratt  Box 
488  Amagensett  NY  11930. _ (15) 


APARTMENTS 


RESORTS 


ROOMEZE 

LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Contidentialitv  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


INDEPENDENT  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

BR  inbeautiful  renovated  2  br  apt.  w/ 
wood  floors  in  Dorch.  $250  +  .  I  am 
woman,  29,  w/  cat.  Nonsmoking  woman 
only.  No  more  pets.  825-6169.  Eves.  (16) 

J.P.-  2f/1m  seeks  m/f’s  for  2  br’s  in  com¬ 
fortably  interactive  house.  Must  like  to 
cook  about  once/week.  Near  pond  and 
T.  No  tobacco/critters.  $225  or  $190  + 
utils.  522-5739.  Don't  Panic! _ (14) 

1  L  seeks  2  L's  for  cosy  Porter  Sq.  apt. 
close  to  T,  shopping,  laundry.  No 
smoke,  drugs,  pets.  Rent  $250  includes 
utils!  Call  492-1440  after  7pm. _ (14) 

Working  class,  straight  acting  and  ap¬ 
pearing,  sober,  non-smoker,  to  mid 
20’s,  needed  for  luxurious  deep 
suburbs  home  one  hour  from  Boston. 
Low  rent  for  right  guy.  Plenty  of  general 
labor  jobs  in  the  area.  Phone  Mike  even- 
ings,  5-9,  (617)528-0592.  (13) 


1 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist). 

riiinfvmNijiiiiuiiviinitmmTlillltltlnVlVliilli 


36  yrs  young,  alone,  would  appreciate 
writing  back  and  forth'  to  people  of 
any  extraction.  Christina  SHARP, 
ATU,  PO  Box  99,  Framingham  MA 
01701 


29  yr  old  black  lesbian  wants  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  bi-gay  women  in¬ 
carcerated  and  free  world.  I  am  in¬ 
telligent,  caring,  sensitive.  Want  to 
take  a  little  chance?  Toni  RICHARD- 
SON.  Box  1,  Goochland  VA  23063 


Intelligent,  frisky,  sensuous,  and 
blonde!  Want  to  hear  from  older 
butch  women.  I  am  searching  for  a 
lifetime  companion.  I  am  tired  of  the 
phoneys.  Carole  CASEY,  PO  Box  535, 
■Jessup  MD  20794 


My  love  tossed  me  away  over  lock  up 
time.  Lonely  lady  has  no  friends  or  no 
one  who  cares  about  her,  would  like 
to  correspond  with  people  on  the  out 
side.  Sheila  SHERTZ,  301072A,  Box  A, 
Oakdale  IA  52319. 


. .  .[last  stanza  of  a  long  poem] 

I  guess  this  heart  that 's  so  broken  in  | 
two,  is  really  trying  to  say,  Sheila,  l  i 
love  you!  So  if  you’ll  forgive  me; 
which  I  hope  you  do,  put  a  smile  on  I 
your  beautiful  face  'for  I'll  be  home] 
soon.'  Konctry,  Box  A,  Animal  House,  j 
Oakdale,  IA  52319.  • 


The  Prisoner 
The  real  prison  is  not  the  prison  that 
outsiders  see  j 

Although  the  prisoner  looks  like  you 
and  me 

Despair  grips  him  from  the  tip  of  his 
toes  up  to  his  hair 

Since  he  can  never  take  long  walks  in 
the  city  or  breathe  open  country  air. 
Each  time  he  hears  those  big  iron  | 
doors  close  in  his  ear 
He  hopes  it’s  a  sound  his  loved  ones 
will  never  hear. 

In  a  way  he  is  dead,  to  everything  he 
holds  dear, 

No  one  knows  the  iron  grip  of 
oneliness  and  despair  he  feels  in 
here-  Frank  Wade,  FL 


SOMERVILLE  APT. 

Lge  5  rm,  2  br,  apt.  in  Winter  Hill.  Lge  Ir 
+  dr,  eat  in  kitche,  2  porches,  hdwd 
floors,  convenient  to  T.  Available  now. 
$650  +  utils.  628-4074  Ive  msge.  (17) 

Quincy  -  new  for  rent  -  6  room  house,  3  br,  w-w 
carpeting.  Close  to  trans.  $850/month. 
1st  +  last.  Refs.  Tel:  825-6239.  (15) 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 
2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (yr) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’ll  be 
celebrating  both  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  with  delicious  food  and 
good^cheer.  Ski  our  miles  of  x-country 
trails,  ice  skate,  snowshoe  or  enjoy  our 
new  hot  tub.  There's  plenty  of  downhill 
skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby.  Call 
about  our  great  mid-week  winter  dis¬ 
counts  too.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box 
1 18G,  Bethleham  NH  03574,  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace  +  Judi,  innkeepers.  (24) 

PROVINCETOWN 

The  Plaza  Guesthouse  centrally 
located.  Year  round  off  season  rates. 
Heated,  share  bath,  parking,  TV, 
lounge.  11  Pearl  St.  Reservations  (617) 
487-1818.  (16) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Charming  Guest  house,  centrally 
located,  fireplaceff-  lobby,  stay  two 
nights  third  night  free,  1  week  55  per¬ 
cent  off  most  rooms,  private  bath.  7 
Winthrop  St.,  Provincetown,  MA  (617) 
487-0094.  (17) 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 

CKECK  ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657 _ (yr) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Women’s  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  cont.  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St.,  Box  22  P'town  MA 
02657.(617)487-2270.  (O) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

P.T.  mornings.  Good  pay,  3  hours  a  day, 

4  days  per  week.  Disabled  man 
downtown  Boston  near  Park  St.  Sta¬ 
tion.  Dependability  and  promptness  a 
must.  Call  Joe  between  10  am  - 12  noon 
or  4  pm  - 10  pm.  542-2959. _ (17) 

DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 

For  multi-cultured  women’s  shelter.  32 
hours  a  week,  good  benefits.  14k-16k. 
Multi-cultural  collective.  Bi-Cultural/Bi- 
Lingual  former  battered  women  of  color 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resumes  by 
October  25  to  Transition  House  P.O. 
Box  530  Harvard  Square  Station,  Cam¬ 
bridge  MA  02238.  Attention;  Jean.  For 
more  information  call  492-0536.  (16) 

National  Lawyers  Guild  seeks  pt  (20 
hrs.)  staffperson.  Make  phone  referr¬ 
als,  do  outreach,  assist  with  ad 
ministration.  Legal  experience  helpful 
Spanish  fluency  and  exp.  in  prog 
pol./comty.  organizing  strongly  pref, 
$130/wk.,  benefits,  pd.  vac.  People  of 
color  esp.  encouraged  to  apply. 
Resume  by  November  15  to  NLG,  14 
Beacon  St.,  Rm.  407,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

(16) 

TEACH  IN  NICARAGUA 

Nicaragua  needs  instructors  inthe 
natural  sciences:  Engineering, 
statistics,  ecology,  medicine,  and 
more.  One  year  commitment,  March- 
Dec. ,1986.  For  more  info  and  applica¬ 
tion,  contact  Science  for  the  People, 
NICA  Cmte,  897  Main  Street,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139.  (617)547-0370, 
Deadline  Nov  1st. _ (15) 

NIGHT  TIME  ATTENDANT 

Disabled  woman  seeks  a  person  to  turn 
her  and  do  some  light  cooking.  Your 
own  bedroom  is  available.  Stuudent  or 
worker  is  preferred.  JP  area.  Call 
524-3141 .  Let  phone  ring. _ (c) 

BOOKSTORE  CO  MANAGERS 

sought  for  Food  for  Thought,  a  worker 
managed  cooperative.  Positions  start 
Dec. 1st  and  Jan  15th.  Ordering, 
marketing,  bookeeping,  computer, 
retail  skills  desirable.  Bookstore,  col¬ 
lective,  political  experience  helpful. 
Start  at  30-40  hours,  $5. 25/hour  (in¬ 
crease  and  health  insurance  after 
evaluation).  Two  year  commitment.  Ap¬ 
plications  available  67  North  Pleasant 
St.,  Amherst,  Mass.,  01002;  deadline 
Oct.  30th.  Third  World  people  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (16) 

PCA  NEEDED 

Disabled  woman  needs  an  attendant. 
JP  area.  Evening  hours  and  backup 
available.  Call  524-3141.  Let  phone  ring. 

_ (c) 

NEWLY  FORMING 

,  GROUP  PRACTICE 

2  Ll^  therapists  currently  working 
privately  are  looking  to  build  a  group 
practice  that  challenges  the  isolation 
of  working  solo.  Share  office  space, 
weekly  peer  supervision,  networking 
and  educational  resources.  Build  sup¬ 
portive  group  based  on  shared  personal 
process  and  political  values.  We  are 
seeking  2  or  3  Feminist  therapists  to' 
make  this  happpen.  Please  call  so  we 
can  meet  and  discuss  possibilities. 
Working  class  women  and  women  of 
color  encouraged  to  apply.  Call  Ava 
492-3574/Teri  734-4006.  Please  leave 
message. _ (15) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

My  interests  are  music,  cars,  but 
mostly  writing  and  reading,  while  I- 
am  incarcerated  in  Protective 
Custody.  I  would  love  to  share  some 
of  my  experience  and  like-wise  have 
another’s  experiences  shared  with 
me.  I’m  interracial  (black  and  white), 
originally  from  Seattle  WA.  Photo 
would  be  appreciated  but  not 
necessary.  Owen  BECKETTS, 
A-085988  Box  580,  PO  Box  1500, 
Cross  City  FL  32628.  _ 


Career  waiting  person  and  a  part  time 
cleaner.  Please  apply  at  the  Downtown 
Cafe,  12  La  Grange  St.,  Boston. 
338-7037.  .  _ (If) 


CARPENTERS- WANTED 

Finish  -  Framing  -  General 
Pay  based  on  experience.  Call 
289-3085.  _ Q6) 


mm 


Into  body  building,  jogging,  non 
smoker,  like  being  healthy  but  not  a 
‘nut’  about  it,  enjoy  reading,  a  com¬ 
edy,  movies,  my  body  is  well  built  and 
well  hung,  I  need  someone,  do  you? 
Jim  SIPES,  PO  Box  1000,  39790-066, 
Sandstone  MN  55072. 


ALCOHOL 

COUNSELOR 

SPOFFORD  HALL 

Bachelor’s  Degree  in 
clinical  field  or  commen¬ 
surate  experience. 
Knowledge  of  gay  issues 
and  experience  in  work¬ 
ing  with  gay  individuals 
preferred.  Excellen-t 
benefit  package.  Send 
letter  and  resume  to: 
Personell, 

Spotford  Hall, 

P.O.  Box  225, 

Spofford  N.H.  03462 

EOE 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE 

Earn  Money.  Connect  to  the  Gay 
Community.  Gain  Experience. 

An  excellent  position  for  people 
seeking  part-time  work  on  a  free-lance 
basis  (20  percent  commission).  You 
must  be  responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowledgeable  about  GCN,  or  willing 
to  learn. 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of 
interest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman,  Ad  Manager 
GCN 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02111 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 

lesbians 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAII  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS  WANTED 

Lesbian/gay  sales  agents  &  brokers 
needed  for  national  referral/networking 
directory.  For  more  info  call  Lisa 
(617)376-5068  or  write  PO  Box  204, 
Millis  MA  02054.  _ _ (23) 


SELF  EMPLOYED  WOMEN 

No  fee  support  group  for  sel.  empl 
tradeswomen,  homebased  or  sm  busn. 
owner.  Dealing  with  issues  of  mngmt, 
isolation,  employees  ect.  628-1175.  (16) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (V.13,  no.22)) 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too. scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP  SPREAD  THE  WORD! 

Do  you  know  of  places  where  people 
could  benefit  by  having  GCN  around? 
Are  you  ever  at  places  and  wonder  why 
we  aren't  there  too?  Well,  we  need  your 
help  to  get  us  around  town  (and  out  of 
town  too).  So  if  you  have  ideas  where 
GCN  could  be  distributed  and  would 
like  to  help  us  accomplish  that  give 
Brian  a  call  at  426-4469.  It  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thanks! _ (c) 

GCN’s  Circulation  Department  needs 
help  updating  the  paper’s  mailing  list. 
The  volunteer  position  requires  a  com¬ 
mitment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week, 
and  a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn 
about  data  input.  If  you’re  interested, 
call  Marcos  at  426-4469. _ (c) 


TYPISTS’  FINGERS  ARE  THE  BEST 

Put  your  skills  to  work  and  cruise  the 
GCN  offices  at  the  same  time.  For  an 
hour  or  an  afternoon.  Work  at  home  or 
elsewhere  if  you  prefer.  Drop-in  basis, 
regular  schedule  or  on  call  emergency 
status.(AII  volunteer,  sorry  tg  say.)  Call 
Loie  or  Gordon  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

TRANSCRIBERS  DO  IT 
WITH  THEIR  EARS 

We  need  you  too.(See  details  ih  notice 
to  typists  above.)  (c) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


76  Arlington  St. 


LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 


London  $l99ow 

Pittsburgh 

79ow 

Brussels 

395rt 

.Philadelphia 

98rt 

St.  Martin 

349rt 

Lima 

629rt 

Los  Angeles 

258rt 

Tokyo(NYC)  * 

729rt 

Montreal 

79rt 

Hong  Kong(NYC) 

829rt 

New  York. 

66rt 

Mexico  City 

375rt 

Quebec 

l42rt 

Seatde 

258rt 

* 


Phone  482-2900 


Gay 
Cruise 
SS  Bermuda  Star 
•  New  Orleans  • 

•  Cozumel  (2  days)  • 

•  Key  West  (2  days)  • 

from  $795.00 

Feb.  15  thru  22, 

 1986 


"  from  $  1 9  8  r  t 


ALL  AIRLINES 
LOWEST  PRICES 


169  lbs  of  pure  beef,  big  eyes,  dark 
brown  complexion,  and  love  to  read 
and  write  letters;  like  mostly  all 
sports,  especially  basketball  and 
handball;  very  lonely,  seeking  friend¬ 
ship.  Tyrone  HARRIS,  EF-124046, 
4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd,  Macon  GA  31213 
Chub  with' dark  eyes,  looking  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  free  world  gays,  Into 
fisting,  water  sports,  and  active  Grk 
and  Fr,  education,  and  rapping  with 
intelligent  persons.  Dudley  SEHILL, 
49799-3-M-1,  818  Jefferson  Ave, 
Moundsville  WV  26041. 


I  am  a  Black  Honduran  and  would  like 
I  to  know  more  about  the  gay  com- 
lmunity  here  in  this  land  and  also 
meet  anyone  by  letters  that  would 
I  like  to  write  to  me  because  I  have  very  I 
I  few  friends.  Lee  Vance  COLLINS, I 
|  057780,  Box  500,  Olustee  FL  32072. 


My  interests  are  electronics,  men, 
technical  drawing,  boys,  Dune,  heavy 
workouts  (of  all  kinds),  rock  and  roll, 
and  others.  Anyone  wishing  to  com- 
|  municate  with  me  will  have  to  write 
because  I  am  unable  to  travel  without 
I  getting  shot  at.  (Note:  my  mail  is 
|  often  opened  and  read  by  staff). 
Charles  RHINES,  272313,  Box  777, 
Monroe  WA  98272.  _ 

Salt  and  pepper  hair,  very  healthy, 
from  the  Hartford  area.  Please  bring  a 
little  sunshine  into  my  life  and  drop  a 
line.  William  RENAUD,  076259,  Box 
518,  Zephyrhills  FL  34283. 


Isincere,  feminine  gay  male,  sear- 
Jching  for  that  special  guy!  No 
■hangups,  race,  age  etc.  I’m  versatile, 
■open,  shy,  loving.  I  love  nature, 
■animals,  traveling,  stamp  collecting, 
Imusic,  gay  literature  and  magazines, 
■cooking  and  writing  beautiful  people! 
■  Please  send  stamp  and  pic  if  possi- 
Ible.  Terry  “Sunshine”  BARKLEY, 
ll 73128,  3201  Bemis  Rd,  Ypsilanti  Ml 
148197. _ 

I  Enjoy  the  ocean  and  the  country,  into 

weightlifting,  and  one  on  one  relation- 
[  ships.  Like  camping  and  backpack¬ 
ing.  (Not  [just]  a  sex  ad)  Dennis 
JONES, 394877,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851. 
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October  19 
to 

November  1 

19  Saturday 

Boston  —  Dynasty  II,  the  2nd  annual 
benefit  ball  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts, .539  Tremont  St. 
8PM-2AM .  Si  2  in  advance,  $1 5  at  door.  In¬ 
fo:  536-7733. 

Boston  —  Cabaret  with  Susan  Abod.  Club 
Cafe,  209  Columbus'Ave.  10PM-1 :30AM. 
No  cover.  Also  playing  10/26.  Info: 
536-0966. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Association.  Bring  food  or  drink.  St.  John 
the  Evangelist,  33  Bowdoin  St.,  Beacon 
Hill.  8PM.  All  welcome. 

Salem  —  “Historical  Perspectives  on  Rela¬ 
tionships,”  presented  by  members  of  the 
Buffalo  Women’s  Oral  ' History  .Project. 
1:30PM.  College  Union,  Salem  State  Col¬ 
lege.  Info:  745-3848. 

20  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  Lesbians’ 

Potluck  and  Discussion  Group.  2PM.  Info: 
524-1890. 

Boston  —  Fall  foliage  hike  with  Tri-County 
Association.  Blue  Hills  Reservation.  Meet  at 
look-out  tower,  10:30AM.  Info:  655-4268. 

Augusta,  Maine  —  AIDS  Summit  Con¬ 
ference.  Jewett  Hall,.  Univ.  of  Maine, 
•Augusta.  11AM-5PM.  Info:  MLGPA,  P.0. 
Box  108,  Yarmouth,  ME  04096. 

Boston  —  Saints  and  Sinners  Ball  to 
benefit  the  Gay  Pride  Committee.  The 
Metro,  15  Lansdowne  St.  Info:  262-2424. 

21  monday 

Cambridge  —  “The  Crisis  Continues:  Mid¬ 
dle  East  Update.”  MIT  Room  4-270  (enter 
at  77  Mass.  Ave.).  7:30PM.  $3.  Info: 
354-0008. 


22  tuesday 

Salem  —  “AIDS  —  A  Look  at  the  Current 
Issues.”  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  385 
Essex  St.  7-1 0PM.  Free.  Info:  745-3848. 

Cambridge  —  The  Cambridge  Anti- 
Pornography  Ordinance:  a  discussion  with 
Women’s  Alliance  Against  Pornography 
and  Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Taskforce. 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.,  Central  Sq.  8PM.  In¬ 
fo:  National  Lawyers  Guild,  227-7335. 

Cambridge  —  Younger  Lesbians,  22  and 

under.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM. 
$2.  Newcomers  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Northampton  —  Kate  Clinton  with  special 
guest,  Nancy  Vogl.  Calvin  Theatre.  8PM. 
$8  gen./$10  contributing/$6  low-income. 
•Info:  (413)  584-2637. 

Boston  —  LEGACY  drop-in  social  for  older 
lesbians  &  gay  men  &  friends.  Clarendon 
St.  YWCA,  Copley  Sq.  6PM.  Info: 
725-3307. 


23  Wednesday 

Holbrook  —  “Lesbians  Practicing  In¬ 
timacy,”  a  workshop.  Center  for  Wellness, 
97  Belcher  St.  7-9PM.  $5. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Teachers’  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St., 
Central  Sq.  Will  meet  on  alternate 
Wednesdays.  Info:  497-1311. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  Cluster  to  organize 
response  to  Lynn  dyke-bashing.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7PM.  Info: 
628-4382. 


Teresa  Trull,  October  26 

* 


Beatitudes  for  Dying  Men,  see  notes 


24  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Choosing  Children,  to  be  followed 
by  panel  discussion.  Northeastern  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Law,  400  Huntington  Ave., 
Rm.  97.  7PM.  Free.  Refreshments. 

25  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT: 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  “T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Lesbian/Gay  Boston  Election 
Fundraising  Party.  Church  of  the  United 
Community,  116  Roxbury  St.  (near  Dudley 
T-stop).  8PM-midnight.  $5.  Food,  danc¬ 
ing,  cash  bar,  candidates.  Info:  522-6283. 

Arlington  —  Festival  of  Women  in  Music 
with  Cris  Williamson  and  others.  Arlington 
Town  Hall.  6:30  &  9:30PM.  $12.50.  Info: 
641-1010. 

Boston  —  Shabbat  services  and  discussion 
on  “Outreach  to  the  Jewish  community” 
with  Am  Tikva.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St., 
Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  Refreshments  served. 

26  Saturday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  2nd  annual  Halloween 
Costume  Ball.  Info:  Ed,  288-4367  or  Diane, 
288-9155. 

Framingham  —  Tri-County  Association 
Halloween  Costume  Ball.  Carondelet  Hall, 
the  Deaf  Community  Center,  Bethany  Rd. 
7:30PM.  Info:  655-4268.  . 

Boston  —  Saints  Halloween  Dance  for 

women.  Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St. 

Boston  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Halloween 
Potluck  for  women.  7:30PM.  $3.  Bring 
food.  Costumes  encouraged.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women’s  Hallo¬ 
ween  Costume  Dance  for  women.  YWCA,  7 
Temple  St.  9PM-1AM.  $4,  more/less.  Free 
childcare.  Drug-  and  alcohol-free. 

Dorchester  —  Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck 
for  leftward-leaning  gay  men.  7-9PM.  Info: 
Kenneth,  436-3414. 

Boston  —  BL/GPA  Lesbian  caucus  recep¬ 
tion'.  YWCA  Berkeley  Residence,  40 
Berkeley  St.  7-9PM.  Info:  Ann,  267-7413. 

Cambridge  —  Storytelling  by  Jackson 
Gillman.  First  Church  Congregational,  11 
Garden  St.,  Harvard  Sq.  8PM.  $5/$3.50 
students/seniors.  Info:  391-3744. 

Arlington  —  Festival  of  Women  in  Music 
with  Odetta,  Teresa  Trull,  Barbara  Higbie, 

and  more.  Arlington  Town  Hall.  6  & 
9:30PM.  $12.50.  Info:  641-1010. 


27  Sunday 

Boston  —  “The  City  at  a  Crossroads: 
Boston  Elections,  1985,”  a  sermon  by 
Michael  Kane.  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  11AM.  Info' 
266-6710. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  GALA  monthly 
potluck  supper.  Info:  Brian,  497-1265. 

Jamaica  Pla'in  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
of  J.P.  potluck  supper.  Bring  food  &  non¬ 
alcoholic  beverage.  First  Church  Hall  (Eliot 
&  Centre  St.).  4-7PM.  Newcomers 
welcome.  Guest  speaker  Ann  Maguire.  In¬ 
fo:  522-3894  or  522-6090. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Cris  Williamson  &  Tret 
Fure.  Portsmouth  Music  Hall.  8PM.  $8  & 
$10.  Info:  (603)  431-3626. 

Bsoton  —  BL/GPA  Lesbian  Caucus  recep¬ 
tion.  YWCA  Berkeley  Residence,  40 
Berkeley  St.  7-9PM.  Info:  Ann,  267-7413. 

All  st  on  —  Potluck  dinner  with 
Brookline/Brighton/Allston  Neighborhood 
Lesbians  &  Gays.  6PM.  Info:  Barny, 
277-1376. 

28  monday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 
Network  Rap  Group.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Central  Sq.  7:30PM.  Biweek¬ 
ly  meetings.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Boston  —  BL/GPA  fundraiser  for  City 
Councillor  Brian  McLaughlin  (Aliston- 
Brighton).  At  Greg  Dorian  &  French  Wall’s 
home,  7  Columbus  Square  #1.  $10  more 
if/less  if.  Info:  236-1641 . 

29  tuesday 

Boston  —  Fundraiser  party  for  Michael 
Kane.  Greystone’s,  8  Kingston  St. 
5:30-7:30PM.  $20.  Cash  Bar.  Info: 
628-8856. 

Cambridge  —  LEGACY  drop-in  social  for 
older  lesbians  &  gay  men  &  friends.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Committee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl  St.,  i 
Central  Sq.  6PM.  Info:  725-3307. 

31  thursday 

Springfield  —  Open  meeting  of  Western 
Mass.  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbians  & 
Gays.  YWCA,  137  Chestnut  St.  7:30PM. 
Info:  (413)  732-0677. 

Boston  —  “Gay  Boston,”  a  monthly  gay 
television  magazine.  Access  Channel  A3 
(cable).  7PM.  Repeat  showing  11/14  at 
8PM. 

november  1  friday 

Cambridge  —  An  Evening  with  Rock 
Against  Sexism:  lecture,  discussion,  live  & 
recorded  music.  MIT,  105  Mass.  Ave., 
Room  9-150.  8PM.  Sponsored  by  Black 
Rose.  Info:  522-3432  or  350-7598. 

Boston  —  “Jewish  Mysticism”  discussion 
with  Am  Tivka.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St., 
Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  Refreshments  served. 


note  this! 

Beatitudes  for  Dying  Men.  By 

James  Williams.  Choreography  by  Carol  An¬ 
thony.  With  James  Williams,  David  Frutkoff, 
Steve  Messner,  Ethan  Berry,  Carol  Anthony, 
Amy  Cohen,  Scott  de  Lahunta,  Mark 
Gressett,  Pamela  Newell,  and  Mark  Omer 
Pugh.  At  Mobius.  Closed. 

One  of  the  problems  with  perfor¬ 
mance  art  or  other  works  that  rely  on 
unconventional  structuring  is  that  the 
goal  of  the  work  remains  fuzzy  —  even 
at  its  conclusion.  Given  that  many  of 
these  works  deal  with  the  “big  issues” 
—  life,  death,  and  in  the  case  of  James 
Williams’  Beatitudes  for  Dying  Men, 
AIDS  —  a  less  than  succinct  end  is 
almost  expected.  Still,  in  Williams’ 
case,  the  result  is  as  affecting  as  it  is 
ambiguous. 

Beatitudes  is  Williams’  multi-media 
memoir  to  a  20-year  friendship  with  a 
man  named  Fred  A.,  who  recently  died 
of  AIDS.  Williams  combines  spoken 
and  recorded  text,  multi-layer  audio, 
projections,  and  dance  in  an  attempt  to 
create  a  visual  monument  to  his  friend¬ 
ship  with  Fred,  and  Fred’s  fatal  strug¬ 
gle  with  AIDS.  Yet  in  addressing  the 
complexities  and  contradictions  of 
friendship,  Williams  has  tried  to 
squeeze  too  many  issues  into  an  hour’s 
performing  time. 

As  a  narrator  (Williams)  explains  the 
origins  of  his  friendship  with  Fred 
(voice  of  Steve  Messner),  a  procession 
of  white-clad,  automaton-like  dancers 
slowly  surrounds  a  half-draped  corpse 
(called  The  Patient,  played  by  David 
Frutkoff).  Later,  as  Dore’s  illustrations 
from  Dante’s  Divine  Comedy  flash  on 
the  rear  wall  behind  the  reclining  pa¬ 
tient,  the  narrator  and  Fred  articulate 
their  friendship  by  reading  letters  that 
they  sent  to  each  other. 

Williams’  Southern-tinged  narration 
gives  Beatitudes  its  emotional  impact. 
You  can  almost  hear  Williams  maturing 

from  a  sheltered  young  man,  who  had 
never  been  outside  state  lines,  to  a  con¬ 
cerned  friend  helping  a  friend  come  to 
grips  with  death.  Partly  confessional, 
partly  philosophical,  Beatitudes 
elucidates  and  speculates  on  the  rela¬ 
tionships  between  people  and  their 
society,  between  impending  death  and 
unfulfilled  lives,  and  between  in¬ 
nocence  and  guilt  —  emotionally  heal¬ 
ing 'us  after  an  hour  of  stimulating,  and 
calming,  reflection. 

Not  entirely  unexpectedly,  criticism 
of  the  performance  raises-the  paradox¬ 
ical  —  yet  real  —  feelings  that 
Williams,  and  choreographer  Carol  An¬ 
thony,  work  to  evoke.  Beatitutdes 
creates  feelings  of  joyousness  —  as  in 
a  heavenly  scene,  where  couples 
straight  and  gay  waltz  to  Strauss,  while 
the  patient  rises  —  offering  a  vision  of 
perfect  happiness.  At  other  times,  im¬ 
ages  of  hell,  of  torment,  and  of  suffer¬ 
ing  become  apparent  as  the  patient’s 
straining,  twisted  torso  grasps,  trying 
to  touch  an  invisible,  out-of-reach  goal. 

Beatitudes  is  also  disjointed.  The  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  dancers,  to  give  one  exam¬ 
ple,  is  not  entirely  integrated  into  the 
events  described  in  the  narration.  What 
results  is  a  case  of  multi-media  over¬ 
load,  where  the  “meaning”  of  a  certain 
gesture  or  movement  is  lost. 

For  all  its  noble  intentions,  and 
Williams’  and  the  performers’ 
earnestness,  Beatitudes  is  too  long, 
and  —  especially  towards  the  end  of 
the  performance  —  preachy,  repetitive, 
and  just  too  ambiguous.  Yet  amidst  the 
contradictions  is  a  sense  of  eerie 
satisfaction  —  as  if  you  had  witnessed 
something  otherworldly. 

Beatitudes  owes  much  of  its  success 
to  its  dancers,  who  give  power  to  Carol 
Anthony’s  choreography  —  especially 
in  the  opening  sequence. 

Every  piece  of  Beatitudes  for  Dying 
Men  may  not  fit  together  perfectly,  but 
it  does  offer  an  unusual  and  comforting 
milieu  in  which  to  examine  one’s  feel¬ 
ings  of  life  and  death. 

—  Clifford  Gallo 
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